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ARMINIAN ANATOMIZED, 


AND FRE: 


CARNAL PREACHER | DISSECTED. ; 


| IN Two. PARTS. 


The ARMINT A N; or, the The CARNAL PREACHER 
Doctrine of UNIVERSAL I + DISSECFED, with Com- 
CHARITY purſued, taken, MENTS on ſeveral dark Paſ« 


examined, tried, condemned, | ſages of Sckirr ug. 
f executed, and anatomized, 1%. DO oO ou - 
1 S -;:- i : 2 
| Series of LETTERS, written af various „Times: to 
. — FarexDs in the CounTRY. a 


By WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, 


Miniſter of the Ggleel at MAxGAret-STREET 3 ke. 


: Should not the Multitude of Words 7 5 , ou? a Man 
ll of Talk be juftified? Should thy Lies make Men hold their 
| Peace? And when thou mockeſt, Mel no Man make thee aſhamed? _ - i 
7 For thou haſt ſaid, My Doctrine is pure, and am clean in thine 0 = 
Eyes. But O that God avould * and open his Lips againfe — 
ee, Ion ii. 2—5. 
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a THE 
BPISTLE DEDICATORY, 


75 the leet 1 eher 920 75 0 6 Anh 
whom I labour at Margarit:flreet Chapel, in 
London; Sunbury, in Middheſex ; and Richmond 
* N ohing, in Surr 55 ; Peace be multipli ted. 


Dear Brethren EF Siſters in the Faith, 


T7 | E ARN I NG or eloquence haye I none, 
EL but ſuch as ] have give 1 you, I here pre- 


ſent you with the Arminian Skeleton, together 


with an account of the anatomizing of Armenius. 
The ſecond is a Carnal Pracher difleQed, in a 
Series of Letters, written to friends in the coun- 
try at various times. IT am quite aware of all 
the invenomed artillery which Malice is likely 
to ſend, from her quiver; I therefore fat 
don, and counted the coſt before I began to 
build; and found, upon a very moderate compu- 
tation, it amounts to no more than this abomin- 
able ſum, © That which is highly efteemed among ft 
men is s abomination i in the ſight of Gen Gad 7s 
A 2 on 


el DEDICATION, 
on my fide, I wi 2. not 955 What can man ds unts 
me? 


— 


T have written what I believe in my conſcience 
to be the truth; and the lip of truth ſhall be efta- 
bliſhed in the earth, though ten thouſand fer 
themſelves againſt it. And a lying tongue is but 
for a moment, though all the world ſupport it. I 
have endeayoured, in ſome things, to imitate 
young Elihu with Job; that is, not to accept any 
man g be, i im, nor give Aattering ti ths to man, leſt 
my Mater take n me 8 (a). 


I know nne of you, who are ſimple in foul, 
but rather near - ſighted, would like it better if 
there were more ſmooth things, a ſofter lan- 
guage, and leſs fiery zeal. To which I anſwer, 
Though ſome upright men may be aftonifhed at 
this, yet the innocent ſball fir up himſelf againſt 
the hypocrite J. 1 ought not to aim at men- 
pleaſing; Chriſt alone is my Maſter ; it is to 
him alone I look for my wages, and to him I 
fand or fall. The divinity and language I got 
on my knees, in anſwer to prayer, 2nd by the 
mere dint of hard ſtudy ; and when you have 
read it through, 13 am n ready to appeal t to N 


(a) Job rail 21, 22, () Job 0 
By Hon conſcience, 


2 4 p WY. 
* — * 4 77 
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conſcience, whether the doctrine and expetietics 
is from heaven, or of men. If it be of men, the 
| Arminians will love it, though it is ſure to come 
to nought ; but if it be of God, they will hate i it 
e it cannot be overthrown. \ 


This I am n ſure « the Jofrines which I have 
written are not after man; for ] learned them not 
of man, neither was I taught them, but by the re- 

velation of Feſus Chriſt, For I had been ſome 
months in the glorious liberty of the goſpel be- 
fore I went to hear the goſpel at all; and I 
muſt confeſs I am warmly attached to the bleſſ- 
ed tuition of that great prophet of the church 
Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, and do moſt heartily 
acquieſce with pious Job, in his confeſſion and 
queſtion, Beho;d, God exalteth op his ne ; wha 
teacheth like him 525 9 8 


Some may ſay, it is Finn in 1 a 
babe as I, to take ſo capital an error by the col- 
lar. To which 1 anſwer, God ſometimes, out of 
the mouth of babes and fſucklings, 6 ordains ſtrength to 
per feet praiſe, that he may fi Il the enemy of the 
Avenger (b). But perhaps my Reader is one of 
that ſtamp, that has an Howe of all the world be- 


{a) Job xxxvi. 22. (3) PL, v * . Matt, x2 xxi. « 


A3 „ 


ing ſaved, whether they hold the truth, or 
whether they hold errors. If thy faith is thus 
founded, its baſis is nothing but lies; and God 
will ſweep away the refuge of lies, and the waters 
all over flow ſuck luding-flaces (a). Take heed 
therefore teſt thou ſhouldeſt be drowned in de- 
Aruction and perditian. If thy ſoul had ſuffered 
under the ſeverity of the law, as ſome have, 
and thy deliverance' from guilt and wrath had 
come to thy heart, by faith in Chriſt's atone- 
ment, the ſame Spirit that wrought faith would 
lead thee into the truth of God's election, that 
_ God might have all the glory, and boaſting be 
| excluded. If this is thy experience, thou wilt 
be valiant for the truth; and, as a good ſoldier. 
| of Chriſt, fight the good fight of faith, and con- 
tend for that faith which was once delivered to the 
| ſaints. But if thy religion be taken up upon 
5 truſt only, and it is a matter of indifference 
with thee what thou art eſtabliſhed in, truth or 
error, thy religion has no root at all ih Chriſt; 
thou wouldeſt fell / for leſs than thirty pieces 
of fiber ; yea, "oath one 1 7. Ong thou wouldef 
tr . gs. ys 4 
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Every truth we part with is an infinite loſs 
and I daily ſee an aweful departure from the 

doctrines of the goſpel. Errors gain ground; 
and champions for Truth are but few in num- 
ber, when compared to the other hoſt. If thou 
art a child of God by faith, ſee to the ground- 
work. Haſt thou the faith of God's elec ? let 
election be its baſis. Haſt thou a juſtifying faith? 
let imputed righteouſneſs be its baſis. Haſt thou 
a victorious faith? thy victory hes in a Saviour's 
arm. Haſt thou a purifying faith? then faith 
fetches its purifying efficacy from à Saviour's 
blood. Give up none of theſe truths; for, if we 
think truth is not worth contending for, we may 
expect the Spirit to clap his wings, and take his 
flight from us. You read of à bird of the air 
carrying à voice, and of that which kath wings 
. declaring a matter; and woe to our ſouls when 
God departs-from us. But if thou canft not di- 
geſt the doctrines herein contained, thou muſt 
wait till the day of doom, when the goſpel net 


will be drawn to the end of time—its laſt ſhore, _ 


and then thou ſhalt ſee all Adam's offspring aſ- 
ſembled m a valley called the valley of deci flon ; 


perhaps ſo called, becauſe the Lord will decide 


the long controverſy between the children of 
God and the -children of the fleſh, about the 
4 __  _ 


u DEDICATION. 


doctrines of ſovereign grace, and thoſe of fallen 
nature; put ye in the fickle, for the harveſt is ripe; 
get ye down, for the preſs is full, the fats overflow, 

for. their wi .ckedneſs is great. Multitudes, multi» 
tudes in the valley of deci fion - for the day of tie 


Lord is near in the valley of deciſion (a). I know 
a controverſial. writer is always deemed to. be in 
his-own ſpirit: however, God hath a controverſy 


with all nations (b); and his miniſters ball teach 


his people the difference between the holy and the 


profane and in controverſy they ſhall fland in 
judgment (c). God's decrees ſhall not always be 
called horrible, nor an everlaſting righteouſneſs 


be called imputed nonſenſe. Vindictive juſtice 


ſhall avenge the quarrel of ſovereign mercy, ſo 
ſoon as old time bringeth the day of the Lord's 
vengeance on, and the year of recompences for the 


controverſy of Zion (d). What thou; haſt to ſay 


againſt the truths herein contained, will cauſe but. 
little trouble to me; God's approbation, and the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, are ſufficient to 


| ſupport any man under the ſcourge of tongues. 


I did intend to have put my Spiritual Will 
and Teſtament in this little work; but it ſwelled 


F (a) Joel i. 13, 14. 55 -() Jer. xxv. 31. 
( Ezek. xliv. 233 24. (a) Iſaiah — ; 8. : 


. 88 _ 4 wa... 8 a. 41 nl _—_ as 
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in my hands more than I expected; and I am 
likewiſe building a new chapel, conſequently. 
ſhall have ſomething to ſay about that in my 
Will; therefore it muſt come out in a ens 
by itſelf, Lions 5 


Bades thou wilt in all probability find ſome 
tautology in my book, which is eaſily accounted 
for; becauſe when I have been indulged with a 
great flow of matter, I have been obliged to ſtop 
the ſpring, in order to ſtudy à diſcourſe; and 
preaching fix, ſeven, or eight times a week; 
and my places lying ſo wide apart, have been 
an impediment in my way. For, when I came 
to fit down again, I had forgotten what I had 
gone through; and it was ſome time before I 
could get my cruſe to ſpring again. I have had 
many viſitors alſo, to hinder me; and many let- 
ters to write; together with a deal of ſickneſs in 
my family, which has ſometimes obliged me to 


WE fic up all night to write, I believe it will be 


very offenſive to the Devil, becauſe J have been 
often violently tempted ſince I have been at it. 
I alſo think it will comfort ſome; becauſe, at | 
times I have been as much W And 


gia think, it will not be altogether without power; 
becauſe 


wt DEDICATION: 


becauſe I got m n it on an Gee e in anſwer 
to n | A | 


ik more a on the e md as 5 
as poſſible, will mould them together, and work 
them off; and they ſhall inform the world what 
God has done for my ſoul. All the errors thou 
findeſt, I acknowledge to be my own : what is 
truth, IJ hope never to give up. If thou get either 
 edification, or comfort, thou art indebted to 
Grace for that; and when it is well with thee, 
remember Joſeph. Do not condemn it, till 
thau haſt read it through; and then, if thou canſt 
prove the Devil to have influenced the author of 
it, I wiſh thou and all the Chriſtian world, to 
take up their pens againft it : but if it be of God, 
none can overthrow it. If thou thinkeſt I have 
darkened counſel by words without knowledge, 
may God incline thine heart to fit down, and 
_ write a treatiſe better and brighter: I will readi- 
iy become a ſubſcriber, and uſe every effort in 
my power to circulate the work. For why 
ſhould truth fall in the ſtreets, before the doc- 
trines of Devils, while her adyocates, like Ma- 
noah and his wife, are only lookers on? 


To 


rp 
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Jo expect ſalvation from truth only for qur- 


ſelves, without any regard to the riſing generas 


| to bring forth fruit only ta ourſelves. But if God 


gives us enlargement of heart, as he did to 8o- 
lomon, compared to the ſand on the ſea-ſhore 
(a); we ſhall take all the ele into our hearts, 
down to the end of time—the uttermoſt ſhare 
of this confuſed, and ſin- diſordered world: there- 
fore we ought to contend for God's truth, and 
leaye our teſtimonies on record, that others who 
come after us may tread in our ſteps ; and not 
leave volumes of free-agency, human merit, and 


a pack of nonſenſe. We may be ſure they 


will bring enough of this traſh in thelr hearts; 
therefore we have no need to fill their hands 
with it. I doubt not but many of the riſing 


generation, when they cose 10 be called by 


grace, and read ſome of their father's treatiſes 


about free- agency, and ſinleſs perfection, will 
cry out as the Gentiles did in the days ak old, 


ce * Sutely MF fachers ans een oy G. 74 


It is our n to pray — the ids of 
Chriſt's kingdom, and for more light and know- 


(4) 1 Kings iv. 29, | (3) Jer, xvi. 19, 


ledge 


x DEDICATION. 


ledge of the truth ; to labour day and night in 
God's vineyard, and to be charitable to the ne- 
ceſſitous to the uttermoſt of our power; but | 
never to ſtrive againſt God's decrees in order to 
pleaſe rebels, or make the Bible comport with 
. the pride of fallen wretched naturè: the man 
that doth this, is allied to Satan, and engaged in 
the war of devils. Let not him that girdeth 
on this harneſs, boaſt himſelf as he that putteth Hv 

it off (a).“ I know ſome of you among whom f 

I labour are much tinctured with that abomi- v 
nable doctrine called Free agency; and your life 
and walk proclaim it as loud as your tongues; 
for it is vifible the world loves her own, and you 
love it: being crafty, I have caught ſome of this 
ſtamp with guile. To talk of free-agency and 
good works, while the feet run to evil, is no- 
thing but ſounding the trump of a hypocrite. 

I am fure you never learnt this ſatanic trick 
from my mouth, nor from 1 life. | 


I think it my 400 as long as T am in this ta- 
bernacle, to ftir up your pure minds by way of 
operon leſt ye be led __ with the er- 


0 I Kings XX. 17. 


Orrs 
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Wrors of the wicked; and ſo fall from y_ own 
compar 


II God of his infinite mercy dap you from 
Arminianiſm, Arianiſm, and Antinomianiſm, I 
ſhall think you are Chriſtians indeed. I rank 
Wthe errors of Arminianiſm at the front; becauſe 
the others are not ſo well maſqued: while the 
Arminian is robbing you of the doctrines of ſo- 
h vereign grace, he puts the fable of ſinleſs per- 
n fection into your hand, as a rattle to amuſe you; 
i= {Wwhile he robs and plunders your conſcience, and 
e while he is teaching you to refiſt the ſovereign 
; will of God, he endeavours to charm your ears 
u with free agency. But the Arian is more open; | 
she proclaims to every one that goes by, that he 
1 Wis a fool. However, they are all three agreed 
- W:gainſt Chriſt; the Arminian cries down his me- 
rit; the Arian cries down his divinity ; and the 
Antinomian cries down the revelation of him in 
the heart. May God turn their hearts to the 
truth ; and keep your fouls from morning to their 
errors! 

Fret not about my creating myſelf enemies ; it 
is better to be hated byall the world for the truth's 
ſake, than to Iy one "WER under the dreadful 

apprehen- 


a DE DTC ATTION. 


apprehenſions of God's wrath; and the ſevere 
laſhes of a guilty conſcience. When God gives 
peace, who can create trouble ? A man's ſpirit will 
ſuſtain any outward afflition; but a wounded | 
ſpirit none can bear; 1C _ F admo- 


niſhed 855 this _ FFF 
2 ee fare thee well; 5 80 


Thin to 8 in the-truth, 
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Page. Line. For 
4+ „ brightneſs 
5. 22. for | 
1b. 23. them 
15. 23. nar 
55 


Read 


britilencfs. 


from. 
him. 


No. 


will loſe his foul. 


165. | 24 hope of God Hopeof the glory of God. 


te If any grammatical inaccutacies ſhould preſent 
themſelves to the eye of the critical Reader, the Author 
hopes they will be excuſed ; as he preſumes they will not 
either mar the ſenſe, nor obſcure the meaning. 


_ UNIVER- 


13120201 
UNIVERSAL CHARITY 


PURSUED axy TAKEN. 


N. B. Beware of Comterfiits. | 


RO M what fountain does this Univerſal ha. 
rity flow, which ſeems to ęxceed even the Bowels 
of the AtmicutY? Gold himſelf has declared his 
Love to be diſcriminating.—Facob have I loved, but 
Eſau have I hated(a). But is the Eternal Love of the 
Godhead fixed on all the human race? I anſwer No 
an Erroneous Church, or a myſtical Harlot, is one of the 
deep pits which the abhorred of the Loxp are 10 fall 
znto (b). As the Scriptures declare ſome to be hated, 
and others abhorred of the Lox p, it cannot be the 
Love of Gop ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy' Ghoſt, 
that appears ſo tender of rebels, and ſo furious 
againſt the obedient and loyal Subjects of the Kine 
oF KINGS. | 

As Gop does not appear to be the fountals of this 
love, it muſt come from a corrupt ſpring. I believe 


it flows from Satan, who can appear to-counterfeit on 


both fides. Some, whoſe convictions are real, and 
deep, he will engage with dreadful aſſaults, and 
follow hard with fiery darts. He can alſo turn hims 
ſelf into an Angel of Light, and act on the other fide of 


(6) Malachi i. 2. Romans ix, 13» (3) Prov. Xi. 14. 
5 5 1 


che queſtion; In this dreſs he operates on the fleſhſy 
paſſions of many, and fills them with pity for all who 
bear his image, but arms them with malice againſt 
thoſe who ſhine the brighteſt i in CHRIST. This un- 

ſcriptural love appeared in Zezedel the queen Sbe fed 

four hundred prophets of Satan at E:r own table but 
would not ſuffer a ſound prophet of Gop to live. 
When the judgments of Gop fell on her favourites 
for witchcraft, her tender paſſions flowed fo rapid for 
Satan's offspring, that ſhe would expoſe her ſoul to 
all the vengeance of Heaven, in avenging their blood. 
— The Gods do fo to me and more alſo, if the life of Eli- 
yah (the Calviniſt) (a) be 1 nat as ane f them 9 K to- 
morrow about this time (O). 

However ſhe was miſtaken ; ſhe could not make 
a life of Elijah like one of them, becauſe he was 
a choſen veſſel; — nor could his own prayer, put up 
in a pet, alter Gop's irrevocable decree (c). And 
though he requeſted to die, confeſſing he was no better 
by nature tian his fathers ; yet his prayer was not an- 
ſwered, becauſe he aſked amiſs. He neither dies ac- 
cording to Jezebel's threatening, nor in anſwer to his 
own prayer, but goes to heaven a new way, accord- 
ing to Goy's fore-appointment. As theſe bowels 
of charity founded ſo much in Jezebel for the baſeſt 
of mortals, we have great reaſon to believe, they: 
flowed into her tender boſom from that ſpirit with 
whom the was ſo familiar. It appears to me, both 


(a) 1 Kings xix. 4. ; (3) 1 Kings xix. 2. 
(c) 1 Kings xix. 4. | 


| al 
„ 
her title, and her tender paſſions, together with all 
her religion, came from Hell; and ſhe ſeems in ſcrip- 
ture to appear the queen of a rebellious and apoſta- 
tized Iſrael, the miſtreſs of witchcraft, the nurſe of wi - 
zards, a murderer of ſaints, an enemy io CHRIST, a ban- 
quet for dogs, and a portion for devils, 
This univerſal charity, tinctured with rebellion 
| apainſt Gop, has often, under the temptations of Sa- 
tan, wonderfully operated on many eminent ſaints of 
Gop. Various are the ſuggeſtions of Satan to ſuch as 
fear Gop, but generally ſuited to the perſon's ſtate 
of mind and diſpoſition ; but all operations that be- 
get hard thoughts of Car1sr, rebellion againſt him, 
or leſſens in the leaſt our eſteem of him, are ſure to 
come from Hell :—There is no wiſdom, nor underſtand- 
ing, nor counſel againſt the LoRD in his word (a). When 
this ſnare has been laid in the counſel of Satan, in 
order to get Gop's ſervants to harden their faces 
againſt him, Gov generally breaks it, and delivers 
their ſouls who have been entangled in it. But it ap- 
pears one of Satan's firong holds, to all that live and die 
in it that ſoul ſhall never be ſaid to be circumciſed io 
love Gop with all his heart, whoſe tenderneſs is diſco- 
vered to iniquity, and hardened 5 4 Gop and his 
Elect. 

Samuel himſelf, a man begged of Gop, and de- 
voted to him from the cradle; one hoſe word never 
fell to the ground, and one of the brighteſt characters 
in the Bible, ſeems for a while entangled in this net 


(a) Prov. xxi. 30. 
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of. Satan. Samuel found that Saul, who became a 
proverb for appearing among the Prophets whom 
he had anointed, at the eommand of Gop, with oil 
out of a phial, to ſhew the brightneſs of his king- 


dom, and his ſfippery foothold (a); to whom Gop 
j gave amther heart (6) for government and war — but 


not a new. heart as a Saint receives (c); and knowing 
he was turned inio another man (d), but not a new crea- 
tare in CaRI1sT (e), the thoughts of Gop's rejecting 
Saul from being king —ſo moved the bowels of univerſal 


charity in Samuel, that he ls wp all night weeping far 


Sau (f), till the reproofs of Heaven ſtop the torrent of 
his tears. Samuel when wilt thou ceaſe zweepmg for Saul? 


ſeeing 1 have rejected him from being king (g). I gave 


B ane jail rake him away in my 


wrath (S). 
David himfelf ſeems. at one time to he influenced 


with this flood of affections for rebellious nature, 


He orders Hrael to be membered, and Gop commanded 
that each foul who was numbered ſhould pay half & 


hebe, for Bis head, as an offering to Gop, who had 


raiſed them. from one as good as dead (i), to be as the. 
flars of Heaven for multitude, and as the ſand by the ſea- 


ſhore, innumerable (k). As an offering to acknowledge. 


the faithfulneſs of Gop to his promiſe, in multiply- 


ing Abraham's offspring, ſeventy thouſand appear ido- 


(a) 1 Sam. x. 1, (5) 1 Sam. x. 9. (c) Ezek. xxx. 36. 
) 1 Sam. x. 6. (e) 2 Cor. v. 17. (J) 1 Sam, xv. 11. 
(z) 1 Sam. xvi. 1. Hor . 11. 

(-) Exod. xxx. 13. ) Heb. xi. 12. 


Iators 


| . 
ILators— they paſs the Pole, but could not afford their 
half ſlelel; Juſtice draws her ſword, and cuts off the 

ſeventy thouſand at one ſtroke (a). At the fight of 
this, univerſal charity ſteps into the heart of David, 
and dictates a deſperate petition, and aſks an irreve- 

rent queſtion. © Let thy ſword be on me, and on my 
| father's houſe, but as for theſe ſheep, what had they 
done? (6) However, when David got a little more 
into his right mind, he ſeems to drop his affections 
for idolatry, and lets them centre on their proper 
object. Do not I hate them that hate thee ® I hate 

' them with perfect hatred; I count them mine enemies: 

Search me, O Lord, and try me; and ſee if there be any 

wicked tay in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting. 

Paul ſeems to be caught in this web; but he ſoon 
finds the ſnare broken, and he is delivered. I could, 
ſays he, wiſh myſelf accurſed from CarisT for my bre- 
thren's ſake, who are Iſraelites according to the fg. 

And his was fleſhly charity, blown up to an amazing 

height; even to 20% himſelf accurſed from CHR IST for 

their ſake (c). Howbeit, God ſent him a few ſtripes, 
bonds, and impriſonments for his fleſhly brethren, in 
order to wean them, and then he appears in a milder 
temper.— F any man love not our Lox D JESUS CHRIST, 

tet him be accurſed till Cazi1sT come (d). 

It appears to me, that Moſes was for a time taken 
in this ſnare, when in the wilderneſs —lIfracl had made 

a caif, danced romd it, and worſhipped it; and they 


(a) 2 Sam. xxiv. 15 and 16. (3) 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. 
(e) Rom. ix, 3, (4) 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 


B 3 muſt 
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' 


muſt all be pardoned to a man, in anſwer to a petition 
unto the LoRD, and ſaid, O theſe people have ſinned a 


now, if thou wilt, forgive their fin ; and if not, blot me, I 
pray thee, out of thy book which thou haſt written (a). 


put up by Univerſal Charity. Aud Moſes returned 


great fin, and have made themſelves gods of gold. Yet 


But the ſucceſs of this prayer ſhews it was not accept- 
ed, as appears by the anſwer : * And the Loxp ſaid 
unto Moſes, whoſoever hath finned againſt me, him will J 
blot out of my book. Therefore now go, lead the people 
unto the place of which I have ſpoken unto thee : Behold 
mine angel ſhall go befare thee : Nevertheleſs, in the day 
when I viſit, I will viſit their fins upon them. Aud the 
Loa p plagued the people, becauſe they made the calf (b)! 
I believe that petition in the common prayer-book to 
come from the ſame quarter: That it may pleaſe thee 
to have mercy upon all men.” Chriſt prayed nt for the 
world, but for them This his Father” had given him, 
out of it. - 

David ſeems. to be HP pr in this web, at the time 


the withered arm (of free-will) was by Uzza ſtretch- 
ed out to the aſſiſtance of Omnipotence. Gov, in 


the fire of jealouſy for his own glory, ſtruck him 
dead for his pains. If he is curſed of Gop, who 
males fleſh bis arm, what can he be but doubly curſed 
who puts forth an arm of fleſh to prop up the Ark of 


.Gov's frength * © God ſmote him for his error, be- 


cauſe be had kindled his anger (c).” Ros ST 


| 654 Exod. xxxii. 31, 32. - (8) Exod. XXIII. 34, 35 
(e) 2 Sam. vi. 7. 


ſteps 
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ſteps into the heart of David, and takes up the cauſe 
of Uzza—** And David was difpleaſed; becauſe Gop 
had made à breach upon Uzza,” and refuſed to take he 
ark home to him (a). We have many, in our days, 

' who are making fleſhly confidence their bulwark ; 
| however, the fire of God's anger will make a breach 
in them, even if they ſet up a thouſand. _ 

The ark was by David refuſed, while this univer- 
ſal charity held the reins. David, it ſeems, carried 
it aſide, into the houſe of Obed- Edom the Gittite, and 
there it muſt reſt three months, becauſe it would not. 
allow of co-partnerſhip. ' However God's bleſſing 
attended rhe art, though not the fleſhy arm And 
God bleſed Obed-Edom for the ark's ſake, and all his 
houſehold. Theſe tidings coming to David, provoked 
him to jealouſy, and a little ſpiritual jealouſy cures 
the breach which Univerſal Charity had made be- 
tween Gop and him, and brings him to own, they 
| had not ſought Gop after the due order. 

It appears to me, this Univerſal Charity was the 
door by which the whole troop of hypocrites crept 
into the primitive church.—Thou ſeeft, brother Saul, 
how many thouſands there are of Jews who believe. and 
they are all zealous of the law. Thou muſt ſhave thy 
head, and ſay, four men with thee: have a vow on them, 
(thou muſt ſay ſo) then purify thyſelf with them—This 
is eſtabliſhing what Carisr came to aboliſh, Aud 
be thou at charges with them—This is reconciling the 
world and the Elect together. But their counſel for 


(a) 2 Sam. vi, 8, 9, 10. 
i 3 4: peace, 
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peace, Gop turned into a war and Paul paid dear 


enough for it; and ſo will all thoſe who go on with 
it (a). Gop ſoon cured the Apoſtles of this diſeaſe, 
by ſhewing them what monſters they had embraced : 
Some advanced dreadful errors; ſome divided, and 
ſcattered; others perſecuted, and raged; ſo they were 
obliged to purge out ,s old kaven, ſhut up the door 
of Univerſal Charity, diſcharge a ſhower of God's 
arrows at them, and give a command to all the Elect, 
not to receive them into Ly houſes, or bid them God's 


Mera. 


Gop * us in his * the n e | | 
of his ſervants, for our eſtabliſhment in free grace. 


He likewiſe ſhews us the noble feats of their faith, 


and their holy walk for our example; and ſhews 
us their failings alſo, and the advantage Satan took 


of them, for our admonition. And-among all the 
temptations with which they ſeemed to be tried; this 


to Univerſal Charity was none of the leaſt ;—but Go 


delivered his ſervants out of them all. 

1 had an experience of this temptation myſelf ; 
being at times ſorely tempted, for five and twenty 
years at-leaſt; and for near two years before Salva- 
tion reached my heart, FE ſeldom was free a minute. 
I vas tempted to believe that Satan made the world; 
and this was ſtrengthened by my long ſeeking, work · 
ing, ſtriving, crying, confeſſing, and praying, and 


yet not being rewarded with grace for all this lip- ſer- 


vice. I was * en alſo to pray to Satan, 


. ae x3 


to 


1 


f to deal propitious with me in Hell, when I came 
there, becauſe I had long fled from his ſervice. I 
cried alſo to God to deliver me from Satan; but I 

could find no God, therefore I was tem pa to believe 
there was none. 

What kept me from praying to Satan was, that of 
my being tempted perpetually to blaſpheme the Al- 

MIoHTY. If there is no Gop—why am I tempted 

thus to abuſe him? Having been long tempted with 

ſuch things as thoſe to drown myſelf in the Thames, 
and many more, too baſe to mention, and being at 
laſt chaſed from all confidence in myſelf finding 
my rationality hang long at a balance, and my life 
in doubt, T was obliged to throw away my bole Duty | 
of Man, and my Common Prayer Book alſo, and betake 

myſelf to calling on CarisT alone. And though my |. 

prayer was with words of one deſperate, yet, in anſwer 
to that prayer, CRRIsr delivered me. My fin, guilt, 
| deſpair, hardneſs of heart, envy at Gop, cavilling at 
election, fear of death, darkneſs, ignorance, and un» 
belief, took their flight at once, and Satan with them. 

CHR15ST, with all his ſalvation, beauty, grace, and Slory, 

came into my ſoul in a minute. | 
At this time I had never heard. the Goſpel, 1 nor 

did I for ſome months after. I now ſaw my calling 

was clear, and my eternal Election fire ; and for many 

months my ſoul enjoyed it. Satan now could not 

W invade me as an aſſailant, but he came as a viſſtor to 

W endeavour to ſpoil this bright work, by turning me 

into an Arminian. He karſt ſet me to look at the 

Whale 


whole troop of Phariſees who attended the Church, 
and eſpecially the Communicants ; and, to move me 


the more to pity, he put my wife among them. I 
converſed with ſeveral of- them, and fourid them all 


blind. And here I looked up in anger, and impi- 
ouſly aſked Gop what was to become of all theſe? 


And he as powerfully anſwered me Hxcept they are 
born again, they cannot ſee the kingdom of Gov. Hav- 


ing ſhed ſome thouſands of tears over them, I was 
tempted to view the profane, the heathens, and 
blacks; and then it was ſuggeſted to me, what do 
you think of Election now? Here I began to wage 
war againſt the Sovereignty of my Maker, and wept 
for thoſe which I never ſaw. This is taking part with 


the Po!/herds, and ftriving againſt our Maker (a). 


After this, the hard ſtate of bea/ts was repreſented to 
me, how hard they fared, and yet they were never 
to be ſaved; many tears of pity Iſhed over them alſo. 


Theſe tender feelings I nurſed, and thought I had 
more mercy than even Gop himſelf, Here I felt an 


heart riſing with malice againſt Gop, CHRIST, his 


ſovereign Grace, his Elef, and all that held Election. 


Long did I carry on this dreadful rebellion againſt Gon, 
and yet mourned, and wept; over beaſts, creeping 


things, and inſects; but no feeling for a ſuffering 
Saviour. —Gop: left me a while, to ſhew, me my 
wp | 


was to conſider fallen Angels, who I knew were ex- 
(a) Ifaiah xlv. 9. 
cluded 


The next ſtep I od in link ae pk, 
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r 
| cluded from all hope in Gop, and that for ever. Soon 
my bowels began to yearn for them; feeling this, the 
very heavens began apparently to lower over my 
head: My blood ran cold, my hair ſtood an end, 
my loins ſhook, my hope ſunk, and the pains of Hell 
gat hold on my ſoul, Here Gov: brought afreſh to my 
mind the long fiege, and many ſuares Satan had laid 
in my way, in order to drag me to Hell. - And I was 
now pitying the infernal adverſary of Gop and man; 
and fighting againſt my Gop and Saviour, who died 
to ſave me from Sin, Satan, Death, and Hell. I went 
ſo far in this ſnare, as to determine to caſt off all hope 
in Gop, and to take my lot with the world, ſuppoting 
eternal damnation was to be my doom. | 


This is the very root of Arminianiſm, and. I 15085 
what fruit it bears. However God, in anſwer to 
prayer, delivered me, and I went back in my affec- 
tions to my dear Maſter, wept over him, loved him as 
a friend, reverenced him as àa Sovereign, and left hea- 
thens, brutes, and devils to ſhift for themſelves. 
Since that, I have thus accounted for Satan's coming 
in this dreſs: We have more indwelling fin in us, 
than we have grace, therefore' Satan works on that, 
being his own ſeed; ;—and hence it is ſome are led to 
pity Devils. We have alſo more fleſh and blood than 
grace; hence we are led to pity our old image in 
Hebels. Every man being like the beaſis that periſh in 
nature, and brutiſi in his knowledge, a very flight temp- 
tation will lead him to pity brutes; having more of 
Sin, Fleſh, and Beſtiality „ than he has of Gop's 

Siri itt, 


tm 


Spire Natural affections will flow. under ſtrong 
temptations, more to Sinners, Beaſts, and Devils, 9 
they will to Gop himſelf. 

Theſe temptations have beſet many of Goy's Elke; 
but he always makes a way for their eſcape ;—and 
they who continue in them, cannot ſay Grace reigns ;— 
and thoſe who die in them, will find none of this 
Univerſal Charity exiſt in Hell—there is no love there. 
We need not wonder at theſe temptations beſetting 
the Elect, when even Carsr himſelf was tempted to 


ſelf. murder, and even to fall down and worſhip Satan, | 


It is from this root of Univerſal Charity, that thoſe 
. compaſſionate words flow, which we often hear of 
being poured out in behalf of Cain, Eſau, Judas, 
Saul, Ahab, and Pharoah, deelaring CHRIST aied for 
them, who are in Hell already. 


When we hear from a pulpit thoſe bowels at . 
verſal Charity, ſounding in all their tenderneſs, pity, 


ſympathy, and love, for rebels, reprobates, traitors, 
and apoſtates, we may ſoon gueſs who is the preacher. 
And if they call themſelves Apoſtles, as Peter was, we 
may anſwer them as CHRIST did him: © Get hee be- 


bind me Satan.” They, ought to be an offence to us, | 


becauſe they ſavour not the things that are of Go, but 
thoſe that be of men (a). All the enemies this Univer- 
fal Charity has, appear to be only Gop 8 Sovereign 
Electing and everlaſting Love to his Choſen; Carisr's 
particular redmption of his people, and the Holy 
Ghoſts n and n 5 on 


WC Matt. 2, 


the 


e 

ng ne called of Gop. All the Arminians I ever con- 
an t erſed with, ſeemed to be in Love with all, but theſe 
Sovereign acts of Grace, and the choſen of Gop ; 
but theſe they oppoſe. And ſeeing they open their 
mouths againſt Gop, his living temple, and they that 
duell in the heavens, we have reaſon to believe there 
F is not much of God in them; if there was, heir hearts. 
dd be were their treaſure is (a). 1 an 
8 A ͤ woman once told me, that a certain preacher 


x throwed the gates of Heaven wide open; I then told 
ber be ought to be damned if the boaſted of power 
r epter in, and yet ſtaid out; howbeit I fear ſhe is 


on this ſide the door to this day. Another told me, 

after hearing a diſcourſe from me about Election, that 
I barred the gates of Heaven, but Mr. Univerſal Cha- 
rity opened them to all. I told her if he did, there 
were none let in but Gop's Elect ; for all that are 
there, are called, choſen, and faithful (b). 

An Arminian preacher, ſome time ago, made a 
complaint that his congregation was thin, he had 
preached them almoſt all away; and, under much 
concern, he ſaid Election was the doftrine of the day; 
nothing would go down with people but Election. 
If this ſaleſman has ſo clogged the market with Free- 
will, that all the buyers fand idle, he ought to ſet 
forth free Grace, and ſee what that will do. Let him 
take his market-bell, and cry a ſale, as Iſaiah did, 
without money, and without price (c). Why does he ſet 


(a) Matt. vi. 21. 5) Rev. xvii. 14. 
(c) Iſaiah Iv. 1. 5 1 


En 

forth the refuſe of the wheat, alli the Ephah ſmall, and 
Shekel great, and falfify the balances of juſtice by deceit ? 
I know there is Corn 0 be fold in our Egypt, and Gopy 
has ſent it from Heaven for our food, and why ſhould 
he try to make a famine ? He that withholdeth Corn, 
the people fall curſe him: But bleſſing ſhall be upon the 
Dead of him that ſelleth it (a). God has not ſent us 
a famine of hearing tlie. Mord of the Los p (5), and why 
they ſhould make cur fruitful land barren by their wicked- 
neſs, I know not. Gop has promiſed Corn to make 
the young men chearful (c); and I ſee no cauſe to make 
them /ad with chaff. They ought 1 tread out the 
Corn (d), and feed he See 0 with 1285 e 
der (e). | 


I will take notice of PP effects of . Cha- 


rity, and leave the root for a while. After Gop had 
delivered my ſoul from that gilded bait called, or 
rather nick- named, Charity, I walked about five months 
in the happy enjoyment of Electing Love, till one 


day I dropt into company with a very ſtrenuous Ar- 
minian, who lived at Meflon-Green in the pariſh of. 


Thames-Ditton, in the county of Surry: he was one who 
appeared to walk like an angel, and was fourteen 
years old in Arminianiſm. I mentioned Gop's love 


to my ſoul, and innocently told him how I had fought 
againſt Befion ; how God had applied it to me, and 
I D in it; not in the leaſt ſuf] paying t he 


(a) Prov. xi. 5. 5 60 2 Amon Vill. 11. 
(e) Zeck. ix. 17. (4) 1 Cort 9. 
(e) Iſaiah xxx. 24. ; 95 


would deal with my conſcience as a thief.” However 
his viſage ſoon changed with envy. He told me | 
I was wrong ; and added, I was. but young in the 
ways of Gor, but he was of long ſtanding. I, fool 
like, thought length of days muſt teach evi ſdom (a); not 
conſidering that old men are not always wiſe, nor do the 
aged, at all times, underſtand judgment (b). However, 
he being very zealous (though not according to knowledge) 
took me into a private apartment, to expound to me the 
way of the God of this world, more Perfetih than I 
deſired to know 1 

He brought forth a e wrote Us one e 
and he entertained me with it almoſt the whole after- 
noon. The book, as far as I can remember, ſeemed 
as ſound as fleſh and blood could make it; and ap- 
peared as good a Web as. carnal reaſon is capable of 
weaving from 'the quills or ſkaines of human inven- 


tion. And, in order to ſet it off, there was, here and 


there, a text of Scripture jumbled in. But that good 


author ſeemed to be more earneſt for fruit, than for 
ingrafting; and I believe would be better pleaſed with 


a crop of leaves than a good Root. However, we are 
told not to expect grapes from thorns, nor good fruit 
from corrupt trees. I often cried out, O Sir! that is 
boggy ground, I cannot venture on that! Don't 
ſpeak againſt it, ſays he, you don't underſtand it: 


So he laboured to put a better face on it, but it was 


ſtill one of the lean kine. He laboured with more fer- 
vency to bring my ſoul from Carisr, than ever I 


(e 12 (3) Job xxxili. 9. 
| ; | did 
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did to bring a ſoul to him I ſpeak this 19 my ſtume. 
Finding my head like a gentleman's garret, filled with 
this lumber, I fled out of the houſe, both wounded and 
naked. I went that night to hear the Word preached, 
but there was nothing for me; Free-will and Free 
Grace were ſtriving perpetually in my mind for a 
month or more; I had nothing in me but this pro 
and cou. The thoughts of falling from the bleſſed 
ſtate in which I had long been, and being damned 
after all; knowing what a dreadful place Hell was, 
by the dreadful pains which I had felt of it ; and 
knowing what a powerful adverſary Satan was, Alas ! | 
ſaid I, if final apoſtacy from a ſtate of Grace be true, 
and I only ftand in my own ſtrength, fall I muſt ; 
and then there is no more ſacrifice for fin, but a fearful 
Doing for of judgment (a). | 
Theſe things filled my ſoul with flaviſh fear, threw 
me into bondage again, ſet me' ſtriving in my own 
ſtrength, and my heart to fretting againſt the Lord (5). 
My evil tempters often made me fin, which ſtopped 
the mouth of prayer and praiſe, nor could I read, me- 
ditate, or ſtay my thoughts on any thing. Thus was 
my mind entangled in the Arminian labyrinth, till 
the billows of deſpair rolled over my ſoul, and I funk 
in deep waters, where there was no flanding, ſo that. the 
floods of deſpair overflowed me.—This is the cauſe why 
-T am ſo ſevere againſt that doctrine ;—but none but 
a-burnt child dreads ?hat fire. | 


(s) Heb, x. 27. (5) Prov, xix. 3. 
| Being 
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3 one day buſy in howing a land- lk at 
Ewell, in Surry, (mourning under my preſent diſtreſs 
of ſoul, and the perilous ſtate J appeared to be in) 
and reaſoning that it was Gop's grace alone which 
begun, and would ſurely carry on this work: the 
anſwer in my mind was, No; I had improved the day 
of grace myſelf, and falling away was a truth; for I 
was already fallen. This cut me ſo deep; that I curſed 
the day I ever ſaw that wretch: Oh, ſaid I, if Cuxlsr 
will but ſhew me that the whole work was of him, 
and give me ſecurity for the future, I would never 
grudge to ſerve him day nor night, I would not 
care how hard I worked, or how much I ſuffered, if 
an eternal portion of his love and preſence was bor 
ſecured to my ſouluu. | 

In anſwer to this, a voice from 8 ende! 
in my ſoul with theſe words: Don't you know that 
the Scripture ſays; No man can come to me, except tie 
Father draw him? I anſwered in anger, with a loud 
voice, I know it ſays ſo! The anſwer came again, 
and ſaid, If you can find a paſſage in Scripture, where 
it is ſaid, a man has a power to come, then you 
may prove the Bible lies. — This taught me, that 
God held his power to command, though man has 
loſt his power to obey. And as there are many who 
boaſt of will and power, Gop has an undeniable 
Tight to ſet them this impoſſible taſk, namely, 10 put 
away their evil, make themſelves a new heart, learn 10 do 
well, make themſelves clean, &c.; and, as a Juſt God, 
| damn them for not performing that taſk, which they 
S boaſt 
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boaſt of having power to do. And as for the Elect, 
I ſaw. they were brought under the ferrors of the law, 
and there ſet to work in their own ſtrength, to con- 
vince them of their inability to create in themſelves a 
new heart and a new ſpirit ; and by ſpending their 


Arengib with nitre, and much ſoap (a); and finding it 


nothing but waſhing the Ethiopian white (b) ; and that 
their iniquities are ſtill marked before Gov (c), they fly 
for refuge to ſovereign mercy in Curisr, having ſpent 
all their living, and getting only worſe, inflead of better; 
then Cantor gives them a new heart, a new ſpirit, 
makes them clean, cauſes them to walk in his flatutes, and 
promiſes that ey never ſhall depart from him (d). 
This I found was the privilege of a Son, the other 


is the taſk of a Servant : And tbe Son is 10 abide ia the 
_ Fouſe for ever (e), but the ſervant is to be kicked out of 


doors (F). And although a gift of ſpeech to preach, 


or pray, or an alarm in conſcience, may be given to 


a ſervant in this life, yet they are all to be taken away 
again from him, but not from the Son, he is to loſe 
nothing of his inheritance for ever (g). Theſe things 
made the ſeale of Arminianiſm move up, and ſoon I 
faw it kick the beam, for all in that ſcale are lighter 
than vanity. But eternal election, and final perſeve- 
rance came down full weight, and I ſoon felt myſelf 


in that ſcale. This brought me out of the Arminian 


Fog, and truth ſhined in my heart like a comet, and 


(a) Jer. ii. 22. | (5) Jer. xii, 23. 
PR tian xxxvi. 7 
(e) John viii. 35. (Y Gal. iv. 30. 


) Ezck. zlvi. 16, 17. 
| 'he 
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he that cannot reconcile theſe things, has not loſt 
his vai and he that perverts them with open eyes, 
is worſe than a Devil. 7 

From that moment I waged war againſt Armi- 
nianiſm, and if God ſpares my life a hundred years 
longer, I hope he will employ me in this battle, and 
let me die in this fight; and I am fully perſuaded TI 


ſhall never doubt of its being the battle of the Loxp. 


Soon after, this champion, (whoſe name is Hack/ton) 
attacked me again, and brought many paſſages to 
me, which I had net conſidered : Yet Gop gave me 
underſtanding in them while he was bringing them 
forth, and enabled me to wrench the ſword out of his 
hand, turn its edge againſt him, cut his ears,” and 
made his countenance fall. And I lived to ſee his fan- 
cied joy zoither, for I fear he was but a ſon of man(a) 3 
becauſe he ſeemed to drop into the world again, and 
under every 3 he generally 8908 till it was 
over. 

We had a parſon in the church, who was ſeldom 
ſober a day in the week, but I never keard him ſay 
any thing againſt this miniſter; bur if he went to 
hear an honeſt, ſound Calviniſt, he generally wrangled 


againſt him, to thoſe in company, all the way home; 


ſo it appeared not to be fin which he hated, but the 


truth of God. I have often been enabled to ſtop 


their mouths, when they have been contending for 
good works in point of merit, by ſetting my works 
againſt theirs, and appealing to their own conſciences 


| (a) Joel 1. 12. : | 
„„ „ for 


( 20 ) 


for a teſtimony, as they lived cloſe by me told 
them they promiſed 1% go, but went not, I ſaid 1 
would not go, but Gop made me go: I worked hard, 
yet felt myſelf unprofitable—they did nothing but ca- 
vil, and yet boaſted of merit. And I have ſometimes 
told them my works would weigh down the works of 

fifty of theſe Arminian trunk-makers ; though we 
dare not boaſt before Gop, yet we are not to debaſe 
ourſelves before hypocrites. The righteous falling down 
before the wicked, is as a troubled fountain, and corrups 
ſpring (a). | | 

When they have been contending with me for 
final apoſtacy from Grace (as they call it) I have told 
them, if they believed that they could finally fall, and 
be damned, they might fall, Their faith was not 
the gift of Gop—nor the faith of Gop's Elefi—ac- 
cording to their faith (or rather their fancy) be it unto 
them. 1 believed I never ſhould, and according to my 
faith it would be unto me (b). Go is not bound to 
keep them on, in his ſtrength, who reject his Omni- 
potent Arm. I found I could not drag them out of 
their pit, and why ſhould they want to pull us down 
from our rock ? They have been forced often to con- 
feſs to me they were in bondage, and I don't wonder 
at it ; for if truth will not make them free, ne is no 

ground to expect lies will. 

- Theſe are ſome of the fruits and effects which my 
poor ſoul has felt of Univerſal Charity, which robbed 
me of that which was ſweeter to my foul than lite it- 


0 Prov. xxv. 26. (3) Matt.! ix. 29. 
; "ets 
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ſelf ; I mean the peace of Gop ruling in my confines? 
I own the man was liberal enough of ſuch as he had, 
he gave it me freely; but if a gentleman makes me a 
preſent of a draught of Mercury, though it is a free 
gift, yet if it kills me, I don't fee much charity in it. 
Chriſtian Reader beware, leſt thou get to dealing, or 
rather exchanging, with them as I did. It is called 
_ Charity, but it is only exchanging—they will take 
away your peace, and give you nought but confuſion ; 
and that man that takes away truth, and gives me 
nothing but a fable, has but little right to a tribute 
of praiſe from me. 

How the name univerſal came to be given to theſe 
fleſhly, brutal paſſions, tinctured with ſuch malice 
againſt Gop's ſovereignty, and all who in humi- 
lity bow to it, I know not, Pray, Mr. Charity, what 
is your Chriflian name ?—Anſwer. Univerſal. Pray 
who gave you that name * Who was your Godfathers 
and Godmothers, and what did they promiſe to do for 
you? Did they promiſe you ſhould live in charity 
with all men? — Ves. So indeed you do, with all 
men in the fleſh. But how came you to lift up your 
hands againſt the LoxD's Anointed ? I mean the Pro- 
phets, Apoſtles, Holy Fathers, old honeſt Calvin, Hervey, 
Toplady, Whitefield, and all ſuch who are dead, and yet 
have a voice in the Church, and a bleſſed memory 
If thy name is univerſal, how comeſt thou to call 
the ſovereign monarch of Heaven and Earth a Tyrant 


God? And how comeſt thou to call the King of 
A 3 be Zion 


„ 


Zion to an account about the choſen ſubjects of his 
kingdom Doſt thou want to condemn the chief Sbep- 
herd, and call him to an account about his particular 
Fold ? Doſt thou want to alter his Regiſter Book, and 
bring in endleſs genealogies of thy own, and blot out 
the names of vis /heep, and interline it with the names 
of goats? Thou haſt put Judas, ab, Cain, Eſau, 
and perhaps Simon Magus there. By what authority 
doſt thou theſe things, and who gave thee this authority ? 
Thou deſpiſeſt the unconditional Law of Faith, and 
what haſt Zhou to do 10 declare Gop's unalterable fla- 
tutes, or with thy wavering tongue and w/lable heart 
to declare his unconditional Covenant, or take it inio 
thy mouth ? ſeeing thou hateft all the inſtructions the 
whole cloud of witneſſes have given thee, and caſteſt all 
God's words ſpoken by them behind tby back. Men 
thou ſaweft a thief (who robbed Gop of his unrivalled 
prerogative) then thou conſented with him, and haſt 

been a partaker with the ſpiritual adulterers of Rome. 
Thou giveſt thy tongue to evil, and teacheſt many 

to rebel againſt Gop ; thy tongue frameth deceit, and 
thou haſt canonized hypocrites ; and haſt declared 
Cxrisr died for ſome now in purgatory. Thou fitteft 
and ſpealeſt againſt thy brother in the fleſh, and haſt 
ſlandered Zion's bleſſed Sm. Theſe things haſt thou 
dine, and becauſe Gop hath long kept filence, thou 
thinkeft he is altogether ſuch an one as thyſelf ; ; but he ſhall 
reprove thee, and ſet thy wickedneſs in order before 
#hine eyes, and tear thee in pieces, and it is not free- 
will, nor uniyerſal charity, ſhall be able to deliver 
| thee, 


4-3 - 
thee, Becauſe judgment on thy evil work has not been 
ſpeedily executed, thy heart is fully /et in thee to do evil (a). 
And thou thinkeſt the effect of every viſion to be pro- 
tonged (). Yet know thou, damnation ſlumbers not (c). 
And if thou couldſt ive an hundred years twice told, an 
\ untimely birth is better than thy falſe conception (d). 
Ob, thou full of all ſubtilty, in wreſting the word of 

Gop, and abridging and altering the teſtimony of the 
dead in faith, and ſpoiling their good report; thou full 
of all miſchief, in ſowing diſcord among brethren, thou 
child of the devil by birth and practice, thou enemy of 
all imputed righteouſneſs, when wilt thou ceaſe to per- 
vert the right ways of the Loxp (e)? There is a miſt 
already fallen on thee, and thou art fumbling on the 
dark mountains (F). And let me tell thee, judicial 
blindneſs, inſenſibility), and the ſcorner's chair is an earn- 
eſt of utter darkneſs, and the heavieſt judgments Gos 
inflicts in time. And though the troops which poſ- 
ſeſs thee, give thee the name of Legion, yet that name 
is no refuge. They are moſt in number called chil- 
dren of the deſolate, and as to the name of Legion, it is 
given even to Devils (g). Therefore put that lie 
out of thy hand, for it ſhall never deliver thy ſeul (). 

I ſee thou art ſtill filent, I aſked the name of thy 

| Godfathers and Godmothers, but thou gaveſt me no 
anſwer : I can anſwer for thee. Thy godfather is 


(a) Eccl. viii. 11. (3) Ezek. xii. 22, 23. 
(e) 2 Pet. ii. 3. (4) Ezek. vi. 3 

(e) Acts xiii. 10, 11. Jer. zii. 16. 

(s) Mark v. 9. (5) Iſaiah xliv. 20. 
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the God of this world, and thy rea! father too. And 
thy godmothers are Fezehel the ancient, and Jezebel the 
modern, and thou canſt not deny it. Mot ye not, that 
ſuch a man as I can certainly divine (a) ? Why art thou 
wwroth, and why is thy countenance fallen? 1 f thou 
canſt not ſtand the ſcrutiny of the righteous, thou 
ſhalt never ſlaud the judgment of Gov. Go thy way for 


the preſent, and when I have a more convenient ſea: 
fon I will ſend for thee. | 


te) Gen, xi. 15. 
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UNIVERSAL CHARITY 


EXAMINE D. 


Try the Spirits. 1 John iv. I. 


5 7 HAVE ſet thee for a tower, and a fortreſs among 

my people, that thou mayeft know and try their 
2005 6 Maſter Univerſal Charity, alias Infernal 
Deception, J have a commiſſion from the King of Kings 
to examine and try thee ; and I am determined, as 
I have obtained mercy to be put into this office, to 
be found faithful, and abide only by the laws of the 
Celeſtial Realm. 7 abjure thee therefore to inform 
me what thy occupation is, and from whence thou 
comeſt, What is thy country, and of 10h people art 
thou? Anfwer, My father is Gop, and I teach 
according to his law ; thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
#hyſelf.—If Gop were thy Father, thou wouldſt own 
| his Sovereignty, and thou wouldſt love Jacob But, 
inſtead of that, thou hateſt Jacob, and contendeſt for 
Eſau, over whom the ſword bathed in heaven hangs 
mn (09. 


00 1 vi. 27s ) Ifaiah xxxiv. 5. 


( 26 ) 

If Gop were thy father, thou wouldſt love them 
that love kim : He that loves him that begets, loves him 
alſo that is begotten of him (a). But, inſtead of this, 
thou haſt caviled againſt the 7e/:mony of all them who 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, Yea, thou 
art at war with all the burning and /hining lights in the 


land of the living. Thou haſt taught men in public 


pulpits to bely the dying teſimogy of that undaunted, 
and immoveable champion for truth, Mr. Toplady. 
A man who ſtood faſt, and died in the happy enjoy- 
ment of Gop, and in the fulleſt aſſurance of trium- 
phant Faizh ; and one whom thou, by all thy ſophiſ- 
tical turnings, windings, and falſe conſtructions, 
(which have been uſed in thy pulpits againſt his di- 
_ winity) canſt never deny, but invincible /ruth was his 
Shield and buckler (5). 
And though thou haſt taught many to accuſe bim 
of being bitter and ſevere, yet the ſpirit and porwer of 
Elijall was in him. He fought for Gop—bore his 
ſword not in vain—he fought the field with- valour— 
ſtood and withſtood all error—overcame by faith in 
the blood of the Lamb—cut his way through the 
whole hoſts of Locuſts — was more than conqueror 


through Electing Love died at war with the fleſh, 


and under the ſweeteſt influence of the King, the 


Lud of hoſts, mighty in battle, | | 
And haſt thou taught thy pupils 10 grate againſi him 


with malicious words ? Surely if he was living, he would 
remember thy deeds, And I am informed thou haſt 


e) 1 John Ve 2. () Pal. xci. 4. 
| taught 
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tau 8 thy pupil to alter the Pi 1285 8 W of 


Joun BUNYAN. 
Pray what buſineſs haſt thou to ſet a Reverend 


MasTzr of thy arts, to interfere with the trade of 
Tixk ERS? Thou haſt mixed falſe and baſe metal 
with his GoLDEN BELL (a). Surely if he was liv- 
ing, he would punch a thouſand holes in thy !7nkling 
cymbal, for gathering all that droſs into his Gol p, 
which the ALMIGcutyY by ſo many fires purged from 
him. What ſayeſt thou to theſe things —heareſt thou 
not how many things are witneſſed againſt thee ® Ax- 
SWER. I havealtered them, but it was out of love 
to my neighbours, that all men might underſtand 
them. But how cameſt thou to fight again Gop ? 
He ſays he has hidden theſe things from the wiſe and 
prudent, and revealed them unto babes (b) ; and what 
right haſt thou to ſully the glory of his kidden pearls, 

and then caſt them before ſeine (c)? 

Gop has bound up his teſtimony among his diſciples, 
and left his whole myſtery in a ſealed Book (d). And 
haſt thou attempted to open the broad & of the 
Great KinG? which the modeſty and inability of 
Angels refuſed to undertake (e) ; even when in hea- 
ven the queſtion was aſked, they ſtood filent half an 
bour (F). But thou, having engroſſed all zwiſdom ta 
thyſelf, haſt made thy pupil a ſecond Pope, ſet up 
another infallible head, and haſt rifled the treaſures 


(a) Exod. xxxix. 26. (5) Matt. xi. 25. 
(e) Matt. vii. 6. (4) Iſaiah xxix. 11. 
(e) Rev. v. (f) Rev, viii. 1. 


of 
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of the ALMIGHTY ; by teaching him to explain 


away by human learning, magic art, and falſe con. 
ſtruction, what he could not comprehend by pur- 
blind reaſon. And thus he appears another Key. 
| keeper, and has laid violent hands on the Saviour's 
girale, who alone keeps the Keys of Hell and of Death. 
Theſe things haſt thou done, yea, and taught ſouls 
to deteſt and renounce the perfe& obedience of 
Car1sT ; which ſingle obedience believed in, and put 


on, is to make many righteous (a). But thou haſt} 


taught thy pupils to call CyrrsT's obedience [which 
is to juſtify many) imputed nonſenſe, and haſt taught 
them to truſt in fleſhly obedience, which God calls a 
ſpider's web (b). The GospEL reveals no other righ- 
teouſneſs to juſtify ſinners before Gop, than the obe- 
dience of CHa isr alone. This righteouſneſs the Hea- 
dens ſhall reveal, not the Earth (c); it is 'God's 
righteouſneſs, not Man's (d). But thou haſt taught 
men to refuſe an everlaſting righteouſneſs, which can 
Juſtify the ungodly ſe), and to truſt in a righteouſneſs 
which Gop ſays ſhall never profit them at all ( ). 
And thou ſayeſt thy name is UNIVERSAL CHA- 


RITY, and that Gop is thy Father, and thou waſt 


Shed abroad in their hearts by the HoLy Ghosr: In this 
thou lieſt againſt Gop the FarHER, Gop the Sox, 
and Gop he HoLy Gnosr, If Gop were thy Father, 
thou as CnARIT v, would believe all things in the 


(2) Rom. v. 19, 1 Tfaiah 6 


(e) Rom. i. 16, 17, (4) Ifaiah liv. 17. 
(e) Dan ix. 24. () Iſaiah lvii. 12, 


bible; 


LE 

Bible ; Charity believeth all things [a). Tf Gop were 
thy Father, thou wouldeſt do as thoſe do, tho love 
the law of GoD after the inner man, and obey the voice 
of Gop therein; for God tells his preachers to bring 
orth the beft robe to every returning prodigal (b), to fill 
their hungry ſouls with the bread of Heaven, and the 
atted calf ; ſhoe their feet with that peace which 


of WM Cart has prepared, give them a ring, as an un- 
it {WJ doubted token of their indiſſoluble marriage union 
a {MW with the Sox or Gop, declares to their ſouls that 
z uch are found and alive for ever, charms them with a 
t ſweet foretaſte of Heaven's melody (c), gives them a 
+ divine i to caſt out their fear, deſtroys their doubt- 


ing of his favour, and to encourage them to familia- 
rity, he then ſends them with that ki/5 to the Son, 
to pay it away. ß the Son leſt he be angry; ble ee are 
all they that put their truſt in him (d). 
But thou, Mr. ChARIT Y, doſt not conftrain a 
3 to do this as ſervants (e), but thou ſetteſt them 
in MosEs's CHAIR, and teacheſt them to make laws 
of their own. They become taſt-maſiers—they ſet 
them to work without cloaths, ſhoes, victuals, or tools. 
Thou ſayeſt the beſt robe is nonſenſe, the ring of ever- 
| laſting love may be broke in a minute, and they re- 
ceive a final divorce ; and them who are charmed 
with heavenly muſic and dancing, in the large room 
of Goſpel Liberty, that they are Antinomians. Thou 


(a) 1 Cor. xiii. „„; q ũ M ‚ a= 
(e) Luke xv. 4. (4) Pſal. ii. 12. 

3. (e). Matt. XX. 27. e g | 
| teacheſt 


412 0 
teacheſt blind guides to preach contradictions, and te 
ſet the dead to perform impoſſibilities. To the dead a 
they ſay, up and be doing; to the lepers, make ye clean; 5: 
to the diſtreſſed ſoul, be ye perfect in the fleſh; and to © 
them that are blinded with pride, and paſt all fecling, *: 
that they have completely obtained it, ax ſo under © 
the ſecond bleſſing. 5 4 
Thus thou teacheſt men to r the wy by 
ſaying they are Antinomians, and to juſtify the wwicked,| f 
by telling the proud and inſenſible Hypocrite that he ? 
is perfect; when indeed, by his ſpiritual wickedneſs, ? 
and hardneſs of heart, he is in the ſecond darkneſs, * 
which is an earneſt of the third, and under the ſe- © 
cond: curſe=that of inſenſibility. To be paſt feel 
ing, is to be ſeared both againſt Law and Goſpel ; 
t 
: 


but theſe thou loveſt beſt, and juſtiſies them; telling 
them they are perfect in the fleſh even as God is per- 
ect, making Gop fleſh and blood as they are. He 

that ſays to a zwicked man thou art righteous, him ſhall 

the people curſe, nations ſhall abhor bim (a). 
Mr. UNIVERSAL CHARITY thou art a liar, an im- 
poftor, a deceiver, and a thief ; a liar, by calling Go 
thy father, when thou art a rebel againſt his Jaws; Ml * 
an impoſtor, becauſe, under the name of CHARIT Y, 
thou art a robber; thou runneſt away with the Key 
Knowledge, thou hideſt the ſtrong meat of eternal elec- 

tion, which is to confirm the feeble knees; thou 
haſt ſtole and hid the =o robe, and 125 the poor 


(a) Prov. xxiv. 24. 


without 


(3) 


Without any covering in the cold (a). Thou art a 


te 

adi a deceiver, becauſe thou fayeſt thy name is UNIVER. 
1A CHARITY, When thou art only an maelite; 
toll every godly. man is againſt thee, and thy hand is 
1,0 againſt 400 the children of the free woman ; thou hateſt 
ler every heir of promiſe, and contendeſt continually for 

them whom Gop has caſt away. 

by If thou waſt the tove of Gop, thou wouldſt lead 
4,8 fouls to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jeruſalem, Io the com- 
ne pany of Elect Angels, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made 
$, 2 5 (5). But inſtead of this, thou contendeſt for 
5, reprobates, which proves hy gueſts to be in the depths 
MI of Hell (e). Cnanrty what ſayeſt thou to theſe things? 


AnsweR. I teach againſt imputed righteouſneſs, only 
becauſe J am afraid it will ſpoil their own. And as 
for Election, I taught them to reje& that, fearing 
they would get idle, and by wan that back, Gop 
gets more works from them. 

O, thou cunning hypocrite ! I ſee Ae thy maſk, 
thou art one of thoſe foxes that ſpoil the vines. Thou 
teacheſt againſt 1mputed righteouſneſs, which alone can 
fave, and teacheth to truſt in one that cannot :—So 
thou teacheth them to commit wo evils, to forſake a 
Fountain of living water, and make a broken ciſtern that 
can hold no water (d). To reject a wedding garment (e), 
and ſtand in filthy rags (F). Surely if thou waſt the 
love of God, thou wouldſt do as CHRIST commands: 


(a) Job xxiv: 7. (5) Heb. xii. 22. 
(e) Prov. ix. 18. ' (4) Jer. ii. 13. 
(e) Matt. xx. 11. ( Iſaiah laiv, 6. 
Simon 


(32 ) 


Amon loveſt thou me? then feed my ſteep (a). Vea, thou 
wouldſt not keep back their food, that a greater 
taſk might be performed, but wouldſt do as CHRIST 
did; he gave them ſtrong meat firſt; rejoice that your 
names are written in heaven (503 then he fills their bel. 
lies alſo Children have qe any meat : . T hey anſwer No, 
then ſays he come and dine (c); then-he lifts up his hands 
und bleſſes them, and ſays he is with them always (d). 
At the day of Pentecoſt he fills them with the Hol 


GuosrT (e); then they went forth and zrought, and if 


the Lox p worked with them, confirming their word with 
igns (f). CarisT is 4 prieſt after the order of Melchiſe- 
dec. Pleſſes them  fuſt, meets them with bread and wine, 
and then receives his own fruits. But thou haſt made 
him a pricſt after the law of a carnal commandment, in- 
ſtead of he porver of an endleſs life (g). And by thefe 
means thou haſt taught ſouls to abhor the offering of 
Gop : Yea, thou haſt taught ſuch fooliſhneſs of men's 
invention, as to pervert the ways of many, until their 
hearts have fretted againſt the Lord (h). RD 
If thy name and nature was ee thou 
wouldeſt feed the hungry, and cloath the naked, and not 
lock the ſtrong, meat up in a cupboard, Jeſuit-like, 
that people might work the harder. Who can work 
and ſtarve? We commonly ſay hard-working men 
want good ſubſtantial meat, but thou ſendeſt them 


(a) John xxi. 16. (3) Luke oy 20. 


(5) John xxi. 12. (4) Matt. xxviii 20. 
(e) Acts ii. 4. %% = © 4" a 


E) Heb. vii. 16, | (5) Prov, xix. 3. 
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into the wilderneſs with only a bottle of zoater at their 
| back, and there they may work and wander, till they 
are obliged to turn archers : And thus it is when they 
ſee others ook fairer and fatter (feeding by faith) than 
children of their ſort, they grudpe, (not being ſatisfied 
with huſks) and often bend their bozws in ſecret, and ſhoot 
at the upright in heart, Thou haſt not only taught 
ſouls to reject Jenovan our RicnyTEOUSNESS, who 
is our JusT Gop ind Saviour, and the JusTIFIER 
of them that believe (a) ; but thou haſt taught ſouls to 
flagger at the Axx of the Loxp, by denying the final 
perſeverance of Gop's Eleft. In the Lord have we 
righteouſneſs to juſtify, and Arength to travel on, and 
overcome (bY. 

We are commanded to go forth in the frength of 
the LoxD Gop, and to make mention of his righteouſneſs, 
even of his only (c). Gop has promiſed to ſtrengthen us, 
and to ho us (d), and to ſay we are ſtrong in him, 
when nothing but weakneſs in ourſelves (e). None 
ſhall pluck us out of his hands (f) ; though believers fall, 
they ſhall not be caft down, for the Lok D upholdeth them 
with his hand (g). But thou haſt zhruft ſore at this arm 
of Gop, that they might fall, by telling ſouls they 
might ſtand to-day, and fall into Hell to-morrow :; 
Surely this muſt weaken confidence in the Ouxipo- 
TENCE of GOD. And this proves thee a preacher of 


—___ „  — 


(a) Rom. iv. 3. 0) Ifiiah xlv, 24. 
(c) Pſalm Ixxi. 16. (d) Iſaiah xli. 10. 
(e) Joel iii. 10. (/) John x. 28. 


(gs) Pſalm xxxvii. 24. 
Yo damna- 


( 34 ) 
 damiution, by encouraging unbelief ; for he that believes 
not ſhall be damned(a). 

Thus thou preacheſt down the ſovereignty of our | 
Eleft Head and Elect Foundation ChRisr IEsus, by de- 
nying Ziection. And thou preacheſt down the ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs of Gop, by denying its imputation ; 
and thou preacheft down the omnipotence of Gop, 
by denying our perfeverance therein ; and then thou 
cryeſt out lo ! here is CHRIST, in this ſecret chamber of 
imagery, but we believe it not, for thou telleft lies in the 
nanie of the Lord (b). Then thou calleſt thy name 
CHARIT Y, when in very deed thy name and nature 
is nothing but hievery. Thou haſt robbed Gop, and 

thou haſt robbed his children of their bread ; this is a 
two-fold facrilege. When wilt 'thou leave off this 
trade of picking and flealing, Hing and flandering ? | 

O!] thou walking peſizlence ! creeping in darkneſs, 
when wilt thou pull off thy rough garment, and ceaſe 
10 deceive (c) *® What fhall be done unto thee, O thou 
falſe tongue (4d) ; thou ſpeakeft c wwickedly for Gop, and talkeſt 
deceitfully for him{e); out of thy own mouth have I judged 

bee, thou wicked ſervant ; thou owneſt thyſelf that thou 
locked the frong meat up in the cupboard, that they 

might work the more. ' Surely a /acrilegious Feſuit is 
two-fold worſe than a begging Friar ; thou art too 

Proud to beg, but not too honeſt to ſeal. Thy wretch- 
ed name, Univerſal, is only partial; thou regardeſt 


(a) Mark . 16. ) Jew xxvii. 1 6. 
(c) Zach. xili. 4. (4) Pfalm exx. 3. 
(e) Job xiii. 7. | | fat 


devils, 
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K 
devils, rebels, hypocrites, and brutes, but haſt no more 


mercy for the honeſt ſaints of Gop, than his unmer- 
ciſul holineſs of Rome, when, by the laws of his bloody 


inquiſition, he has ne and named them He- 


reticks. 


If a perſon comes to thine e who has 
learnt the Satanic trick of wreſting ſcriptures, cavil- 


ing againſt Gop's eſſential doctrines, a hater of the 


Elect, with a gloomy countenance, and a Nazaritiſh 
head, proudly boaſting of his own perfection, though 
he gives God himſelf the lie to his face (a); yet he 


is the man that ſhall dwell with Moab, and Moab be- 


comes a covert to him from free grace, which is ſup- 
poſed to be a ſpoiler. But if Gop ſets a foul at 
liberty, he is caſt out as an abominable branch, leſt he 
ſhould ſeaſon others. If Cyarity caſt out the ſalt, 
ſhe has only the name, but loſes the ſavaur; and how 
is her family to be ſeaſoned 2with it, when you ſay it is 


neither fit for your land, nor for your dunghill ? 


Old Tromas BROWN, a weaver, at GAlINsBO- 
ROUGH, in Lincoluſhire, who ſat among a ſociety of 


uni verſal lovers twenty years, in chains of guilt, with 


his ears charmed by the claſs leader, who had long 
entertained them with this vain reperition—** Come my 


 dears, let's up and be doing; which was ſinging a lovely 
Jong 10 a heavy heart; Goy at laſt pitying his long 


captivity, applied this paſſage to him, with power 
and comfort: * I will bring the blind by a way they 
know not, I will lead them in paths they have not known 3 


(a) 1 John i. 8. | 
MN: IJ will 
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I will make da rkneſs light before them, and crooked things 
Araight ; theſe things will I do unto them, and mit forſake 
them.” 

The poor man feeling, and ſeeing the ſweetneſs of 
this promiſe, went to the «laſi-meeting, and ſhewed 
the claſs-leader the promiſe, and told him the joy it 
eame with. The claſs-leader, who was almoſt perfec? - 
in his own eyes (Pope-like) ſnatched the Bible out of 
his hands, and .afked him if he was going to turn 
 Antinomian 3 and told him to work out his own ſalva- 
tion! when Gop had worked in him both to will and to 
do. A few days after, the c/aſs-leader went to him 
again, and finding him reading the Bible, took it 
away, which much diſtreſſed the poor ſoul ; who at 
laſt came to hear me, and Gop delivered him; and 
ever ſince he has been rejected of all that imperfect 
ſociety of Vuverſal Lovers, becauſe he by the Spirit is 
made perfect, even as his heavenly Father is perfect (a). 

If UniversaL CHARITY holds univerſal redemption, 
and ſays Cars died for all, why not for them who 
are born again of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as for Cain and 
EJau ?9 And if the Bible has no ſuch doctrine as re- 
probation, nor the earth any ſuch inhabitants, what 
will become of Tom Brown? UNIVERSAL CnA- 
RITY has caſt him out, excammunicated him, and repro- 
bated bis: It looks as if Univerſal Charity had de- 
ſtroyed Gop's prerogative of chogſing and refu/ing, 
only to eſtabliſh his own ſovereignty. But how a 
building of hay, ſtrauw, and ſtubble is to ſtand, eſtabliſhed 


( Matt. v. 48. 
on 
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on the ruins of Gop's ſovereign prerogative, I know 
not. If Gop's honour is trampled in the duſt, Uni- 
verſal Charity has little room to expect he will exalt 
his. They that honour me, I will howur ; but he that 
deſpiſeth me, ſhall be lightly efteemed (a). 

So the arm of the Lond there ſpoken of, to lead 
ſinners into paths they have not known, is rejected; 
and free-will and human ability is eſtabliſhed. - Surely 
this is making the la of Gop of little e, and the 
Goſpel of none, by this old way of tithing rue, aniſe, and 
cummin, but neglecting Mercy and Faith, which ought 
to have been done (b). To forſake and hate a man, 
becauſe the mercy of Gop has lifted him up, is a ſtrange 
way of ſhewing charity : However, it is the way that 
Saul ſhewed his love to David. The Log p ſent an 
evil ſpirit upon Saul, but ſtood by his ſervant David ; 
therefore David muſt fly the court, or receive the 
Javelin ; Saul became David's adverſary continually, 
becauſe Gop was his friend. | 
However, Saul was not without charity, he exalt- 
ed Doeg the Edomite for cutting off ſeventy of God's 
priefts, and raiſed him from his former office of dker- 
keeping, into that of being Lord of his houſhold : This 
place was the price of blood (c). UNIVERSAL CHA- 
 RITY ſhews her pity farther in Saul: There came up 
the Ziphites, and ſaid to Saul, doth not David (the 
Calviniſt) hide himſelf with us? now therefore, O king 
come down, wares ng 1 to al the * of thy ſoul to come 


@) I wa ii. 30. (2) Matt. xxiii. 23. 
- (c) 1 Sam. Xxxi. 7. and 1 Sam. xxii. 18. 


3 os down, 


* 


( 38 ) 

down, and though he has done nothing amiſs, yet our 
part ſhall be to deliver him up into the king's hand. This 
moved the bowels of UNIVERSAL CHARITY in Saul, 
and he ſaid bleſſed are ye of the Lord, for ye have com- 
Paſſion on me. Ye bleſſed traitors, and Doeg the 

murderer, are my beſt friends. 
But as for David, he is one of the El, the Spirit 
of God is in him, the anointing on him, mercy is ſure 
to him, and the oath of God ſecures him, therefore T 


hate him. Vet the ſovereign Lox p Gop of Iſrael is 


with, and has choſen him; and by his faith he is 
more righteous than I. And Gop has given him the 
kingdom by a covenant of ſalt, or grace, and has choſen 
him before me and all my uſe. Therefore this ſove- 
reign Lord, and his choſen veſſel, are the worſt tor- 
mentors I have. And he will go for refuge elſe- 
where: Seek me a woman with a familiar ſpirit (a). 
For though he made God and Samuel his enemies, 
for rejecting the word of truth, yet he will have a friend 
ſomewhere, if it be the Devil himſelf; and as he 
was altogether for outſide things, he will have Sa- 
muel's mantle, if he cannot have him (6). 3 5 
F ormerly Saul had, in his zeal for Gop, cut off the 
wizards out of the land; but when he ſaw the ſove- 
reignty of his Maker, in his choice of David, he 
goes to one of that number, even with a prayer in 
his mouth; Divine to me ] pray thee by the Devil (c); 
but found, as Haman did 25 Zeriſſi his wiſe, that he 


(a) 1 Sam. xxviii. = | (3) 1 Ws att; 1 
(c) 1 Sam. xxviii. 8, 8 55 
was 
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was to fall before this Iſraelite indeed, as Haman did 
before Mordecat, that is drop into his own pit, by his 
oon counſel ; however, as he had been a friend to Sa- 
tan's family, and a lover af Doeg, and the traiterous 
Ziphites, Satan's dear daughter begins to comfort 
him: Now therefore hearken unto the voice of thy hand- 
maid, and let me ſet a morſel of bread before thee, and eas; 
but he in mock modeſty refuſed ; hawever ſhe per- 
ſuaded him. 

Saul was a man very fond of his own e 
neſs being eſtabliſhed before men; he requeſted Sa- 
 muel to honour him before Iſrael, (though Gop had 
rejected him); his Royal ſelf was fo delicate, that he 
could feed on nothing but applauſe ; he could not 
make a meal of Chnisr revealed in every ſacrifice 
which he ſaw offered ; but though he could not ſup 
on the fatted calf in the Scripture, yet he could eat 
one drefled by the witch of Endor (a). UNIVERSAI. 
CHARITY was partial in nature then, as well as now; 
if it hates poor old Tom Brown, yet it loves hypo- 
crites, This appears in Saul; he will purſue the life 
of David through all tbe thouſands of Judali; but if 
he finds the witch of Endor, he ſwears by the Lord 
God of hoſts, not 10 put her to death (b), though God 
ſays thou ſhalt not ſuffer a witch to live (. This piti- 
tul principle had ſhewed its pity before in the ſalva- 
tion of Agag {a}, but Samuel, that ſevere Calviniſt, 
being void of univerſal charity, chopped him 10 pieces 


(a) 1 Sam, xxviii. 26. (5) I Sam. Xxyiil. 10. 
(e) Exod. xxii. 18. (4) 1 Sam. xv. 19. | 
D 4 | before 
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before the Lord, or in his preſence, as a thing that 
pleaſed him, becauſe his ſword had made women 
childleſs (a). 

I once laid hold of ſome Hymns wrote * a Per: 
fect Man, or one that talks at that rate, who is a 
great champion for charity, or univerſal love; and in 
that piece of poetry all Goſpel Miniſters, who de- 
clare the whole counſel of Gop, are ſtyled children 
of the Devil in theſe words : 


1 Fear the hellifh monſter rear, 

* For you Chrift died, and not one more; 
& His children liſten to his call, 

c ſhout, Chriſt did not die for all.” 


Embaſſadors of peace are here called children of 


the Devil—and becauſe CHRIST ſaid he did not pray 
for the world, nor die for the goats—and told them 
they were not of his ſheep—we adhering to this in 
the Bible, are called liſteners to Satan; and preach- 
ing theſe truths, is called ſhouting for the Devil.— 


Ibis is ſtrange language for a perfect man and if 


his charity is univerſal, he has a very odd way of 
ſhewing it to Goſpel Miniſters, 

Though this man will not allow of Gop's repro- 
bating finners for their wickedneſs, yet he will re- 
probate them that preach the truth: This appears 


to be a revival of the old doctrine, calling light dark- 


neſs, and darkneſs light ; fin holineſs, and holineſs fon (b). 


(a) 1 Sam. xv. z 3. 6) Iſaiah v. 20. 
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This wonderful Charity is fo tender about the fall 
of man, that it cannot allow him to be totally de- 
praved, but inſiſts upon it, that Man has a power to 
o good to come to CHRIS, and to improve that 
talent they brought into the world with them :— 
and it is declared that CRHRIST's invitation for ſin- 
ners to come to him, implies they have power to 
come, or elſe Cyr1sT mocks them with a fruitleſs 
call. TI read that he called Lazarꝑs, and I read that 
Lazarus was dead, and ſtank when he called him; 
and where the word of that King went there was 
power (a), The power was in the call, not in La- 
Zarus ; and I believe a ſinner to be as dead in ſoul, 
as Lazarus was in body, and ſtinks worſe by far, for 
Lazarus ſtank only four days: But he that ſays I am 
more holy than others, is a ſmoke in Gop's noſtrils, 
and a fire that burneth all his days (5). 
I know CRHRIST ſays no man can come to me ex- 
cept the Father draw him (c), howbeit ſome ſay he 
has a power, or he is mocked with a fruitleſs call.— 
Car1sr ſays, without me ye can do nothing. Now, if 
ve fay he has power, and, out of charity to fallen na- 
ture, ſay much about the rectitude of his will, the 
dignity of his nature, and praiſe his unbiaſſed reaſon, 

as ſome call it, and lead him to believe theſe lies: 
where is the Charity of it? I cannot ſee he has any 
charity either to CHRIST, the Sinner, or himſelf. He 

has none to Curls r, becauſe he gives him the lie in 


(a) Eccleſ. viii. 4. (5) Tfaiah Ixv. 5. 
() John vi. 44. | 


.- 
his 
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his word ; ke has none to the ſinner, becauſe, though 
he has led him to truſt in himſelf, yet he cannot db. 
liver his foul, nor ſay is there not a lie in my right-hand (a)? 
Nor has he any love to himſelf, for his falſe teſti. 
mony makes him one that Gop hates. Six things 
doth Gop hate, yea ſeven are an abomination unto him; a 
falſe witneſs that Jpeateth lies, and he that ſorveth diſcord 
among brethren (b). 

This way of ſhewing 1 love is mighty ſtrange, 
becauſe it only exalts the fleſh, and nurſes pride; 
however, that man, though he indulges pride, and 
pleaſes the fleſh, yet if his doctrines damn the ſoul, 
he has not ſhewed much charity; for a faithful ꝛvit- 

meſs delivereth fouls (c), but a falſe witneſs deceives his 
neighbour, as well as himſelf. A falſe witneſs ſhall not 
be unpuniſhed, and he that ſpeaketh lies ſhall not eſcape (d). 
J cannot ſee it to be a very charitable act to eſtabliſh 
free agency among men (or rather confirm them in 
it) it has been eſtabliſhed ever fince Eve wanted to be 
as God (e). Free-will, what good has it done for 
ſouls, that Charity has ſo much to ſay in behalf of 
it? Why it has rejected Cx IST; Mom will ye that 
J releaſe unto yon? Free- will, ſays Barabbas. What 
ſhall I do wwith Chriſt? Free-will has delivered him out 
F envy, and deſires a murderer to, be granted une 
them (//. And it is free-will to this day that rejects 
the ſceptre of Grace. Me pill not have this man 19 


| (a) Iſaiah xliv. 20. To (3) Prov. vi. g. 


(c) Prov. xiv. 25» (4) Prov. xix. 5. 
„ (% Acts iii. 14. 
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ein over us, ever was, and ever will be its lan- 


guage. | 
Eternal life is in Chrift, but Free-will won't accept 
it; © ye will not come unto me that ye might have life,” 


i know none makes fairer promiſes than Free-will, 
3 4 nor performs worſe. Son go work to-day in my vine- 
rd 


ard; that's enough for a. Free Agent, he wants no 
promiſes nor help go, Sir, ſaid he (a); but we are 
informed he went not (b), Iſrael of old told Joſhua, 
all that the Lord hath ſaid we will do: But Fofhua ſays ye 
1d cannot {c). And fo they found it; for they ſacrificed 
l, their chi laren to Devils, and the land was dd Wi th 
as 110008 

"oy Is this Free-will eſtabliſhed by UNIVERSAL CHA- 
% Wl niry ?—ſo it ſeems. Then, O my ſoul, come not thou 
). Wl into 7heir ſecret ; unto their aſſembly, mine honour be not 
2 thou united: for in their anger againſt the truth 2h 
Lare ſain many, and in their ſelf-will they are trying to 
© dig down the wall of free Salvation. Curſed be ſuch an- 
ger for it is fierce, and ſuch wrath againſt ſouls, for it 
is cruel; I twill divide them in Jacob, and Ne them 
in Iſratl ſe). 

I think a Free Agent is the worſt enemy to bis 
own ſoul of any living, and deſerves the ſoreſt pu- 
niſhment, becauſe he boaſts of his will, power, and 
profound knowledge—and ſays are we blind alſo ?— 
It is an affront to tell him he is blind, yet they ſuffer 


(a) Matt. xxi. zo. (b) Matt. xxi. 30. 
(c) Joſ. xxiv. 19. (4) Pſalm evi. 38. 
(e) Gen. xlix; 6, 7. 


them- 
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themſelves to periſh with all this noble ſtock. Serip, 
ture informs us all they that were inuited to the Sup. be 
per begged to be excuſed; and were all taken at their 0 
word, and excluded the fegt. Not a ſoul comes in 
till a compulſion is ſent out.— Go, compel them to com 
in, then they come :—and bring them alſo, and th 
 bouſe war filled with gueſts —Well, we muſt leawe 
them to the mercy of him who has ſaid, he tha WW" 
knows his Lord's will, and doth it not, Mall be beaten 
with many firipes. 

UxIVvERSAL CHARITY appears to me td-be one 
that loves not God, nor regards the ſoul of men, 
Pray what right haſt thou to ſend poor ſouls that feel 
their need of CarisT, to the Church of England, [ 
mean to ſuch of them, as have nothing but blind 
guides in them? Carisr ſays, they ſhall caſt you out of 
the ſynagogue, but you drive them into it. So you 
drive theſe poor ſouls into the very mouth of divine 
reproof—why ſeek ye the living among the dead? CurisT 
s not in a blind guide; he ſays, come out from among 
them, and be ye ſeparate. But you teach men to ſay, 
Keep ye among them, and be ye united. 'This is a 
plain contradiction of God's word, However, that 
man ſhall never be Gon's mouth, who takes not the 
wile from the precious (a). 

Where is thy love to ſouls, in ſending them under 
blind guides? And when they come there, they 
Pray to be delivered from blindneſs of mind. - Thou 
teacheſt people to deny Election, and yet ſendeth 
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hem to Church to pray Gop to make his Choſen 
People joyful. Firſt, thou teacheſt ſouls to deny the 
goctrines of the Eftabliſhed Church, and then ſendeſt 
them to church to confeſs them. They are taught 
to contradict Gop, and then ſent to mock him. 
Surely that Charity can be of but little uſe to my 
ſoul, that teaches me to give God the lie, and then 
fraw out a wide mouth at him. O Charity, thou uſe 
the tongue of the crafty, and diggeſt a pit for thy friends (a) ! 

The whole work of UNIVERSAL CHARITY ſeems 
o be nothing elſe but reconciling Cxr1sT and Satan, 
Truth and Error, Saints and Sinners together. But 
the throne of iniquity ſhall have mo fellowſhip with Gon, 

7 {Wor they who frame miſchief by a law (b). For what 
5477 bath he that believeth, with an infidel? I don't 
nos, Paul, you muſt aſk UNIVERSAL CHARITY this 
queſtion, it is all Her work. If a man was to bring 


ou 
ne into my houſe a troop of wizards, witches, heathens, 
> robbers, and murderers, and unite thoſe with me and 
» family, I ſhould not think it a very charitable 


act: And thoſe that couple CRRIs Tr and Satan, will 
find nothing but wrath from him for their pains. 
Surely the Saviour's family, which he received in 
Eternity, and redeemed from among men, are not to be 
thus jumbled together with Pagans ; but all this is 
the noble effect of free-will,  free-thinking, and 
| UniveRsSAL CraritY, Mr. Pope ſays, though 
Gop, bound nature faſt in fate, yet he left free the 
human will. And he has ated with Gop and his 


(a) Job vi. 27. (3) Pfalm xciv. 20. F 3 
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Saints, as all free-willers do, namely, flir heaven 
earth, and hell together. But God's gulphs ax 
fixed, and no free-willer ſhall ever ſpread the fails 
human merit, nor ſtrengthen the Maſt of free-will, ng 
uſe the Oar of human power to crofs that unfathom 
able gulph (a). * Aud beſides all this, between us aw 
you, there is a great gulf fired; ſo that they which ani 
paſs from hence to you cannot ; neither can they paj 
us that would come from thence G. 
It appears Univerſal Charity operates wonderfully 
on that learned body the Deiſts. They diſcover the 
ſame enmity againſt the Sovereign Gop of the Uni: 
verſe, and his revealed Word, as the Arminians 6 
Papiſts do, but are as tender of rebels and brutes, 2 
any on earth beſide. I believe the doctrine of Pyths 
goras ſprung from this root, UniversaL CHARITY: 
and we have many in our days will advance errors ty 
the deſtruction of many fouls, yet are very tender d 
brutes and inſects. 8 __ 
Not long ago I was in company with a very capi 
tal gentleman, (who makes a profeſſion of Cux1s:) 
with whom I was to ſpend the evening, and lodge 
that night. I found his head wonderfully ſtocked 
with the doctrines of the Millenium, or Cusisr' 
-perſonal reign on earth a zhouſand years. I gave him 
to underſtand that I believed ihe heavens muſt recti 
Chriſt till the reſtitution of all things (c); and that he 
would not appear till he aroſe from a throne of grace, 
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| (a) Ifaiah xxxili. 23, () Luke xvi. 26. 
(c) Acts ili. 21. N | : a 
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wen ut the door of mercy, and appeared on the throne 
aof judgment; however he had wonderful notions of 
ls ol the thouſand years reign to come. I thought to-day 
„na Tas to hear his voice -I alſo thought an heart eſta- 
zom bliſhed with Grace to-day, was better than a head 
ſtored with notions of a thouſand years to come, 
However he brought many ſtrange things to my ears 
about it, and he is welcome to them; for my part, I 
muſt confeſs I love a religion that is nigher home. 
Having ſat awhile to have my head ſtuffed with 
theſe things (only my head I ſay, for it went no 
deeper) the ſecond entertainment was to be perform- 
ed by UNIVERSAL CHARITY. As ſoon as ſhe came 
forth, I expected ſomething new and ſtrange, as ſhe 
is very pregnant with her witty inventions. Here I 
was told that this Millenium was to reſtore all things, 
brutes, fiſhes, creeping things, and inſects; all were 
to appear as when created, and he had ſome hope of 
their ſalvation too, and devils themſelves not ex- 
cluded. And the text of ſcripture he brought to 
prop up his fancy is: Aud every creature which 
is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and 
ſuch as are in the ſea, and all that are in them, heard I 


ſaying, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
in uo him that . on the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
ever and ever (a).“ 
be I fat and argued with him till one © clock in the 


morning, but to no purpoſe; he was too firmly efla- | 
bliſhed, tro be moved with ſuch weak arguments as 


(a) Rev. v. 13. a 
1 | | mine; 
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mine; I therefore left him in his principles, and 
fince that time I took care never to hear any more of 
them. This convinced me that Univerſal Charity is 
a reſident in a carnal heart, but only a viſtor to Gop! 
Elect. I know a gentlewoman who is wonderfully 
influenced by it; ſhe is like Saul of old, a Phariſee 
of the ſtricteſt ſect, and charitable to all ſorts, except 
thoſe crawling mortals called J/Þ1itefeldites; ſhe can. 
not bear them nor their doctrine to be mentioned 
but is very tender to any poor girl of the town, whom 
the foul diſeaſe has rendered incapable of buſineſs; 
but a poor honeſt married woman, who is rich in 
faith, though poor in pocket, would ſpeed but badly 
if ſhe went to her in the name of IEsus. To 
The innkeeper that we read of in Luke, appears 
to be one of this ſort; the inn was full, there was 
room for all but Joſeph and Mary, they were of ano- 
ther lineage, therefore they muſt houſe in the ſtable, 
though the bleſſed Virgin was in the perils of child- 
births: i: - ö INE 

I was informed a miniſter of the church of Eng: 
land once went, on the thirtieth of January, to preach 
King Charles out of purgatory ; in which diſcourſe 
he painted the Preſbyterians in very ſable colours, 
but drew the King in very pathetic lines. Where he 
took his text I know not, but we all know that the 
Bible ſays nothing againſt an honeſt Preſbyterian, nor 
any thing in behalf of the author of Maſſacres. 
However, this diſcourſe was not without effect; an 
aged woman, who ſat very attentive to hear what 
— | the 
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me Bible, or rather the Prieſt; had to ſay, had her 
bowels of Univerſal Charity ſo moved with ſympathy, 
that her cheeks were all bedewed with tears, and yet 
ſo incenſed againſt the Preſbyterians, that ſhe declared 
to an old Diffenter (who ſat next to her) that if there 
ad been a Preſbyterian as near her as he was, ſhe 
would have run her knife into his heart. | | 

It was well for the man that informed me, that ſhe 

as ignorant of his being one of that number. 
UNIVERSAL Cnarity always flows two ways; ik 
runs up in rebellion, but down in compaſſion. I be- 
lieve Herod was not deſtitute of UNIVERSAL CHA- 
x1TyY—he was very tender of his brother's wife—he 
could take her to his own bed, rather than ſend her 

ome in the dark; and a great rewarder of fleſhly 
excellency ; he offered half his kingdom to reward a 
dancing foot; but in the matter of John (the Calvi- 
niſt) he was rather ſevere, as it enn happens 
with Univerſal Lovers. 

It is common in ou? days to ſee a pack of lap- 
dogs in the coaches of childleſs women, taking up 
the room of crippled infants :—TI have ſome reaſon 
to ſuſpect that Ahab had got many of theſe hairy 
paſſengers in his chariot, which cauſed Elijah, the 
ſalt of the earth, and chariot of the nation, to run in 
the ſtorm to Jezreel ; and very likely the blood of 
the king was a ſupper for his own dogs. I am told 
many in play-houſes will fit quite diffolved at the 
tragic ſcene of Hector dragged round the walls of 
Troy; and alſo at the ſcene of fair Eleanor's fatal 

1 — end . 


tw) 
end; but they can read all the agonies of a Suffering) 
Saviour, who was the man that bore our ſorrows, 


and was acquainted with our griefs—who bore our | 


fins, and that wrath due to us on that account ;— 
yea, theſe tender ſpirits, which are ſo pitiful to Cain, 
Eſau, Ahab, Judas, King Charles I. fair Eleanor, Hec- 
tor, and Dogs, can hear of a Saviour's groans, 
' temptations, perſecutions, and bloody ſweat, and yet 
ſhew no more ſigns of compunction than. a flint; 
therefore the ſable canopy of the heavens, the bluſh» 
ing of the ſun, the convulſions of the earth, the phe- 
nomenon of the cleaving rocks, the. rending of the 
vail, the confeſſion of traitors, and the reſurrection 
of many dead bodies, ſtand upon record, to give 
theſe hypocritical candidates for UNIVERSAL CHA- 
RI Tx an everlaſting rebuke. 

Mr. Crazity, thou appeareſt to he an enemy both 
| to Gop and man; and I believe, upon an impartial 
trial, we ſhall find thee a chip of the old block. 
WMe know Satan told our firſt parents, they ſhould 

be as Gods, knowing good and evil, if they would caſt off 
| Gov' s eaſy yoke of obedience, and credit a lie ; and 
UNIVERSAL CHarity labours hard to confirm his 
words. Some, under the maſk of UNIVERSAL ChA- 
RITY, have crowded whole troops of apoſtates among 
the redeemed flock of Chriſt, and excommunicated and 
reprobated others, whoſe names are written in Heaven: 
this is aiming at divine Sovereignty. 
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| Others are taught to truſt in Meir oum righteouſuſe,. 
which 


: 
7 
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which Gop calls iy rags (4) ; and to reject the 
righteouſneſs which Gop has provided (6) ; this is g 
ag about 10 cftablifls à righteouſtieſt of the ſiuner's own (c), 
on the ruins of the Saviour obedience, which is to 
make many righteouftſs (d); and what is this but con- 
tending with the Saviour to know who is to bear the 
incommunicable name of Jznovan otrx Ricurtous- 
NESS (e): To tell a finner he is perfect in the fleſh, 
is teaching him to reject daily dependence on ſovereign 
grace, and is in effect leading him to mimic the ſelf- 
exiſtence of Go. Some are taught to reje& many 
of the eſſential truths of the Bible, atid to believe 
contraty to the ſenſe of others; and this is aiming at 
infinite wiſdom; in attempting to be zwiſe above what 
js written; T. ie Ow WOO 

That man who denies the S6vereignty of the 
ALMIGHTY, and calls his abſolute decrees Horrible, in 
order to eftabliſh his own free agency, and cries down 
Gop's acts of diſcriminating Grace, to exalt free-will 
and pozwer, acts wotſe than all the thouſands of Baby- 
lon, and offers ſuch indignity to the Gop of heaven, 
as was never offered to Nebuchadnezzar for all the de- 
crees he ptibliſhed. And what is this but laying vio- 
lent hands on the ſceptre of Cukisr, aiming at his 
throne; and invading his royal prerogative ? and he 
who boafts of will or power to do any thing truly 
god, which Gon himfelf is not the doer of; has 


(a) Iſaiah Iv. 6. 00) Ifaiah xvi. 13. 
(c) Rom. =. 3. (4) Rom, v. 9. 


(e) Jer. xxilie 6, Fo ; 
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quite forgot by whom he ſubſiſts, and is — at 

the omnipotence of his MAkER (a). 5 5 
And he who cries down the fefimonies of Gop, and 
exalts himſelf as infallible in the judgments of the 
ignorant, has quite forgot that every man is a liar (b), 
and in effect fays I am the truth; and that man who 
by uttering error againſt the Lok p, inſinuates him- 
felf into the affections of ſinners, and eſtabliſhes him- 
ſelf there, on the denial of Carrsrt's particular 7e. 
demption, becomes to ſuch a foul an idol ſer up in the 
holy place of CurisT, (where none ought to fland) provokes 
the Lord to jealouſy (c), and in effect r himſelf ty 
be Gop, and ſays thou-ſhalt love me with all thy heart. 
We all know that Gop tells us to forſake them 
who have a form of godlineſs,, but deny the power thert- 
of (d), and not ſeek the living among the dead, or think 
to gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles ; therefore 
that man who tells us to feed on huſts, rather than hear 
them who declare the ⁊uhole counſel of Go, and to ſtick 
to the form, rather than adhere to thoſe preachers 
who declare all the porver to bs of Gop, and not of 
themſelves (e) ; has caſt off all the yoke of obedience, 
is exalted in the ſcorner's chair, and has aſſumed the 
ſeat of the eternal LawerverR. . 
Some boaſt of ability 70 keep the lazy, 2nd 70 ariſe 
and ſhake themſelves from the duſt, to create in themſelves a 
new heart, &c. and he that can do this is a creator. 
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(a) Job xl. 9 )) Rom. i. 4. 
(e) Ezek. viii. 3. | (4) 2 Tim. iii. Go 
(s) 2 Cor. iv, 7* | | 
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However, all tbe Gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth, even they ſhall periſh from the earth, and from 
under the heavens (a). That preacher who advances 
any doctrine contrary to the plain. {riptures, diſannuls 
his Maker's counſel, attempts to bring his MAKER a 
pupil to his feet, and is endeavouring to each Gop 
knowledge (5). | | 
To leflen any command of the law, or mmitiga 
the ſeverity of the threatening, is an affront offered 
to vindictive juſice, and blunts the keen edge of 
her glittering ſword (c). To teach men that doctrine 
of final apoſtacy from the reigning grace of God, when 
2 man is made a happy partaker thereof, is a moſt 
cruel reflection caſt on the-fability, faithfulneſs, and 
truth of Gon, and is in effect giving him the lie in 
his promiſe, and declaring him perjured in his oath (d). 
And that man who declares our ſtanding in Gon's 
favour to conſiſt in our being faithful to grace re- 
ceived, or improving our natural talent, and that Re- 
demption is ſure to all who perform theſe conditions, 
| whether ſieep or goats, plainly contradicts; the Sa- 
8 ; viour, who ſays, I lay down my life for the ſheep, and 
gives his dying teſtimony the lie; when with his laſt 
breath he ſaid it is finiſhed. 
i Wander, Q heavens, and ftand Noni ira 2 ack ot this f 
Here is an infernal maſk called UNIVERSAL CHARITY 


Y; ; ; a 
2 which paſſes current with thouſands for the covering of 
(% Jer. x. 11. (9) Job xd. 22 
(0) Deut. xxxii. 41. (d) Iſalah liv. 9. 
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Gov's eternal Spikir, though Gop's zoe is unto Bin 
that wwears.it (a). Blaſphemy is uttered againſt Gop, 
bis temple on earth, and all the elect in keaven (b), and 
zworms are eſtabliſhing themſelves on the diſhonoured, 
abuſed, and trampled perfections of the ever BLESSED 
DxrTty, while lies, and doctrines of devils paſs for an 
everlaſting goſpel. The ſovereignty of Gop is trodden 
in the duſt, and free agency is eſtabliſhed thereon, 
The omnipotence of Gon, and his eternal fore-knowledge 
of the eleft, is trampled upon, and man's wiſdom and 
»ozwer to improve his talent is eſtabliſhed thereon, 
The omnipotent arm of the ALmiGaty, which leads 


a ſinner out of the world (c), keeps him on in Gop's 


way, and is promiſed to bring him ſafely through, and 
not to ſuffer him ta be caſt down, (that is to hell) even 
though he fall (d); is cried down by a public bell. 
man; and the excellency of human power to ſtand, 

or finally fall away, is eſtabliſhed thereupon. The 
faithfulneſs and truth f Gor in his oath aud promiſes, 
made ſure to CRIST and all his ſeed (e), are trampled 
down in the ſtreets, and final apoſtacy. from life and 
everlaſting late is eſtabliſhed thereon. The perfect 
obedtence. of CnarisT, who thought it no robbery 10 be 
equal with Gop, yet took on him the form of a ſervant, 

and became obedient to magnify the law which we had broken, 
and whoſe obedience alone is to juſtify many H. called 
of Gop an everlaſiing Righteoufueſs, which is unto al 


(a) Iſaiah . .. (5 Rev, X14. 6. 


(e) Iſaiah xlii. 16. „ (4 Pſalm xxxvii. 24. 


(e Iſaiah lix, 21s 0 Ida li. 11. 
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and upon all that believe (a), is called imputed nonſenſe ; 
and phariſaical righteoufneſs, which ſets a finner far- 
ther from heaven than publicans and harlets, is eſta- 
bliſhed on the ruins thereof (5). | 

The eternal power of Gop, who has promiſed to 
make his choſen people ꝛbilling in his own appointed 
day (c), is rejected, and ſelf-roill, which ſpeaks evil of 
dignities, is eſtabliſhed thereon (d). The bleſſed 
Holy one of Iſrael, who alone is holy, and whoſe prero- 
gative it is to ſanftify all the elef (e), has got many co- 
partners, and finleſs perfection is ſet up in trade againſt 
infinite Purity. 
Ihe choſen weſſels of n mercy are in public print called 

children of the helliſh monſter, while numbers in hell 
are contended for. Preaching particular redemption | is 
called © liſtening to the Devil, and obeying his voice; 
but contending for traitors, apoftates and rebels, is 
called Charity. But how the everlaſting Father will 
approve of his own children being condemned, difin- 
herited, and excommunicated, and fathered on the 
Devil, and baſtards brought in their room, I knaw 
not ; but we believe as the Father of the faithful could 
not prevail to keep his baſtard in the houſe with 
Iſaac, we have no room to ſuſpect a Pope will be 
able to bring Judas in, whom the Saviour ſo long 
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(a) Rom. iti. 22. Dan, Ic: 24. 00 Matt. xxl. 3k. 
e) Plalm ex. 3. 5 (4) 2 Peter ti, 10. 
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But! is it not ſtrange that the infallibility of a crea. 
ture, who is unable as water, ſhould be ſet up in 
man's judgment before the whole counſel of Gop ; and 
that a perſon who contends for the damned in hell, 
and who by his acts ſets himſelf above all that is called 
_ (Go, or worſhipped, ſhould be revered, while the o. 
. wereignty, the election, the righteouſueſs, the wiſtom, 
goodneſs, and hreng'h of Gop, are rejected and ab- 
r 

If a building of "a "gs ſubble, no. +a of no 
other materials than traitors in rebellion againſt Gop, 
carried up in a myſtery of iniquity, cemented together 
with a ſyſtem of inconſiſtencies, eſtabliſhed upon the 
diſhonoured and abuſed perfections of the infinite 
Trinity, growing up into the likeneſs of an unſtable 
worm, boaſting of infallibity and ſinleſs perfection, and 
defended by Hes, hypocriſy, deceit, and errors repugnant 
to all the truth of God's revealed zpill—lI ſay, if ſuch 
a myſtical fabric and fabricator do not ſink in eter- 
nal ruins, together, we have good ground to hope 
that whores, rebels, murderers, thieves, and ſodo- 
mites will ſafely attain eternal glory. For what is 
murder, perſecution, thieving, adultery, and ſodo- 
my, together with all other abominable works of the 
fleſh, when compared to the above myſtery of ſpirituat 
wickedneſs | in heavenly things? 

But all this is done in Charity to fleſh and blood, 
while the ſouls of ſinners. are periſhing for want of the 
true knowledge of Gop. This is called love to fin- 
ners, and labouring hard to propagate errors 5 (though 


he 
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he damns ſouls) is called liberality. But Gon fays, 
& the vile perſon ſhall be no more called liberal. nor the 
churl ſaid to be bountiful ; for the wile perſon will ſpeak 


. willany, and his heart twill work iniquity io practice hypo- 


criſy, and io utter errors againſi the Log p, 10 make empty 
the foul of the hungry, by withholding the frong meat 
from them, and he will cauſe the drink of the thirſly to 
fail (a), by. doing deſpite to the Spirit of Grace.” 

To teach ſouls to deny the ſtability of the thts 
nant, is ſetting them to rebel againſt the immutability 
F Gop in his counſel, and is ſapping the foundation, 
and battering the bulwarks both of the triumphant and 
militant church. To teach finners to believe an im- 
perfect righteouſneſs can - juſtify them, is to over- 
throw the- law; and to deny an imputed righteoufaeſs, 
is making the goſpel a fable —T am not, ſays Paul, 
aſramed of the goſpel of Chrift, for therein is the rightecuſ- 
neſs of GOD revealed (o Whoever that man is, that 
commits this ſpiritual wickedneſs in profound igno- 
rance, is a n,, and ought to ſtand aloof from the 
miniſtry; and he that doth it zo:ifully, hath caſt: off 
the reins of fear, runs looſe in the perilous: path of 
htm and is guilty of the great tranſgreſion (d). 

UNIVERSAL | CHARITY, I perceive thou art no 
friend to Gon, and upon a ſtrict trial thou wilt ap- | 
pear no friend to man. Out of pretended charity to 
fallen nature, thou endeavoureſt to make the beſt of 
a bad matter, leſt thou diſcourage fallen mortals. 


(a) Thaiah xxxii. 86. (3) Rom. i. 16. 


) Plahm xix. 12, 13. a 
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So thou telleſt them they are not without ſome power, 
and he that credits this, is taught to rejeQ the arm of 
the Lord, and flight the petition of the Pſalmiſt, 
_ thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe (a). 
Teaching man to deny the final perſeverance of a 
Jaint in the ſtrength of the Log; becauſe of his infir- 
mities, is weakening his confidence in fufficien! grace, 
and long-ſuffering of God. This doctrine is an enemy 
to faith, a auris to wnbelicf, and a handmaid to the 
Devil. 1 
To tell a man his nicks are qrofitabl to, or can 
be available with God, is disfiguring the beauty, and 
leſſening the value of ſovereign mercy. Setting fin- 
ners to boaſt of power to make themſelves clean, is 
ſetting them to reject the fountain Gop has opened for 
fin and uncleanneſs (b); and to tell a man he has power 
to come to CHRIS, chuſe him, and lay hold of him, 
is teaching him to give the Saviour the lie, and to 
reject the attracting cord of nn e can 
come to me except the Father draw him. 
And he who is taught to boaſt of free-will is 
taugt to reject the day of Gon's eternal power (c). 
Hie who is taught to believe he is perfect in the fleſh, 
makes the groaning petitions of the Hol v Gnosr, and 
the interceſſion of IExsus CHRIST of none effect to him. 
That man that denies any plain truth, rejects the 
counſel of Gop; and he that appears ſo infallible as to 
alter it, is too proud to ſubmit to the prophetic office 


(a) Pfaim czix. 117. 00) Zech. xiii, 1. 
(e Palm cx. 3. | 
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of Car1sT ; and he who will not allow CuRISTH to 
chuſe or refuſe whom he pleaſes, in a ſenſe juſtifies 
the ancient ſaying of rebels, and tells Curisr he 


ſhall not reign over him. He who makes the beſt of 


man's fall, leſſens the benefit of the Croſs, and he 
who can pay one mite to Gop, rejects the goſpel 
furety. He that is whole needs no phyſician, and he that 
is not totally lg, is never like to be ſaved. All theſe 
are towering imaginations, that exalt themſelves againſt 
the knowledge of God ; a man drunk with ſuch phan- 
toms, has loſt his ſenſes, and he that dies in them is 
in a fair way to loſe his ſoul. 

If this is the human ſyſtem of Arminian grace, and 
they preach final apoſtacy from this, they ſpeak the 
truth, we agree with them ; we are as ſure that a build- 
ing of hay, flraw, and flubble, will ſuffer loſs, as we are 
that the building of mercy ſhall reap everlaſting gain ; 
and we no more doubt of lies being eſtabliſhed in 
Hell, than we doubt of truth being ſettled in Heaven. 
Another crime committed by UNIVERSAL CHA- 
RITY, is her counterfeiting the graces of Gop's Spirit, 
but I ſuppoſe theſe labels are tied to the mouth of 
their /acks, in order to vend the zares the better. 
They talk wonderfully about faith, but finding 
them deny the doctrine of election, and fighting 
againſt it, we readily conclude theirs is not the faith 
of God's cleft; and as their faith is allowed to fail, 


we knou it is not the faith Carist prayed for; be- 


cauſe ſome honeſtly affirm that their faith makes 
them children of Gop to-day, but they may be 
children 


( 6 ) 


children of the Devil to-morrow. We know this is 
not that faith which leads from death to life, becauſe 
ſuch believers are never to come into condemnation ; they 
have everlaſting life. The faith of GoD's elect fights againſt, 
and overcomes the world ; but Arminian faith fights for 
the world, and tries to overcome the righteous. 
If they talk of repentance, they are ſure to ſet the 
cart before the horſe; repentance, ſuch as it is, 
comes firſt, and faith creeps along afterwards, to 
help this poor lame dog over the ſtile; and when 
this faith has done its office, no righteouſneſs is im- 
Puied to it, or to the poſſeſſor of it. Gop has pro- 
miſed an everlaſiing righteouſneſs to faith, and faith is 
the hand to put that robe on—17 is unto all, and upon 
all that believe ; but Arminian's faith is not a hand, 
but a covering: ſo man's fancy ſtands as a rival to the 
ſpotleſs obedience of - e which alone makes 
righteous (a). NE | 
Howeyer we know faich 5 in the juſtice of Gon 
comes firſt, ſpiritual convictions next, faith in an 
imputed righteouſneſs is felt next; pardon and peace ap- 
pears the fruits, or effefs of it; the ſanctifying and 
comforting influences of the Horx Grosr ſweetly 
operate on the ſoul, and then evangelical repentance 
flows in to bring up the rear. I pill take you from 
among the lical hen, and gather you out of all countries, and 
vill bring you into your own land. Then ꝛvill 1 ſprinkle 
clean water upon JO, and ye ſhall be clean : From all your 


(a) R 19. 
om. v. 19 Ab 


( 2 


filthineſs, and from all your" idols will T cleanſe you. A 
new heart alſo will J give you, and a new ſpirit will I 
put within you: And I will take away the flony heart out 
of your fleſh, and will give you an heart of fleſh. And T 
will put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to zoalk in my 
fatutes, and ye fhall keep my judgments and do them. And 
pe ſhall dꝛvell in the land that I gave to your fathers ; and 
Je ſhall be my people, and T will be your God, I will alſo 
fave you from all your uncleanneſſes ; and I will call for the 
corn, and will increaſe it, and lay no famine upon you. 
And 1 will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increaſe of 
the field, that ye ſhall receive no more reproach of famine 
among the heathen.” And now comes in goſpel repen- 
tance. Then ſhall ye remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that were not good, and ſhall loath your- 
ſelves in your own fight, for your iniquities and for your 
abominations. — And now all boaſting is excluded. 
“ Not for your ſakes db T this, ſaith the Lox p God ; be 
it known unto you: be aſhamed and confounded for your own 
gays, O houſe of 1frael (a).” 

If they talk of patience, it is only patience in ſuf- 
fering, to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs ; it is not the 
patience of Carisr, for that is exercifed under ſuffer- 
ing for the ſake of a righteouſneſs already received. Not 
to get one, or eſtabliſh one of our own, but to hold 
faſt one freely given. Patience under ſuffering- for 
the rruth is the patience of CuRIsT; but patience to 
_ * under 3 and yy AY for n 
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< Ezek. xxxvi. 24, 25, 20, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32% 


# 


f 
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in the work of error, is the patience of "_ and is 
exerciſed in his cauſe. | 
If they talk of love, it is not that love which de- 


| lights in the excellent of the earth, and in ſuch as excel 
in virtue; but a love that is warm only for rebels and 


traitors, but hates the elect of God. Surely he that 
batetb his brother, beeauſe he holds the truth of Gop's 
eleftion, is a murderer 3 and 10 murderer hath an) part 
in the kingdom of Gop and of CaristT: This Unt- 
VERSAL CHARITY is mot of Gop, but of the world, 
becauſe it hates the e, and loves the world ; and if 
the elect were of the world, UniveERSAL CHARITY 
would, with the world, love her own, | 


Ik one poſſeſſed of Universar CruAantry men- 


tions, or pretends to humility, it is not that humility 
which Gop clothes a ſoul with; a faint in true humi- 
lity has the eye of faith fixed on a reconciled Gon in 
the perſon of Curr j and at the ſame time feels the 
benefits of the Croſs flowing in on the heart, and the 
teſtimony f God's Spirit witneſſing 3 this makes it re- 
Joice with a joy never to be defcribed by mortals ; 
and at the fame time refle&ting on Maſes's rigorous 


brow, Sinai's awful form, Perdition's yawning Jaws, 


Irath's invenomed arrows, and Tophet's endleſs flame; 
this makes a. ſoul tremble, though under a ſenſe of 
pardon figned and ſealed. Vea, tremble to think 
and ſee how nigh it was to everlaſting burnings, when 
mercy helped it up ; this is rejoicing with trembling, and 


a man always does this work in a robe of true hu. 
2755 | þ 


* But 


CW 


But Arminlan humility is quite another thing, ie 
conſiſts of a gloomy countenance, and a dejected loat 
filled with diſinay; inwardly fretting, becauſe Moſes 
will not accept of imperfect obedience, nor leſſen the 


tale of bricks which they are making to build their myſ- 


tical Babel; in which they ſhall have no better ſuc- 
ceſs than their ancient brethren had, who became a 


butt for laughter, and fo ſhall zbeſe ; all that bebold 


them ſhall begin to mock, faying, theſe men began to build, 
but had not wherewith to finiſh (a). 

Such feigned humility was found in Abab, when 4 
artillery of heaven rattled in his ears for ſlealing his 
wighbour's vineyard ; and ſuch humility is a maſk put 
on to deceive the ſouls of the fimple, who think a fallen 
countenance, a gloomy viſage, affected ſpeech, a plain 


ſuit of apparel, and zwords ſmoother than oil, (though 


at war with God in the heart) is the humble garb of 
a redeemed ſheep, when at the ſame time all their grief 


is, becauſe their /e/f-righteaues ſpirits cannot make the 


ALMIGHTY ſtoop to allow of their boaftiny This is 


the fooliſhneſs of him who perverteth bis way, and whoſe 
heart fretteth againſt the Loxp (b). 


A rebellious ſpirit, at war with God's 1 


under a ſenſe of the venom of guilt, and the wrath of 
Gop revealed and felt in the conſcience, is the root 


that produces all this feigned humility, But the hu- 
mility of a ſaint, who is under the influence of ever- 
laſting ur is filled with e and ſtands aſto- 


„ 00 Prov. xix. 3. 


niſhed 


n, 


6 
niſbed at the bt of eternal election Falling into his 
lap (a). This humility makes the face w Heine, fills 
the heart with conſolation, as a bottle that has no vent (b), 
while the ſecret flame of everlaſting love makes the ſou! 
melt like wwax, till the ſecond Adam's image appears in 
all his features on ſuch an happy foal; and all his 
words come forth ſeaſoned with grace, and drop like dew, 

while he aſcribes Righteouſneſs to bis MAKER R. 
A true virgin foul carries the law of kindneſs on ber 
longue, but caffs not her pearls before fwine ; loves 
the Saviour with all her Sections, but ſhews no pity 
to Devils, nor contends with her Royal Head in the 
behalf of traitors; and leaves the porſherds to ftrive 
with the polſterds of the earth, but eſcapes the woe due 
to them 2050 ſtrive with their MAKER (c). 

The hope of Arminianiſm ſeems to me to differ 
much from the hope of the goſpel, becauſe ir allows 
that CHRIST died for all men. But CHRIST declares 
the gates that lead to diſtruction receive the greateſt 
number of ibem d). If this be true, ſome are in Hell 
for whom CuRIsT died; in which caſe there muſt 
have been a deficiency in the price, the Surety paid, 
or elſe it reflects on his 2 um, and ſuppoſes him 
outwitted by the ſerpent, who, through his ſubtlety, 
Has got legions in his poſſeſſion, which was the Saui- 
our's 0wh by purchaſe. It does not reflect on bis wi/- 
_ only, but on his mw allo, oy evuld not bold 


(a) . xvi. 33. 100 (3) Job. xxxii. 5 8 
(e) Iſaiah xlyv. 9. () Matt, vii. 13. 


them 


(6? 
them committed to him; becauſe the gates of Hell have 
Lrevailed, and many are plucked out of his hand (a). 

It ſeems likewiſe to reflect cruelly on the Juice of 
Goo, who drew his fword, and ſheathed it in the 
great Shepherd (b); and ſpared him not in the leaſt, or 
abated one mite of the debt (c). And it is plain 
Juſtice promiſed by the blood of his covenant, to ſend 
Worth the priſoners out of the pit, in which was 1 water 405 
and further, to be faithful and juſt to forgive us our 
ins, and to cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs 2Y 

If Arminian hope is fixed on a ſurety, which hath 
not, or cannot pay the debt ; or, if it is fixed on a 
mutable Saviour, and has no laws to encourage it, but 
ſuch as demand a debt 7wice, firſt of the ſurety, and 
then of the debtor ; firſt ſend them out of the priſon 
of fin on the ſurety” s account, or, in their own words, 
make them ſons of Gop by grace to-day, and, after 
all this, let them fall away, and lock them up in Hell 
to all eternity, until they can pay the utmoſt mite of 
what was paid long ago ; what eſtabliſhment is here 
for hope ? I anſwer, a hope founded on ſuch doc- 
trines, is juſt as ſtable as a feather in a whirlwind. 

However, we have many who are hardened enough, 
through the deceitfulneſs of Jin, to advance ſuch lies in 
the naine of the Lox p, and father them upon him; 
and it is enough to make the fleſh of thoſe, who en- 
tertain any thoughts worthy of God, to tremble ; and 


(a) John x. 28. 3) Zech . xiii. 7. 
(e) Rom. viii. 32. (4) Zech. ix. 11. 


F | thoſe 


(e) 1 John i. . 
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is founded on falſthood, to do with the hope of 


Jalſe-hope ſtate to-day, and be in Hell to-morrow, 


From it) not into it: he who hopes in CarrsT is not 


4 5 
thoſe who keep filent at the report of ſuch indignity 
offered to Gor, ought to be rebuked by every ton 
in the ſtreets. But what has this hope, which 


the Goſpel? I anſwer, juſt as much as the throm 
o + iniquity has to do with a throne of grace. 

However, the Arminians honeſtly own their hope 
may be loſt ; and we verily believe it to be as they 
ſay, that a man may be a perfect man in this 


But the hope of the goſpel is quite another thing; 
CHRIST crucified is the only hope ſet before us, and he 
who takes refuge in him, doth not tumble into Hell, 
but is /, to fly from the wrath to come, (mark, to fy 


to be diſappointed of his hope. But the hope of Ar: 
minianiſm has (it is to be feared) diſappointed many; 
and no wonder, when it is founded on a conditional 
promiſe, a withered arm of impotent free-w:ll, in co- 
partnerſhip with a weak and mutable ſaviour,  » 

But the hope of a Chriſtian is an anchor which is 
caſt into the immutable and unchangeable Gov- 
HEAD, and its flooks take hold within the wail of 
Curi1sT's fleſh, and is fure and fiedfaſt to every choſen 
veſſel of mercy (a). The Lord is the hope of his people, 
and the flrength of the children of Iſrael ; and if an J, 
raelite indeed loſeth his hope, or fails of the grace of 
Go, and the glory which grace is an earneſt of, and be 


(a) Heb. vi. 19. 


caſt 
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| caſt away, the Lord himſelf muſt fail. However 


he never hath failed them that truſted in him as zet (a), 


| and it is time enough to 2 out againſt him when 


we find he has. 

Though David ſays, deth his promiſe fail for ever- 
more, and hath the Lox D forgotten to be gracious; yet 
he is honeſt enough to own, this was his infirmity (b) ; 
and ſurely that man is a blind guide, who cannot diſ- 
tinguiſh between the infirmities of the fleſh, and the 
glorious and everlaſting goſpel of the Sox ox God. 

It we examine the peace maintained by UNIVERSAL 
Lovers, we ſoon ſhall ſee it has nothing to do with 
the goſpel. The peace which the goſpel proclaims is 
a reconciliation between Gop and finners, which peace 
was made by CHRIST our mediator, by the blood of his 
croſs (c); therefore he is our peace, Gop pre-ordained 
him ſo to be (d). Carisr paid our debt of obedi- 
ence to the law, removed its arſe, and took it out of 
the way of every believer ; and by his death he paid our 
debt of ſuffering to jaſtice, which had long ſince de- 


clared, that the ſoul that finneth, it ſhall die. 


Having thus by his obedient life magnified the law, 


and by his death paid our debt of ſuffering to juſ- 


tice, a throne of grace is eſtabliſhed on juſtice ſatisfied, 
truth cleared, and judgment fully executed. Judg- 
ment and juſtice are the habitation of his throne, while 
mercy and truth go before his face ; from this throne he 
Jpeaks peace to them that are afar off, and 10 them that are 


(a) Joſh, xxi. 48. (2) Pfalm Ixxvii. 8, 9, 10. 
(c} Col; i 20, (4 Iſajah xxvi. 12. | 
| "> nigh, 
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nigh, and believers ſhall be bleſſed with the ht 
of peace fo long as the moon! endureth © and it mult be ſo; 
for Cu ist is the prince of peace, and to us it is pro- 
claimed freely—my peace I give unto you, not as the world 
giveth give I unto you Thus is peace for ever pro- 
claimed between Gop and the eled?, between the 
elect and their own confciences ; yea, between the ele# 


and the beafts of the field (a), and between one choſen | 


veſſel and another. | 
And when by faith we pleaſe hit: our enemies are 


to be at peace With us; that is to ſay, Gop awes the 


hoſts of perſecutors, and makes them lay down their 
rebel arms, and keep ſilence; while poor ſaints, almoſt 
wearied out with the long fatigues of war, may renew 
their firength, and rally their forces for a freſh 


5 attack. 


But what has the peace of Rant Loves to 
do with this peace proclaimed in the goſpel? Surely 
nothing at all: thoſe who contend for the houſe of 
Ahab and Fezebel, have nothing to do with this peace. 
Our anſwer to ſuch is, what haſt thou to do with peace? 
get thee bebind us; we are at war with Abab and his 
bloody houſe, becauſe the witchcrafts of Jezebel are ſo many. 
But theſe UNIVERSAL Lovers call the decrees of Gop 
horrible, a language that favours of ſuch rebellion, as 
no man dare offer to an earthly prince ; and maintain 
an impious war with the ſovereign Logp of heaven, 
tebelling againſt his laws, and fighting againſt all the 
loyal ſubjefts of grace, (who are humbled to bow to 


(a) Job V. 23. 5 
his 


age N Rn 
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his ſovereign will) and making reconciliation between 


the church and Jezebel. 
This is making peace where Gop has dense War 3 


 T woill put enmity between the church and the ſerpent, be- 


tween Chriſt, the woman's ſeed, and the ſerpent's ſeed ; 
and theſe are to bruiſe each other; and ſurely CarisT 
never came to contradict his Father's will, but to de- 
light in it, and doit. I am not come to ſend peace on 


earth, but a ſeword and a fire, and what will I, if it be al- 


ready kindled ® From henceforth there ſhall be five in one 
houſe divided, three UNIVERSAL LoveRs againſt two 
lovers of Gon; and the nigher they are in the bonds 
of nature, the hotter ſhall be their war; a man's foes 
Mall be thoſe of his own houſe, 

However, we muſt leave theſe Univerſal Lovers 
to ſhift for themſelves, for they neither fight for 


God, for his laws, nor yet for the church of England. 


If they fought for Gop, they would not fight againſt 
us, and help the ungodly. Aud Jehoſtapbat the king 
of Fudah returned to his houſe in peace to Jeruſalem, and 
Febu the ſon of Hanani the ſeer went out to meet him, and 
faid to king feho/haphat, fhouldſt thou help the ungodly, 
and love them that hate the Lord? Therefore is torath 
upon thee from before the Lord. Newertheleſs there are 
good things found in thee (a); and it was well for 


him that Gop's decrees were found in him. 


Thus it appears that UxIVERSAL CHART v fights 


not for Gop, but helps the augod.y ; nor doth it 


(4) 2 Chron. xix. 1, 2, 5 
EY fight 


„ 
fight for God's laws; a man who is up in arms 
againſt his Maker's decrees, and contending for apoſ- 
tates now in hell, can never be ſaid to love Gop with 
all his heart, with all his foul, with all his mind, and 
with all his flrength'; nor can he be ſaid to hate Father 
aud Mather, wife and children, and his own life for 
CarisT's ſake ; and if he cannot, he is not worthy of hum. 
UNIVERSAL CHARITX, nothwithſtanding all its 
pretenſions of love, is no friend to the Church of Eng- 
land, or to them that are in it; for it teaches them to 
deny her doctrines, and yet cleave to her walls; it 
cuts off her breaſts of conſolation, and then tells us to 
ſtick tq her carcaſs ; ſurely this is a ſtrange way, of 
ſhewing charity, The church of England tells me in 
her catechiſm, that I am wholly unable to come to 
CnrisT, though he commands me, or to love Gop, 
though I am bidden, or to ſerve him, though it is 
for my life, © My good child, know this, that thou art 
nat able to do theſe things of thyſelf, nor io walk in the com- 
mandments of Gop, and to ſerve him, without his ſpecial 
grace, which thou muſt learn at all times to call for by dili- 
gent prayer.” Univerſal Charity contradicts this, and 
ſays Carist's calling me implies I have a power to 
come, or elle Cyr1sT mocks me with a fruitleſs call. 
However, the ſpouſe could reconcile CurisT's 
call, and her own weakneſs very well together. Ariſe 
my fair one and come azvay, ſays CHRIST. Draw me, and 
zoe cell rum after thee, ſaysthe ſpouſe ; the turns his com- 
mand into a petition, and obtains an anſwer. 


—_ 


cm) 


- Univerſal Charity teaches me to call Car1sr's 
Righteouſneſs imputed nonſenſe, and to boaſt of per- 
fection in myſelf; and then warns me never to for- 
ſake the church of England. But is this charity, to 
+ eend me wrapped up in my own righteouſneſs, and 
by MM boaſting of my own perfection to the Loxp's table 

in the church of England“ Surely, if I go there in 
ts chis manner, I ſhall carry lies in my mouth; for it 
-. teaches us to ſay, Me do not preſume to come to this 
thy table, O merciful Lord, traſting in our own Righteouſ- 
neſs, but in thy mazifold and great mercies. We are nat 
worthy ſo much as lo gather up the crumbs under thy table, 
& c.“ Strange language this, for a perfect man 
taught to deſpiſe his Maker's Righteauſneſs ! Such ſouls 
have no right to approach the LorD's table, or to 
join the church ſervice ; becaule it forbids “ diſſemblers. 
with God.” No man, perfect in himſelf, has any 
right there, but ſuch as “ are heartily ſorry for their 
fins, and who can ſay the remembrance of them is grievous, 
and the burden of them intolerable.” He that is taught 
to deny election, is inſtructed to deny the church ca- 
techiſm, which teaches, I believe in God the Holy 
Ghoſt, who haih laute me, and all the elect people of 
Gon.” 

How can a man join with the church ſervice, and 
ſay, endue thy Minifters with Righteouſneſs, and make thy 
choſen people jeyful ; when he denies it in his heart, 
drawing nigh to God with the lips, and honouring him 
with the zvords of election and imputed Righteouſueſs, while 
ihe heart is far from him as a Sovereign, and as the juſti- 


„ — 


* Fer of the ungodly, is only zworſhipping him i in vain ? | 
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a man is taught by Univerſal Charity to deny and de. 
teſt the doctrines of Gop, and then ſent to tread Go 5 
courts in falſchood, and compaſs his Maker about ith T 
lies, to cloak his manifold fins with finleſs perfection, C 
and thus to diſſemble them before the face of ALm1carty H 
Gop our heavenly Father, goes the only way to ruſh 9 
into the greateſt damnation, which they are threatened 
with who are hypocritical mockers i in vor up. If the 
ſubjects of Univerſal Charity have any better doctrine 
than this, /c/ them now declare 4 or for ever hold their 
peace. 
If we compare this Univerſal Charity wich: the 
copy Paul gives us of the love of Gop, we ſhall find 
it as contrary to that, as its doctrines are to the eſta- 
bliſhed church. Paul gives us a true portrait of di 
vine Charity, or love, in 1 Cor. xiii. 1.“ Though | 
ſpeak with the tongue of men and of Angels,” though I 
ſpeak with all the eloquence which the wiſdom of 
this world teacheth ; and though 1 talk of holineſs 
and ſinleſs perfection as much as an elect Angel could 
do, yet if © I have not charity, if I am not a happy 
partaker of the electing and everlaſting love of Gop, 
and am not brought to love Gop above Self, and to 
love Gop's choſen veſſels above all apoſtates and 
traitors, I am nothing but (baſe metal) " ſounding 
braſs,” or a noiſy inſtrument about charity, compared 
to a“ tinkling cymbal. „C And though I have the gift 
of drminian prophecy,” as Mr. Bell had, and could tell 

when London would be deftroy ed by an earthquake, 
ſo 


10 
ſo that I could drive thouſands into Hyde-Park to 
eſcape it; Aud though I underſtand all myſteries, and 


have all knowledge,” ſo that I could contradi&t Mr. 


Toplady, Mr. Hervey, Mr. Whitefield, old John 
Calvin, the Prophets, Apoſtles, and even CHRTIST 


| himſelf (as was before hinted) as ſome in our 


days do, yet I am nothing. 
And though ] have all faith, fo that 1 hall remove 
the mountains of guilt,” and indwelling fin alſo; and de- 


clare a fallen wretch as perfect in the fleſh, as God 


is perfect; yet if I have not the diſcriminating love 
of Gop in my heart, © I am nothing ;” nothing but a 
deluded finner in rebellion againſt Gor.” © And 
though I give all my goods to feed the poor,” in order to 
make up my own righteouſneſs, and bring in my 
Maker debtor ; and “ though I give my: body to be 
burned,” or ſhew ſuch! charity for ſinners, as to wiſh 
“ my part taken out of a Saviour's blood, unleſs it freamed 


for all the race,” yet all this ſhew of fleſhly affections 
which exalt me ſo high in the eſteem of finners, 


« without the Iove of God in my heart, profiteth me no- 


thing. © Charity ſuffereth lung, and endureth all 


things for the elect's fake (a), * and is kind, p eſpe- 
pecially to the houthold of faith (5), in feeding them 


with true knowledge and underſtanding (c). 
« Charity envieth not. —envieth no man for his 
fene in declaring the whole counſel of Gov (4); 


(a) 2 Tim. ii. 10. (5) Gal. vi. 10. 
(c) John xxi. 16. (4) Acts xx. 27. 


j | ; ; or 


— — 


So G 


or his being ** valiaut for truth (a).. Charity 
- waunteth not itſeiff'—vaunts not about improving a 
natural talent, being faithful to grace received, or 
deſpiſing an imputed Righteouſneſs, in order to aſſiſt 
a ſinner in eſtabliſhing his own web, on the ruins of 
his Saviour's obedience, ** Is not puffed up” with a 
vain notion of free agency, nor with a. vain conceit. 
of fle{hly perfection, nor of infallibility, but ſays, he 
that thinketh that he knoweth any thing, knoweth 
nothing yet, as he ought to know. Doth not behave 
itſelf unſeemly,” in crying down every preacher's repu- 
tation, nor teaches any to deny the doctrines of the 
Bible. **, Secketh not her own glory, (nor teaches any 
to ſpeak warn viſions out of their orem hearts) but the 
glory of him who ſent her; nor allows men to eſta- 
bliſh themſelves in the judgment and affections of 
ſinners above CHRIST and his truth. 1s not eafily 
provoked” under juſt reproof when given ; '** thinketh 
uo cui of them who preach eternal election, and 
contend for the ſtability of Goy's eneniafing FR 
and the glorious privileges of it. 1 

4 Charity rejoiceth not in iniquity . Rejoiceth not be- 
cauſe errors are abundantly propagated, and advocates 
for them are increaſed; ſhews no joy at the world's 
wondering after the bea/? - takes no delight in parties 
made and armed with rebellion againſt Gop, ** but 
rejoiceih in the truth.” Rejoiceth when eternal elec- 
tion is revealed to a poor ſinner, and makes his ſoul 


(8). Jer, ir. 3. 
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i rejoice that his name is wwritten.in beaven(a),” and ſhews 
him his witneſſes there, and his record on high (b). Re- 


joiceth in the enjoyment of an imputed Righteouſ- 
neſs, zohich fills the ſoul with joy. and peace in the faith 


I of it ſe); rejoices in the truth of a ſaint's perſevering, 


and makes him. go on his way rejoicing, and praiſing 
God with joyful lips (d); gives the faint a full perſua- 
fion of his ſafe arrival in glory, and tells bim he- ſhall 
return with ſongs and everlaſting joy upon bis head (e. 
© Charity beareth all things. —Beareth all oppoſitions, 
temptations, and reproaches from falſe doctors, and 
all the arrows ſhot from their bows, rather than give 
up one grain of Gop's truth to their fancy. Be- 


lieveth all things. Never calls Gop to an account 


about his decrees, nor zeacheth men ſo to do; - never 
arraigns Gop at the bar of carnal reaſo, nor allows it 
to be done; but belieyeth all things (errors excepted) ; 
crediteth the doctrines of election, and its oppoſite re- 
probation; believes the elect ſhall. all attain to the righte- 
cuſneſs of faith without the law (f), and that all the reſt 
ſhall not attain to it, though they ſeek it by the works of the 
law (g). Believes all the ele&,/hall be taught of God, 
and the reſt, ſhall be ever learning, but never able 10 
come to the knowleage of the truth (. 

Charity believes all who are written in the Lamb's book 
of life ſhall be ſaved (7 ); yea, all that are found e 


(a) Luke x. 20. 
(c) Rom. xv. 13. 


(e) Iſaiah xxxv. 10. 


g) Rom. ix. 32. 


TR 


- (3) Job xvi. 19. 

(a4) Pſalm xlv. 1. 5 
() Rom. ix. 30. 

(-) 2 Tim. iii. 7» 


among 


6 
among them, who are ordained to eternal J. ife, and end 
rolled in the heavenly Feruſalem (a), and that they ſhalſ tna 
bear the names of called, choſen, and faithful, even i 
heaven (b), and believes all who are not thus written 
in heaven, Hall be caſt into the lake (c). In ſhort, di 
vine charity believes every truth in the book of Goy, 
but knows nothing of the new. manufactured doe: 
trines of PorEryY, ARMINIANISM, and Manows. 
TANISM, or any other lies ſpoken in hypocriſy, but call 
them the dofrines of devils (d) : And never doubt, 
but Gop bh judge the world in Righteouſneſs, and the 
People with equity, and make it appear as * as His ſun, 
and his juft dealings as the noon- day. 
Charity never ſets an Univerſal Lover to each Gos 
knowledge, or as a counſellbr to inſtruct him in the path of 
judgment, much leſs 70 condemn his eternal counſel, that a 
Worm may appear righteous. © Hopeth all things.” — 
Hopeth to enjoy all the bleſſings of an everlaſting co. 
venant, and makes the ſoul believe he ſhall never be 
Aiſappointed f his hope, or have his expeftation cut off; 
but leads him into the enjoyment af hope to come, and 
makes a ſou! rejoice. in hope of the glory of God : Yea, 


and enables him in the ſtrongeſt confidence to leave 


his very fleſh to reſt in hope. 

*© Charity endureth all things. 1—Endureth al things 
rather than part with any truth, or her portion there- 
in; yea, rather than caſt azway her confidence for that 
* principle af falling from grace : en will cry, 

(a) Iſaiah iv. 3. F.. (3) Ber. xvii. 14. 
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aud pray day and night, as all the elect do (a); rather 
than part with her daily dependance on Gop by faith 
and prayer, or exchange it for that independent ſelf- 
exalting and fleſh- eaſing doctrine of ſinleſ perfection. 

“ Charity never failetn.— Charity is a divine love 
fixed from all eternity (5), appears and draus a foul 
to CHRIST in time (c), and ſhall never be taken from 
him, until the faithfulneſs of an Wa Go 
can fail (4). 

Charity never faileth ; it knows nothing of final 
apoſtacy from adopting grace, or diſinheriting the ſub- 
jects of it; never dreams of Gop being perjured in 
his oath, or of the unalterable promiſe failing CnRisr 
and his ſeed ;—has not the leaſt idea of an everlaſting 
covenant being broken, or of the holineſs, truth, juſtice, 
and faithfulneſs of Gop appearing an everlaſting blank 
to his ele?, who are ſecured by every perfection of 
deity, and with ten thouſand times ten thouſand pro- 
niſes and bleſſings, beſides a whole cloud of witneſſes. 

And we, in the name of the eternal and inviſible 
God, defy all the legions of devils now in hell, and 
all the reprobate finners of mankind now with them, 
together with all the Univer/al Lovers on earth, ever 
to point out the perſon who, the period when, or 
the crime for which one ſingle foul, choſen of Gop in 
CarisT from all eternity, and redeemed by the blood of 
Jenovar the Saviour, and internally called and /ealed 
by the HoLy Gnosr, ever dropped into hell as an heir 


= 


(a) Luke xvii 7, G.. 
(e) John vi. 65. (a4) Pſalm Ixxxix. 33. 
. 5 


1 
of wrath. As J ſaid before, ſo T ſay again, in unit 2 
with all my brethen in the aii, we defy you all tg 
ſhew us out of any of the infernal annals of Beelzebu;, 
that any one ſubject of ſpecial grace fell, as an ever. 
laſting ſpoil for devils. 

Me believe many eanonized by popes have pe 
into purgatory for ever, and they do not altogether 
deny it ; and we believe many fools who have boaſted 
of perfection, have gone from their paradiſe to per. 
dition, agreeable to CRRISsT's word, they who exal} 
themſelves ſhall be abaſed. And we doubt not but many 
have fallen from Arminian grace, and that Cain, and 
others inrolled by univerſal lovers, are in hell; but 
what has all this to do with the point in hand ?— 
Indeed nothing. Popiſh rules and Gop's decree; 
are, and ever will be two different things. Gop 
gives heaven, and popes cannot ſell it. Samſon 
made ſport enough for the Philiſtines, when they 
prevailed only to blind him ; but ſurely a /piritual 
Nazarite in hell would make much more e than 

Samſon. | 
_ Talking of God's le being fixed on all the race 
one minute, and of redeemed. ſouls being in hell the 
next, is ſuch dreadful charity, as can come from 
none but devils. We know that Arminian prophe- 
cies have failed, and that tongues boaſting of perfec- 
tion have ceaſed, and that a pretended infallibility 
hath vaniſhed away ; but ſtill we hold that faith, hope, 
and charity abideth among the ele; and that the 
greateſt of theſe is charity ; and that charity never faileth ; 


A | 
and if it be not fo now, zoho will make me a liar, atid 
my ſpeech nothing worth (a)? 

I have for ſome years narrowly watched the won- 
derful effects of this ſtrange ſort of charity, but 
never ſaw it produce any better fruits on the minds 
of others, than it did on my fooliſh deluded ſoul. 
A man and his wife once attended my miniſtry at 
Thames-Ditton ; the man was apt to drink, and uſed 
to perſecute the goſpel, and his wife was of a very vain 
turn of mind; however they both heard me for ſome 
time, and a viſible reformation appeared in them; 
but ſoon the woman fell ſick, and having a family 
of ſeven or eight children, they were oppreſſed with 
poverty, and at that time I was almoſt in the fame 
predicament. But there was an Arminian who lived 
in the place; ſhe viſited this poor fick woman, and, 
in order to get her ear, appeared very liberal. Whe- 
ther UNIVERSAL CHARITT allows a premium to be 
given for converts, I cannot tell, but am informed 
popery does; but whether the pope pays them in caſh 
or in ſuperſtition, I know not. However, for want of 
ability to give alms, I loſt my convert; and when 
the poor woman appeared abroad again, ſhe was 
eſtabliſhed “ in the ſcorner's chair,” and told me 
Caur1sr died For. Cain and Judas, as well as for me; 
and what was 1? Finding her engaged in tefal re- 
bellion againſt Gov, I thought it proper to let her 
alone. However ſhe ſent many meſſages to me about 


(a) Job xxiv. 25. | | 
\ 5 CurisT's 


Cunts. s dying for all. I ſent her word, I feared he 
did not die for her. The anſwer ſhe returned is too 
filthy to mention... „„ 
2 2 #, 3 
What divinity this Arminian planted i in the poor 
woman's judgment I know not, but have room to 
ſuſpect her communications zvere evil, becauſe they cor- 
rupted good manners.” However, it is thoſe “ perſons 
zwho awake to imputed Righteouſneſs,” and they. only, of 
whom it may with propriety be ſaid, /hey ſin not, but 
ſcorners have not the knowledge of Ged, T ſpeak this to their 
ſhame. The woman and her huſband's name is Jok- 
DON, they live at Thames-Ditton, i in Surry. 
After this inſtruction, I very ſeldom ſaw them un- 
der my miniſtry ; and it was beſt fo, for theſe rea- 
ſons : thoſe who can prove the ſalvation of Cain, (the 


devil's offspring) and Fudas, the fon of perdition, are fl 
wiſe, far above all that is written ; ; and who can teach 2 
them? However the woman goes on as the reſt of 8 
the world do; and as for the huſband, he has been 

U 


reproved for being often drunk in the ſtreets fince they 

have mounted the ſcorner's chair. And with reſpect / 
to the zealous Arminian, ſhe was indeed a wniverſal 

lover of fleſh and blood, and has only three enemies; 
the firſt is a ſgyercign Gov, the ſecond, his ſovereign 
grace, and the third is a myſtical body of obedient ſub- 
jette: But we had a carnal parſon in Thames-Ditton, 
who was ſeldom ſober a day in the year, yet this 
tutoreſs could hear him N and receive the ſa- 
crament 
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crament at his hands with pleaſure, and no marvel, 
for the world loves its run. | 


I was ſome time ago in company with a man and 
his wife at Sunbury, in Middleſex, where I was to 
preach that night. This man and his wife were at 
the ſame houſe as viſitors, their names were J—o—s ; - 
they came from London. We ſoon entered into 
converſation about religion, when I perceived his 
notes to be quite wild, and nothing in them of the 
heavenly dove's pleaſing melody : Upon our further 
diſcourſe, I found him to be a man who had read 

much, eſpecially the works of Aa onlics and 
univerſal la rs. 

I believe he had been for many years in let con- 
Auclions, and his greateſt troubles had been, to find 
out what would become of heathens, blacks, and in- 
fidels. J gave great attention to him, and ſoon dif- 
cerned he had been a pupil at the infernal foot of 
Satan, where I had formerly ſat to my ſorrow. He 
appeared a man of good abilities, ſtrong memory, quick 
wit, of a fudious turn of mind, and not without a 
match of the original languages, and wonderfully 
verſed in ſcholaſtic and bombaſtic phraſes. I ſaid 
but little to him, finding he was wiſer in his own 
eyes than ſeven men who could render a reaſon. - 

Howheit, at dinner he began again; and I found 
he had happily been delivered from his convictions 
and troubles about the whole race of mankind; by 
this doctrine, namely, that all who entered hell, Nw 
to be purged by the fire of wrath, and that Cyrtrsr 

G would, 


0 the doctriue that had delivered his foul, and he was at 


(6) 
would, (after they had paid juſtice the debt of ſuffix: 
ing) inſtate them in the favour of Gop; and this was 


liberty in this belief, and at peace in his own cor. 
Fiente. 

Hearing this, and finding it it to be the ſame out of 
which my ſoul had been marvelouſly delivered, I was 
fure his judgment was eſtabliſhed in the dhctrines of 
devils, and his peace was nothing but a benumbed 
conſcience 3 his liberty was caſting off all convictiom, 
fear of God, and light of truth. I aſked him if he had 
any hope of a goal-delivery for all the damned ; he 
told me yes, CHRIST would reflore all things. I aſk 
ed him if he believed the devils would be included in 
this aniverſal reprieve ; and he told me yes, as ſure 
I was alive. I told him, according to his doctrine, 
the unfathomable and impaſfable gulf, which Goy 
hath fired for ever, is to be ſounded, and waded 
through; the never-dying worm is to expire, eternal 
death reſign his ſceptre, and the in Xs ted Jmoke of 

finners” torments to find a period. 

To which he anſwered, the word never muſt be 
limited. I told him if it would bear a limitation in 
behalf of the damned, it would alſo againſt the eters 
nal eſtabliſhment of the redeemed; and if fo; even in 
heaven we ſhould ſtand in jeopardy. Of all mortals 
I ever heard open their mouths, I never heard any 
one fo inſtructed in perverting, woreſting, turning, and 
_ explaining away the ſenſe of ſcriptures; and in con- 
tending with him, I _ I had been delivered 
from 


( 33 ) 

et. i from many of thoſe temptations in anſwer to prayer, 
Vas WH which he ſeemed ſo confirmed in; I therefore was 
at BY enabled to chaſe him warmly through all the labyrinths, = 
*. ſhades, dens, bogs, miſts, fugs, obſcure ftraits, and ambi- 

guous turnings, in this wilderneſs of univerſal charity, 
of WF which (as Pharaoh ſaid) had hemmied him in. 
855 I told him if he lived and died in thoſe principles, 
ul FR would be damned, if either Gop or his word were 
true. He told me not to judge, nor think of diſput- 
ing him out of his confidence. I told him I had no 
hope of that, for if Gop ſent a Arong delufion that a 
man ſhould believe a lie, it was that he might be Wamned 
for not believing the truth, but having pleaſure in unrigh- | 
teouſneſs (a). However I preached before him that 


evening, and topped his mouth; and he told the 
e, p:ople, preach where I might, he would attend my 
BY miniſtry ; but I cannot ſay I have any hope of being 
- made ſo uſeful an inſtrument, as to Tm. ck one on 
a 


embarraſſed in errors. 

It would be endleſs for me to > ie all the won- 
derful effects that I have ſeen of this ARMIN IAN 
CraritY; ſince J have appeared in a public charac- 
ter; however, to rob fouls of Gop's ruth, and eſta- 
bliſh them in errors, is a very inhoſpitable act, whe- 
ther it be called charity or malice. I confeſs my very 
ſoul has been gfieved within me, when I have heard 
ſuch ſtrange phantoms of experience as ſome relate; 
ſuch as ſeeing of ghoſts, fighting with devils, which 


(4) 2 Theſ. it. 11, a4 
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have appeared in View, as they ſay, and then father 


ing ſuch imaginations, fancies, and doctrines of devil zl 
upon the ever bleſſed Spirit of Gov. Such wickedneglMt” 
is great, but nd marvel, for Gop ſays, when the ſinner, " 
#tching ears are turned from the truth, 1 Raul be turn 
g 


unto fables (a). 

Some time ago I was begging money for the little 
chapel we built at Sunbury, in Middleſex, and a friend 
who went with me, adviſed me to call at a china ſhy 
near Oxford-market ; the man J found was a brothe 
preacher, only he was of the Arminian perſuaſion. He 
began very warmly, and told me he uſed to hear m 
with pleaſure, but now I did nothing but rail in th 


pulpit. I told him there was no preaching the go 
faithfully without railing againſt the devil. He tu, 
me he had read all forts of opinions about religic 0 
: and he could teach me better than I knew. * 
Perceiving a large ſhare of human wiſdom in hin} 

I aſked him what he knew of the Hor v SpIRIT fe 

work, what doctrines the Spirit had taught him, how” 

they were applied, and what he felt under his oper 
tions, when liberty was proclaimed to his ſoul ; tot 5 
uere the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty (b). 7 
Theſe things being ſtrange to him, he thought prope ” 
to wave them, and get upon another ſabect; in order 1 
to which, he aſked me what the ſbul of man was. | bi 

began to tell him what the word: of  Gop faid about ip 

it; but he interrupted me, and brought matters to 3 6 


(a) 2 Tim. iv. 4. 5 ) 2 Cor. iii. 17. 
1 
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point at once: He told me the ſoul of man was a 
thinking being, and the Spirit of Gop was that | pirit 
which judged favourably of all; and real religion was 
to think, and let think, 

After a warm converſation, we parted ; and 1 be- 
gan to conſider this wonderful religion, and the ſpirit 
Jof it, and thought, if free-thinking would carry ſouls 
to heaven, there are as many ways thither, as there 
are carnal men on earth ; however, the Bible ſoon 
ſhewed me the religion of free-thinkers, The Saviour 
aſked bis felloteers and others, what they thought of CHRIST, 
and they, as all free-hinkers do, varied much in their 
thoughts; ſome ſaid he was John the Baptiſt, others 
thought he was Elias, others one of the old prophets ; 
ſome thought he was a good man, and ſome ſaid nay; 
ſome thought he was a decerver,: and fome ſaid 
he was a wine-b:bber ; others that he was an enemy io 
Geſar ; others ſaid he was Beelxebub; and ſome 
few ſaid he was the CayrisT of Gop, and ſo it is 
The Arminians think he is a changeable being; 
others think he is an Angel of the higlieſt order; the 
Turk thinks he is a footſical ; the Jew thinks he is an 
impoflor ; the Arian thinks he is a creature, and the 
Deiſt thinks he is zothing. However, be muſt reign 
till all his enemies be made his faoiflool, and he ru made 
them at firſt, ſhall daſh them in pieces like à potter's veſſel, 
Be Rlill and know that he is Gop, he will be exalted on 
earth; therefore kiſs the Son, le be be angry, and ye pe- 


( 86 ) 
in from the right way, which you certainty will, if zu 
rorath be kindled, yea but a little. | 
But what has free-thinking to do with the religion 
of CarisT? I anſwer, juſt as much as the pope has 
with the keys of heaven, and no more; for Gop knows 
the thoughts of the wiſe that bhey are vain (a). Therefore 
ttt the unrigliteous man forſake his thoughts (b; and if 
he does not, the goſpel has done nothing for him; 
for it furniſhes a Miniſter (not with the feeble wez- 
pons of purblind reaſon, ) but with the gifts and grace 
of God's SeirIT, which are mighty through Gop to the 
pulling down of flrong holds, caſting down imaginations, 
and every high thing that exaltetb itſelf againſt the knows 
ledge of GoD, and bringing into captivity every thought i 
tue obedience of CHRIST; and having in readineſs to m. 

wvenge all diſobedience, when the obedience Uo the e is 
fulfilled (e). F 
If free-thinking be the n of W what need 
is there of taking man's thoughts priſoners > But this 
religion has nothing to do with the religion of 
_ CarisrT Jzsvs, nor has the ſpirit of UNIVERS4I 
CHARITY, (which ſhews ſuch malice againſt Gop's 
elect, in the behalf of rebels) any thing to do with 
the HoLy Gnosr. The Gop of heaven,” and © the 
Go of this world” are two maſters, and ye muſt love and 
ſerve the one, and hate the other (d). ChRIS and 
Belia}” are an and muſt be Keg apart by every: 


a) I Car. WM.” 20. ( Ifaiah lv. 7. 
(c) 2 Cor. x. 4, K (a] Matt, vi. 24. 


miniſter; 
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cap 
miniſter (a); “ the myſtery of gude () and the 
* myſtery of iniquity” are two oppoſite myſlertes (c) ; 


the ſpirit of truth” and the ſpirit of error (4) are like- 


wiſe divided. A throne of iniquity muſt have no fellow- 


ſip with Gor, nor thoſe who frame miſchief by a 


law (e) ; the tribes of ſpiritual Iſrael (f), and“ the tribes 
of the earth,” are two diſtinct tribes (g); * the righte- 
ous nation that keeps the truth (H,“ and a nation againſt 
which Gon has indignation for ever, are two nations, 
and muſt be called ſo (i). 
The Lord's generation is one famil {k), oe the 
generation of wipers is another (1) ; a believer and an inft- 
del are not to have one part, their portions differ 
much; the eternal Gop has drawn a ſtraight line, and 
every man's portion falls to him by line: the lines are 
fallen to me in pleaſant places, yea, I have a goodly heri- 
tage (m) ; it was fore-appointed for him (). And a 
wicked man's heritage, or portion, comes according 
to Gop's fore-appointment alſo ; this is the portion of @ 
wicked man frum Gop, and the heritage appointed by 


| Gop (o). If a man receives righteouſneſs from the 


Gop of his: ſalvation, it is God's line has reached 10 
him (p); and if mercy and peace are upon him, he is 


(a) 2 Cor. vi. 15. (3) 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
(e) 2 Theſſ. ii. 7. (4) 1 John iv. 6. 
(e) Pſalm xciv. 20. Rev. vii. 4. 
(2) Matt. xxiv. 30. ) Iſaiah xy. 2. 
i Mt. i. 4. (4) Pſalm xxii. 30. 
( Matt. xxiti. 33. ) Pſalm xvi. 6. 
(2) 1 Theſſ. v. 9. 15 Job xx. 29. 


(b Tfaiah xxxiv. 17. 
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an Tfrazlite indeed, and enjoys his beings only while he 


walks by GoD's rule (a); and woe be to that man who 
breaks through God's bounds (b), removes his line (c), 
or puts a crook in his rule (d). It is true we have 
ſome who regard neither Gop's bounds, lines, rules, 


nor hedges; but thoſe who break through, ſhall find th the 
inſernal ſerpent bite them (e). 


However, UNIVERSAL Charity has gone great 


lengths in this work; ſhe has preſumed to couple 


IxHOVAH and Jove together in Pope's Univerſal Prayer, 
the ſaint and the ſavage are ſet on a level alſo, 
Others, armed with the iron breaſt-plate of a ſeared 
conſcience, are fighting againſt the moſt eſſential truths 
of the Bible, and, by the dint of magic art, explaining 
away the ſenſe of others, to make them comport with 
carnal reaſon (FJ. Others are counterfeiting the Horr 
Gnosr's ſecret flame of love to Gop and his choſen, 


under the name of UNIVERSAL CHARITY ; and by 


this means endeavouring to unite the world and the 
church together; though Gop ſays, « come out frm 


among them, and be ye ſeparate. 


Perſecution is a bar fixed by Gop, to Wen the 


wile from the precious; you ſhall be hated of all men for my 


name's ſake ; and it is becauſe I have choſen you out of 
the world. Election and reprobation are Gop 's two 
mountains of braſs (g) ; the chariot EF | Rt with its 


(a) Gal. vi. 16. 62) Exod, xix. 21. Job xiv. 1 5. 

(c) Pfalm xix. 4, 0 (d) Philip. iii. 16. 

(e) Eecleſ. x. 8. ( Laaiah xli. 21. 

() Zech, vi. 1. . | 
| white 


he 
vho 
0 
ave 
es, 


the 


eat 


from everlaſting, as her being paved with e 1 


14. 9 2 
white horſes ( a), came forth from between them (b), even 


doth witneſs (c). The Saviour from everlaſting mount- 
ed this chariot, and with his ſword girt on his thigh, he 
rides on proſperouſly to diſpenſe the words ef truth : im- 
tuted righteouſneſs, and meekneſs to all his ele (d). And 
all the daughters, or virgin ſouls, who were from ever- 
laſing enrolled in the ſacred records of eternity, get up 
into this chariot, and ride with him; it was built and 
paved with everlaſting love for the daughters of Jeruſa- 
lem (e), and their names are coritten in the heavenly Feru- 
falem (F). Although ſome are crouding this chariot 
with Cain, Judas, Eſau, and all reprobates, yet this 
wiſe King vill _ the wicked, and bring his wu over 


them (g 
The Roll of Gor! s eternal decrees is fled with ſeven 


ſeals (2), and, for want of being ſealed by the Holy 


Gb (i), the whole tribe of Universal Lovers 
cannot ſee their names enrolled there (&), or find 
their regiſter among the Hraelites (1) ; ſo they are at 
war with all who contend for God's genealogy. The 
glorious day-ſpring from on high, Carisr Jesvs the 
ever bleſſed Saviour, who guides our feet into the way of 
beace, is ſealed alſo (m), fo that the infallible Aian 


(a) Zech. vi. 3. Hab. ni. 8. (3) Zech. vi. 1. 
(e) Cant. iii. 10. Jer. xxxi. 3. (4) Hab. iti. 8. Pſ. xlv. 3, 4. 


(e) Cant. iii. 10. (f) Ifaiah ive 3. 
(g) Prov, xx. 20, Rev. v. 1 
(i) Epheſ. i. 13. (% Hab. iti. 8. Pſalm xlv. 3, 4+ 


(/) Nehem, ww. 64. (-) John vi. 27 
„„ ” Do cannot 


( 900) 


| cannot find him out to perfection (a); though he hay 
Aalroned him, trampled his honour in the duf, and 
took Gop's aweful challenges, that of removing the rock 
of ſalvation (b), and that of cay/ing the eternal day-ſpring 
10 know his place (c). 

The Bible is a ſcaled book alſo (d), and * its wu 
are ſealed up among CRhRIS T's diſciples (e), and none but 
a ſpiritual diſciple underſtands them. The natural man 
underſtands not the things of the Spirit of GoD, nor can he, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned ; yea, they are even 

fooliſhneſs to him. And though Gop writes his laws on 
the hearts of his choſen, and ſeals his teſtimonies among his 
diſciples, and they preach out of their own hearts 
never ſo plainly, yet it appears a work, which a ſelf- 

ſufficient man Hall i in no wiſe believe, though it be gs 
ee, 
The church 8 herſelf a wall (g); and 1 
. Gop, by his Spirit, evrites his laws on their hearts, as 
he did an the wall of Belſhazzar's palace, and ſouls, 
trembling under the ſevere impreſſion, run to many 


in ſuppoſed orders, to read Gop's hand-writing on their 
conſciences, and they find a right reverend Father in 
God, by title only, or a carnal Maſter of Arts, makes 


no better out with the hand- writing, than the Baby: 
loniſh magicians did with the words MEXE MExE, 


þ (8) Jeb . 0 is Wh Jab wlll; 


00 leber. 12. Luke i. 58. (4) Iſaiah xxix. 17, bs 
(e) Ifaiah viii. 16. 00 Habs i. f. 
(g) Cant. viii. 10. : 


TRE, 


* 
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TEk EL, UrHARS1iIx (a); they do not know the 
appointments of Cop in providence, therefore have 
no notion of Gop's numbering. the years of a kingdom, 
and finiſhing it. They have never been put into the 
balance of Fuſtice, and therefore know not what it is 
to be found wanting ; and as they are not acquainted 
with him by zvhom kings reign, they cannot think it is 
he that gives kingdoms to whomſoever he will. How- 
ever, Belſhazzar's wife informed him, that the Spirit 
of the holy Gods was in Daniel, and he was the man, un- 
der Gop, to reſolve doubts, and explain hard ſentences ; 
and ſuch inter preters are ſo few, that Elihu compares 
them ta one among a thouſand (b). 

I have known ſouls go to carnal prieſts, under their 
convictions, for advice, and have received very. 
ſtrange conſolations for a troubled canſcience; ſome - 
have adviſed them to read novels, in order to ſtifle an 
awakened mind; and where this prevails, the zwrath 
of Gop muſt await them, as it is written“ in hel} 
he lift up his eyes, being in torments (c).“ J have known 
others, who ordered the Bible to be taken from them; 
as if the promiſe of eternal life, (which, in the hand 
of the Spirit, brought a prodigal to his ſenſes, and 
the man bound among the tombs to his right mind) were a 
trap, to entangle ſouls for Satan; they, in effect, as 
others have done, call the maſter of the houſe, and 
fublance of the Bible, Beelzebub, and all his ſpiritual 


(a) Dan. v. 28. co) Job xxxiii. 23. 
(5) Luke xvi. 23. = 1 1 
ſervants 


(092 ) 
ſervants mad, and the re: of 4 fowler are in N. their 
ways (a). 


T have known other blind guides recommend bi 


to heal a troubled ſpirit 5 but it muſt be only the new 
zine of the kingdom that will refreſh them who are of 
an heavy heart (b). Others I have known, recom- 
mending ſouls to phyſicians for a hier to be put on 
the head, which is a very ſtrange remedy to draw the 
ſting of eternal death out of the conſcience. One poor 


woman, at Thames-Ditton, who had never heard the 


goſpel; was ſorely wounded in ſpirit, and carried her 
grievous complaints to a blind prigft; what comfort 
ſhe got I know not ; however, when ſhe returned, ſhe 
threw herſelf into a well, but was got out without 
much hurt, Soon after ſhe went to another blind 
guide, of the ſame family, and then went home and 
cut her throat. — 1 heard of it, and went to the houſe, 
but was withſtood at the door; yet, by a long per- 
ſuaſion, I got admittance, and told her moſt of the 
trouble of her beart. She ſaid it was ſo-indeed, and 
ſeemed very glad to hear of a Saviour; but agen 
could ſee her again, ſhe wa in &. Luke's 
bouſe. 

I got two godly men to go hes me to the * 


baſs 5 but the zvoman who kept the key of her ward 


was (to my great grief and diſappointment) an Univer- 
fal Lover. She aſked me if I belonged to Mr. II hite- 
field, or to Mr. Weſley; theſe queſtions being quite 


(a) Hoſ. ix. 3 and B. 0) Prov, xxxi. 6. | 
| . ſtrange 
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ſtrange to me, I told her I belonged to CHRIST, but 
held the doctrines of Mr. }Ybitefield ; in which caſe 
there was no admittarice for me. So Univerſal Lovers 
ſhut out the kingdom of Gor from among men by free- 
will never enter themſelves, and ſuch as are going, they 
kinder. Ide unto them, my ſoul come not thou into 
their ſecret, nor unto their aſſembly ; but from all ſuck 
Hindnefs of mind, from all pride, vain-glory, and ſuch 
hypocriſy, and from ſuch envy, hatred, and malice, 
and from all the uncharitableneſs of Universar - 
Cuakxrrr, good Lord deliver us. The woman who 
cut her throat, lives at e e e near Ditton ; her 
name is Meffoͤ n. 

The ſpirit: of this Wen Crane (abick 
theſe free-thinkers imagine to be the ever-blefſed Spirit 
| of God), is they fay to judge favourable of all, and 
to preach or exclaim againſt none. If a man holds a 
falſe faith, we are to think the be/? of it, though Gop 
tells us ee earneſtly to contend fur the faith once delivered 
.to the faints.” If we find a man holds any error, we 
we are not to level any threatening at him, it is uncha- 
ritabie; nor to preach againſt him, though he refuſe 
inſtruckion: But Gor tells us to caſt out the ſcorer, 
| aud contention ſhall go aut; yea, ſtrife and reproach ſhall 
ceaſe (a). If a profeſſor does not come up in life to 
the ſtricteſt of our ſect, yet we muſt think the beſt, 
though Gon ſays, mark that man, and mY no fellow- 
fo withding. L# TV Ga . 


) Prov. xxii. 10. 8 
e) Prov. xxi Gon 


= 


c 94 ) 


Gop declares, à * righteous Phar: iſee is farther fro 


the kingdom of heaven than publicans and harlots ; yet we 
are only to judge of their Jes; and if they die 7nſen- 
fible, benumbed, and paſt feeling, yet who dare judge 
them, or even mention any doubt af their end? that 


is uncharitable ; though Gop ſays, the wicked have 1 iſ 


bands in their death, and thetr flrength is e 154 a 
ſuch lift up their eyes in hell © 

If the doctrine of eternal election is oſfenſtve to am, 
who will have ſome ground left for boaſtin» ; we muſt 
let it alone, ſays Univerſal Charity, though it is the 
leading truth of the Bible, and foundation of all others; 
yet we muſt leave it, rather than give an offence; 
though Gop: tells us to peek his truth, and to diminiſh 
mt a word (a). If we find any with nothing but: 
dry form of godlineſs on their tongues, and mocking 
Gop therewith, though they are void of grace, yet 
we muſt ſay nothing againſt! them, nor their for- 


mality; though Carisr declares, ſuch ſhall receive 


the greater TY and RR ſuck we are to tun 
away. | 
If we find any in PT EE we muſt Ora er 
bly of them, though they differ in ſentiment from us, 
ſays Univerſal Charity, there may be ſome good ſouls 
among them. Soto be an Univerſal Lover is to pleaſe 
all men: — the Arminian calls upon you to forſake the 
Arong feod, or every eſſential truth in the Bible; the 
Arian wants you to give up your God, and to bow 


(a) "firs wa 
| your 


ur 


( 8 2 | 
your knee to a creature; the Antinomian calls upon 


you to give up the Spirit's quickening power, your 
daily croſs, and a tender conſcience; and the Des i/8 
makes mighty ſhort work of it; he tells you there is 


a firſt cauſe, who had a hand in our beginning, but 


has nothing to do with our end, and declares Gon 


hath forſaken the earth: Theſe are ſcoffers (a), who ſay, 
is there knowledge of our ways in the Mosr Hren (b) ? 
The world has its main ſpring in itſelf, and all things 
continue as they were from the beginning (c); but that of 
his coming to judgment, they are willingly ignorant 
of (d), becauſe they do not ehuſe to be brought to a 
final reckoning ;_ therefore preaching the goſpel to 
them, is nothing but amuſing a wilfully ignoram croud, 
and the Bible 1s nought but a cheat, Religion is only 
prieficraft, and a man is to die like a beaſt; and tt would 
be well for the Deiſt, if he could end his days in 
annitilation, as a beaſt doth ; but that cannot be, for 


Cop hath ſaid, all muſt ſtand before the judoment= 


feat of CHRISTHͤH; and I can believe what he ſays, be- 


cauſe my judgment is paſt already, and I have been ui l 


fied by an act of ſovereigu grace. 
Having thus followed Univerfal Grit, we Kod it 


operating on that wonderful body, that is ſo pure in 


their own eyes, though never waſhed from their filthineſs— 


I mean the Phariſees (e). This charity is alſo to be 


(a) Ezek. vi. 12. x Pſalm exif. * 
(c) 2 Pet. ini. 4. e (d) 2 Pet. iii. 5* 
(e) Prov. xxx. 12, ä 


found 


tions it enters into, are againſt God and his word, in 


„ 
found in papiſis, pagans, and deifts, as well as in Ani. 
nians; and it appears devils, rebels, brules, and inſefs, 
are the objects of its piſy. And the warmeſt conten. J 


behalf of errors; ſurely if Mr. Univerſal Charity was of 
Gop, grace and truth would find fame Lemke in the . 
ezes of him. & 
However, a agreeable to the King's 8 ae ve 
will call a court, and bring him to an impartial trial; i 
We are commanded to try the Spirits, whether they an : 
of God ; and if we bind Univerſal Charity on tarth, he 5 
ſhall be bound in heaven. As Mr. Zeal-for-God ha 
taken him, let him be put in the Hong hai, and del, 
ver him to the care of Mr. Election, the goaler, and] 
believe he will not eſcape his hands eaſily, for I knoy : 
he is no friend to him; and as you lead him to thei” 
hold, aſk him to whom he appeals, and what court q 
he would chuſe to be tried at, only £9 hear what I 5 
will ſay. 
S8 Mr. Zeal-for-God aſked him, ſaying, Wel Ky 
Mr. UNIVERSAL CHARITY, who do you appeal to 
Anſwer. I appeal to Unbiaſed- -Reaſon, and ſhould 90 
like to be tried in the honourable court of Conſcience.— 
So Mr. Zeal-for-God reported what he ſaid to Mr, 75 
_  Goſpel-Experience, the magiſtrate. Oh, ſaid the " 
magiſtrate, his appeal ſhews his nativity ; had he 


been from above, he would have appealed to the 
ſaints, and 7o the law and teſtimony, for wiſdom is jul 
7 her children, md if he cannot ſtand the trial of ( 
| | Gov! ( 


(97 ) 
Gov's word, he is not from above, but is earthly; Hen. 
Jual, and devilifh (a). | 
As for his appeal to Unbiaſſed-Reaſm, there is no 
ſuch perſon ; it is only a phantom, countenanced by 


5 knaves, and admired by fools. But this his appeal is 
only to poſtpone the rrial, for we might drag him to 
5 all the courts in the world, before we ſhould find 
1. Unbiaſſed- Reaſon on the bench; and as for the court of 
"WY Conſcience, which he wants to be tried at, it is the 
. court of heathens, thoſe having not the law, are a law 
WE themſeFves ; their thoughts and conſcience accuſe, or ex- 
WW one another (b); and where a company of carnal 
11 thoughts are the Jury, and a ſeared conſcience the Fudge, 
= matters muſt be badly managed. I know Saul was 
by juſtified in this court, for perſecuting the Judge of 
1 quick and dead, and murdering the ſaints of Gop {c) ; 
bel and CHRIST ſays, the time cometh, æuben whoſoever 
hilleth you, will think he doth God ſervice ; and all theſe 
= ve 4 unto you, becauſe they know not the Father 
- e 5 2 3 
10 This court ſeems but very little, if any, on Gop's 


fide ; it has been ſo confuſed ere now, as 70 call evil 
good, and good evil ; yea, they have put darkneſs for 
light, and light for darkneſs (d) ; and pray what is this, 
but putting God for Satan, and Satan for God? 


he 
he God is light ſe), and Satan is darkneſs (F). Call Mr. 
i (%) James ili. 15. ; (5) Rom. ii. 14, LCs ; 

1 (e) Acts xxvi. 9. (4) Iſaiah v. 20. | 

Ds 


„„ Luke xxl. 53. 
Tn H _ Zeal- 


„ 


Zeal· for- God, and tell him to come to me. 2 | 
Zeal-for-God, Sir, go down to the hold, and tell 
Univerſal Charity, the priſoner, that his appeal to 
Unbiaſſed-Reaſon, and the Court of Carnal Conſcience, WM i 
is objected to; his crime being fpiritual, cannot be! 
tried in a carnal court; Paul was had to ſeveral oft 
theſe, but they could not make a judgment of his 
cauſe ; they owned he had done xothing worthy of death, 
or of bonds, and yet left him bound ;—others ſaid, much 
learning had made him mad (a); when, at the ſame 
time, he /pake forth the zwords of trath and ſoberneſ, 
with ſuch power, as to make ſome tremble ; and uh, 
| ficient, one would think, to convince all, that he 
was the only one in the comm; who was in his riglt 
mind, 

You may aſk him if he chuſes to be Oe before 
Mr. Diſcerning- .- Spirits, the deputy judge, who is 
impowered, and gifted by Gop himſelf for that 
work (b): . So Mr. Zeal-for-God aſked him the 
queſtion, and alſo gave him the reaſon why Unb:afſes 
Reaſon and the Court of Conſcience were objected to. 
Upon — Mr. UNIVERSAL CHARIT x objected to 
the Spiritual Court, and ſaid he had rather be tried 
at the Court of Judicature,—He appealed to Moſes; 
crying out, as others have done, I am Meſes's diſciple 
Then Mr. Zeal-for-God returned, and brought 
Charity? s anſwer to old Mr. Goſpel-Experience, the 
magiſtrate, who had before examined him; and be 
when the old gentleman had heard the F * 


(a) Acts xxvi. 24. ) 1 Cor. xii. 10. 1 ( 
P- af | | | pe 


„ | 

peal and confeſſion, he burſt out a- laughing, ſaying; 
Does he call himſelf Mess diſciple, and does he ap- 
peal to Mpzſes *—Let him alone, ſaid the old gentles 
man, he will be judged out of bis own mouth, and be caſt 
by his own counſel. Before, he ſaid Gop was his Fa- 
ther, and that he was the real Spirit of the Goſpel ; 
that he was of divine extraction, and ſted abroad in 
the hearts of many by the Holy Ggf. | 

However, his being detained a priſoner, proves 
he is not of divine fraternity; if he had, Death him- 
ſelf could not have held him priſoner, for Love is as 
Lirong as Death (a). Theſe equivocations prove him 
to be a baſtard, the offspring of a myſtical harlot ; So- 
lomon tells us ber ways are moveable, man cannot know 
them (o); and Mr. Univerſal Charity well underſtands, 
it ſeems, the winding labyrinths of his debauched mo- 
ther. However, he would find very little more fa- 
vour at the hand of Moſes, than he would at the 
hand of Mr. Diſcerning-of-Spirits, for he has aſſumed 
Mijes's chair, aud bound grievaus burdens on many, which 
lever put @ finger forth to help them with (6). I afn 
ſure Moſes never bequeathed his chair ro Univerfal 
Charity; nor did he, by his example, teach any to 
contend with Gop for 7ra:fors— Moſes never con- 
„ended with the Moſt High for Korab, Abiram, and 
ov Datban, but juſtified Gon in their defliruttion, and fi- 
chef lenced Aaron, when Nadab and Abibu were ſlain for 
and being drunk in the tabernacle. 


(a) Song viii. 6, | (8) Prov. v. 6. 
( Matt. xxlli. 4. 5 | 


1 of dreams,” and giveth thee a fign—(ſuppoſe he tell 
tthee, contending for traitors is a ſign of a Chriſtia 


( 100 ) 
„ de Mr. Univerſal Charity has contradictes 
Moſes, and given him the lie—Moſes ſays Gop wil 
have merry on whom he will have mercy ; but Univerſal 
Charity has preached down the ſovereignty of thi 
glorious and fearful name the Loxp ou Go (9), 
"Moſes has told us not to regard any prophet, or dreamer 
of dreams, that may ariſe to give Arminian prophe. 
cies out of his own prefumptuous heart ; or any pro- 
phet that ſeems filled with Univerſal Charity for al 
ſinners, if it damps our love in the leaſt to the ſove. 
reign Lord of beaven and earth; nor does Moſes al 
low us to quarrel with Gop's decrees in behalf 0 
rebels: Tf there ariſe among you a prophet, or a dreamtr 
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ſpirit, and fleſhly perfection is a wonder from the 
Lord of Hoſts) thou ſhalt not hearken to the words i 
that prophet, or that dreamer. of dreams ; he only wants 
us to hate Gop's "decrees; and to get us to love 
them whom Gop hateth; for the Lord your God prov 

ei you by theſe, to know whether you love the Lord you 

God with all your heart, and with all your ſoul ; which 
no man can, who hates the ſovereign decrees of hi 
Maker; therefore, that prophet, or dreamer of dream, 
ſhall be put to death, becauſe he hath ſpoken to turn you 
hearts away from the Lord your God (6). . 

Moſes was no friend to rebels; he courted the 
en of an for Gop only (c), and declared Gon 


(a) — wiv, 58. - (3) Deut. xiii. I, 2, 3, 66 
(le) Deut. vi. 5. „ i ed Ge 
: 2 F | to 
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too jealous to put up with a divided heart a. He 
bleſſed the Levitical tribe for their zeal for Gov © 
againſt idolatry, and for their diſdaining to own fa- 
ther or mother, brethren or children, when called to 
execute Gopꝰs judgments (5). Moſes was no foe to 
imputed righteouſneſs, as appears in this whole chap- 
ter (c). Moſes preached diſcriminating grace and 


| mercy freely (d), and cried up the ſovereignty of the 


Logp his Gop ſe), and was a terrible enemy to necro- 
mantic art (f) ; all which Univerſal Charity contra- 
dicts : But, by his appeal to Moſes, it plainly proves 


mat he who errs in the goſpel, has never ſeen or felt 


0c 


the power of the Jaw; if he had, he would not appeal 
to an accuſer to act as an advocate, Moſes accuſes all 


legaliſts before Gop (g); and in all his diſcourſes 


about a jubilee trumpet, he proclaums goſpel liberty 
from the ſhackles of Arminianiſm. 

Howbeit, the Gop of heaven keeps faur books, 
which Univerſal Charity ſeems to be ignorant 5 - 
Firſt, The book of life (); Secondly, The book of God's 
remembrance (i); : Thirdly, 7 he book of the law (2 
and, Fourthly, The book of an hearhen's conſcience (I); 
and e ſect of criminals ſhall be judged by thoſe things 
written in theſe books (m). He that ſins without law, 


(a) Exod. xxxiv. 14. (3) Deut. xxxiii. 9. 

(e) Deut. ix. * (4) Exod, xxxiii. 19. 

(e) Deut. xxxli, 3. - (J) Deut. xvii. 10, II, 12. 
(z) John v. 45. (50 Rev. xx. 12. 

(:) Mal. iii. 16. () Deut. xxvin. 6r. 

(/) Rom. ii. 15. A (mn) Rev. xx. 12. | 


H 3 1 call 
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foul per N twithout law (a). Conſcience mall receive 


light, and an impreſſion from the eye of juſtice, 


which ſhall compel him to do his ce (b) ; and the 
ſentence of conſcience ſhall be ſufficient to ſtop the 
ſinner's mouth, and kill him to all hope in Gop; yet 
his own ſentence ſhall live in him, and feed on n Hin 
as a ver- dying worm (c). 

He that fins in the law, ſhall be judged by the law (d); 
and as he never heard the Loxp's will in the goſpel, 
he ſhall not be /mitten with the Hripes of bitter re. 
fletion for perſecuting, deſpiſing, or neglecting the 
goſpel, he ſhall be beaten with fer firipes (e). But he 
Who hears the goſpel, and in pride boaſteth of his 
profound knowledge, ſaying, am I blind alſo ? his fin 
remaineth; and by contending for free-will and 
power, he boaſteth of ability to perform; and if he 
doth not perform his Lord's will, he is a goſpel fin- 
ner, and is ranked with hypecrites and unbelievers, and 
ſhall be damned for unbelief (/). 

When the final judgment is ſet, all thoſe book 
will be opened, and the dead will be judged according ti 
thoſe things written in the books (g/. The man who fins 
againſt his own conſcience, breaks through the lar 
of nature; he is ſubverted, and ſinneth, being condemned 
of himſelf (h/, and, by theſe acts of fin, cxpoſeth him- 


(a) Rom. ii. Is, (3) Exod, xxiv, 25, Jchn viii. 9, 
(e) Tfaiah Ixvi. 24, (4) Rom. ii. 12. | 
(e) Luke xii. 48. (f) Matt, xxii. 51, 


(gs) Dan, vii. 10 — (4) Titus ii. 11. 


; ( 103 ) 


ſelf to the puniſhment of a never-dying worm {a} ; but 


when he comes to know the law written, and finneth 


againſt that, he breaketh through Gop's bounds, 
finneth againſt the glorious diſpenſation of Gop (6), 
is convinced by the law, that he is a tranſgreſſor of it, and 


| expoſeth his ſoul to every plague and curſe y it, and 


all theſe curſes ſhall lie upon him ſc . 

But if, after all this, he hears the goſpel, 4550 be- 
lieves not, the word of life, which CHRIST ſpake, 
the ſame ſhall judge him (d); the Apoſtles are witneſſes 
againſt him {e) ;—he ſhall be judged by the book of 


| life, and at the ſpiritual court of the goſpel, becauſe 


the goſpel has been unto him @ ſavour of death anio 
death (f}. He boaſted of power to perform, but did 
not (g; he promiſed to go into CHRIST's vineyard, 
but event not (BH); he had an invitation, but begged to 
be excuſed (i); ſuch a one has broken through the 
bounds of all the laws of grace ; and as he has finned 
againſt the laws of ſovereign grace , he is puilty of 
the greateſt tranſoreſſions, becauſe he has finned againſt 
the diſpenſation of Gop's Spirit (), and therefore has 
reſſted, neglected, or done deſpite to the Spirit of 
grace (m); bis W is ſpiritual , and his 
ſtripes muſt be ma. 
(a) Tfaiah xiv. 11. Mark ix. 44» (3) 2 Cor. iii. 7. 


(e) Deut. xxix. 20, (4) John xii. 48. 
(e) Matt. xxiv. 14. (f! 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
(s) Luke xii. 47. (5) Matt. xxi. 30. 
(:) Luke xiv. 18, Ls (4) Heb. x. 29. 
(1) 2 Cor. iii. 8. (2) Heb. x. 29. 


1) Eph. vi. 14. ; 
Ve 0 vi. 14 =. It 


(a0 V 

It is a fm wnto death infants when, even atoning 
| blood will not heal him; there is no more ſacrifice for 
the ins of ſome men (a). Firſt, he obſerves the light 
of nature, by ſinning againſt his conſcience ; he alſo 
obſeures the light of the law, by trangreſſing the 
commandinent, and ſo goes 10 blackneſs, and darkneſs, 
the ſound of a trumpet, and the voice of words ; then he 
heard the goſpel, boaſted of power, but did not per- 
form; promiſed to go into the vineyard, but mock- 
ed CHRIST, and went not; had an invitation td the 
goſpel, but begged to be excuſed ; boaſted of light 
when in darkneſs of error; and as he ſaid, I ſee, his 
fin remaineth; Satan being turned into an angel of 
light, led him to do deſpite to the Spirit of grace: 

What a ſtate muſt ſuch a one be in, if the light that 
is in him be darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs (O) 
Thus he is in Zgyprian darkneſs ; ſecondly, in blackneſs 
cf darkneſs; and, even under the goſpel, his light is 
darkneſs ; the ſentence, therefore, will undoubtedly be, 
Caft ye the unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs „ there 
ſhall be wweeping and gnaſhing of teeth ; where the worm, 
or ſentence. of an accuſing , conſcience, ſhall gnaw 
him; the curſe of the law ſhall lie on him; and all 
the cutting reflections caſt on his boaſted will and 
power, for trampling on atoning blood, and doing | 
deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, ſhall ſmite ſuch an one 


deeper than either the ng worm, f the eternal 
curſe of Gov. | 


(a) Heb. x. 26, 259, (3) Matt. vi. 2%! 
| e 


s) 


g And now, Mr. Zeal- for- God, I ſhall leave you to 

„enlarge on the Saviour's words,“ He that knoweth his 
t Lord's will, and doth. it not, ſhall be beaten with. many 
bo ies.“ However, as he ehuſes to be tried at the 

e court of judicature, I have no objection; for it will 

„be done by ſpiritual men, ſuch as are able to under- 

ſtand his crime: He added, moreover, that Mr. Diſk 

cerning- of- Spirits was on his circuit, and would arrive 

as the next day, which he accordingly did, and the 

OMP oor ne res 5 ; 


$5 . 25 EY ? : 
1 e UNIVER. 


UNIVERSAL CHARITY 
TRIED and CON D E M N E D. 


H E jury being impannelled by Mr. Spiritual, 
the ſheriff, and the witneſſes ſubpœnaed and 
ſworn, a command was ſent to Mr. Election, the 
goaler, to bring Mr. Univerſal Charity, the priſoner, 
to the bar, and preſent him before my Lord Dit: 
cerning- of- Spirits, the — judge; which was ac. 
cordingly done. 
Then the jury, (Ghich confiſted of freeholders, 
men of eminent character) were called over, who 
names were as follow: Paul, the aged; John, the di- 
vine; Peter, the champion; Lake, the phyſician; 
Matthew, the evangeliſt ; Jude, the zealous 3 Mari, 
the apoſtle ; Jaial, the wonderful; Zeremiab, the las 
borious; Job, the patient; Mojes, the meek ; and 
David, the penitent, 
The names of the witneſſes were: Mr. Penetra- 
tion, Mr, Wiſe-maſter-builder, Mr. Adoption, Mr. 
Free- man, Mr. Predeſtination, Mr. Eſtabliſhed, Mr. 


Peaceable, Mr. Strong-in-the-Lord, Mr. Self-Ab- 
horrence, 


=. 


4 (10 1 
| 2 8 
horrence, Mr. Hold-out, and Mr, Reformer ;—ins 
deed there was a cloud of witneſſes (a), 54 
Then ſaid Mr. Sound-mind, the clerk, Mr. Uni- 
verſal Charity hold up your hand, Then ſaid the 
judge, thou art here indicted by the name of Univer- 
ſal Charity, for diſturbing the peace of the Celeſtial 
Y Realm, counterfeiting the Spirit of the great King, 
teaching rebellion againſt his ſovereign laws, with- 
adanding his royal decrees, alienating the affections of 
his ſubjects, invading his Royal prerogative, and 
teaching others to do the ſame. What ſayeſt thou? 
art thou guilty of this indictment, or not? | 


2 


nd Univer/al Charity, Not guilty, my Lord. 

he Jadge. Cryer, call in Mr. Penetration, Mr. Wiſe- 
en maſter- builder, 1 er W. and all the * 8 
i vitneſſes. 


Fudge, You, the witneſſes for the King look at 
the priſoner at the bar, do you know him? 

Penetration. Yes, my Lord, we know him. 

Judge. Are you ſure you know him? 

Penetration, Know him ! yes, ay Lord, I know 
the whole pedigree of him. 

Judge. Well ſaid: He ſtandeth 1280 indicded by 
the name of Univerſal Charity, for diſturbing the 
peace of the Celeſtial Realm, counterfeiting the Spi- 
rit of the Great King, teaching rebellion againſt his 
e laws, e his s royal decrees, alie- 


1. = ; (a) Heb. xii. 1. c | 
- 2 e nating 


1 


Royal prerogative, and teaching others to do thy 


bar; in features, they ſay, he! is the very picture of 


order of the ſchool, rebelled againſt the maſter, and 


nating . affections of his | ſubjects, invading ki 


ſame. What ſay you, the "Oy 8 Wel to this, 
is he guilty, or not? 

Penetration. By your Lordſhip? 8 15 1 will fir 
trace his pedigree, and then bear my. witneſs. His 
oreat-grandfather's name was MAGOR-MISSABIR, 2 
native of Miaraim; he married one Miſs P&ATE-4 
Pack; they both dwelt; at Luz, and there they hal 
a daughter, and ſhe was their only child; her name 
was SorFT-PAsSIONsS : Her parents married her to one 
Mr. BLIxD-ZE AL, a ſon of ALLtEGorICal-Hacar; 
they ſettled on the border of the wilderneſs, by Jor: 
dan, not far from the city Adam (a); and they had a 
daughter, whoſe name. was N ATURAL-AFFECTIONs; 
ſhe married one Mr. HArE-Gop, an J/hmaelite by 
birth, and by occupation an archer (b) ; he dwelt not 
far from the city Jericho. 

There they had one ſon, who i is this 3 at teh 


his Father, but in dif] poſition | much like the Mother: 
He was circumciſed by a Jewiſh Rabbi, and called 
by the name of SeLr-Lovs. They put him to 
ſchool to one Mr. Sounn-Man, but: he, broke the 


the doctrines which he taught; and ſometimes he has 
been heard to ſpeak treaſon againſt the King, ſo 
that the maſter was in danger of being brought into 


-” 2 rm -— K, 


00 Joſh. lit. 16, (5) Gen, xlix. 23. 
| | # trouble 


(019 th 


ule about him, and the pupils in danger of being 
corrupted by him ; on which accounts | he was ex- 
pelled the ſchool. 2 8 

Soon after he was — to the ſtricteſt ſect of 
the Phariſees? religion, and profeſſed himſelf a dif- 
ciple of Moſes. Being ſettled in this religion, he 
took to ſtudying architecture; and, being very fond 
of the Babel-builder's plan, he was put apprentice to 
a Babyloniſh archite&, with whom he ſoon became 
a great proficient : It is thought the foundations of 
myſtical Jericho were laid by him, and the gates ſet 
up by his direction. (% And Foſhua adjured them at 


(clas time, faying, curſed be the man before the Lord, that 


raiſeth up and buildeth the city Jericho: he ſhall lay the 
foundation thereof in his firſt-born, and in his youngeſt ſon 
ſhall he ſet up the gates it.)“ (a) He afterwards 
went and ſettled in Damaſcus, a eity e for mud 
walls, and ſun-burnt bricks: 

In this city he learnt the art of daubing with untem- 
pered mortar (b) ; and fo mixed it with hay, rate, and 
Hubble (c), but not better cemented together than the 
neſt of a magpie. However, many delighted in his 
work, becauſe it was cheap, and a quick way of 
building; and many, at the houſe- warming, ſaid, 
we ſhall die in this neft {d). But ſoon they found their 


W miſtake, for irs ſandy foundation was tried by the floods, 
and the ſuperſtructure by the wind Euroclydon ; and 


though. many boaſted that the ſum they paid for the 


„„ :, 16D (Fork ls 16. 
(c) 1 Cor. iii. 12. (ad] Job xxix. 18. 1 
1 8 build- 


+ cheap way of building, called him Charity ; and, be. 


hs Cw). 
- buildi ing was but ſmall; yet the ruins was found to he 
great (a). Some, who were very fond of him for bi 


cauſe he would build with a materials; they calle 
him Univerſal; ſo putting both together, he has been 
called by many UN1VERSAL CHArityY, but his name 
is Love-SeLF; and he anſwers that name well, fot 
every body that knows him is aſſured that he hate 
all but thoſe that love and revere him. | 
Judge. You are ſure all this is true? 
Penetration; It is true, my Lord. 


Well, ſaid the Judge, thou haſt proved bim u 
impoſtor; a rebel, and a deceiver. G call forth p 
Mr. WIsE-MASTER-BZuIIDE R. p. 

Judge. Do you know the priſoner at the bar ? ha 

| Wiſe. Yes, my Lord. I know not his nativity," 
but I know the man, and have- ſuffered much by 
him; for many, who were juſt and liberal men, have f 
employed me to build for them, and I have digg: Ml © 
deep for a good foundation, and have built on the Rock, b 
agreeable to the ancient lars and model, and picked i * 
out choſen materials, fit for the building: But this 

man has back - bitten me to them who employed ine, Ml 
and told them, there was no call to dig ſo deep: 
and as to materials, they might be got nigher home; i 
and, though it was built on a rock, yet he faid that WW © 
rock had failed many, and it was no ſafer foundation i * 

t 


than the ſand; — and if the people would not liſten to 


ano -4 ; 


FRY (a) Luke vi. 49. 
| him, 


( 
ohe him, he has, in the dark, tried to peck away the - 
 bigfWfoundation, and take away ſome of my materials, 
be and thruſt in others, ſuch as clay, which was fit for 
led nothing, but to make a weſſel to diſhonour (a) ;—and 
een this is true, my Lord. 
me Then faid the Judge, x man's houſe is his caſtle jJ— 
for and if the foundations be defiroyed, what can the righteous - 
ta. Thou, the King's witneſs, haſt proved him an 
 Whouſe-breaker. As foon as Mr. Wist-MASTER= 
BUILDER had given in his evidence, there came the 
chariot of Love to the door, with a lady and her 
daughter in it. There was a great buſtle and whif- 


eh pcring in the court; and ſome faid, it is Hepnzi- 

zaH (b), the Queen (c), and a daughter of Zion 

with her. So the lighted, and came into the court, 
„in all her Royal attire—many bowed and wondered 
by WY *t her appearance; but ſhe ſent word to the Judge, 
ve Wl the was come to appear in perſon againſt the pri- 
21 foner at the bar. Many rejoiced at that, for he had 
but very few friends in the court, except * CAR- 
d WY x4t-REASoN and Mr. Lorry. | 


So the Judge aſked her Majeſty if ſhe knew the pri- 
ſoner at the, bar ; ſhe anſwered yes, and have ſuffered 
much by him. He once appeared, ſaid the Queen, 
in the chapel-royal, to do duty in the abſence of our 
chaplain; I did not much hke his diſcourſe, but, as 
he was an aged eccleſiaſtic, I ſaid nothing againſt ut, 
till he came to dine at the palace, then I lpaks freely 


(a) ls; IX. 21. (3) Ifatah Iz, 4. 
(c) Ifatah xlix. 23. 


1 5 


to him of the love of my King; telling him alſo 4 
my baſe original, and mean parentage ; of the loy 
and condeſcenſion of my Lord the King. I told hin 
a ſweet" expreſſion of my Lord's, which he ſpake 


when he firſt wooed me, namely, that many daughtenifi 


nal dne virtubiſiy, but J excelled them all (a). 
- +» Further, I told him how I had at firſt doubted d 
my King's diſcriminating love, and the ſweet pro 
miſe I met with from his precious lips, which to thi 
day ſtands on record in our marriage covenant: 
'« T evill betroth thee to me for ever; yea, I will betrat 
thee unto me in righteouſueſs, and in judgment, and in lov. 
ing-kindneſs, and in mercies. I will even betroth thee unh 
me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know the King (b) ;” ant 
that other ſweet word“ I hate putting ata. 
Moſes, ſaid he, allowed of divorce; becauſe of hart 
hearts ; but I allow of none, nor was it ſo from the bi 
-giming, nor ever ſhall be by this covenant. 4 
1 alſo told him how my King's Father Spee of 
the match, and made it between us (c). I ſhewel 
him my Crown Royal (d), my imputed robe, or wedding 
gurment (e); my flomacher (F) and girdle (g), my rin 
alſo (bh) ; my Shoes (i), my ear. bobs (kt), my bract- 
tets (D, my / ben (m), and all 1 . 0 an 


* @ Prov, xxxi. 29. | wh Hoſ. ii. 19, 20. 
. xzii .. (̃. bp ofa eviii. 4. 
(e) Matt. xxii. 11. 5 (7) Eph: vi. 14. 

(e) Iſaiah v. 29. (ö) Luke xv. 22. 
() Eph. vi. 15. () Ezek. xvi. 12. 


(/) Ezek. xvi. 11. f : (*) Hag gat 55. 23. 
(2) Iſaiah Ixi. 10. . 
= talked 


Þ 2 © >» 
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o- 


hi 


( 11 N ) | 
talked very much to bim of my King's kindneſs and 
love; at which his countenance fell, his jaw quiyeredg 
and his knees ſhook with malice —Burſting out into 
a rage, he told me, my King loved concubines, harlots, | 
ſervants, and rebels, as well as I; and as for my wed- 


ding robe, it was imputed nonſenſe all my attire 


might be taken from me, and my ſhoes too; and 
as for my ring, jewels, bracelets, and trinkets, I 


b. be ſtripped of them all; receive a final di- 


vorce, and be ſhut up in eternal baniſhment.— And 
the words which my huſband the King has ſaid againſt 
fuch harlots as this priſoner contended for, he per- 
yerted, and turned againſt me, in the heat of paſ- 
ſion.— Tell me no more, ſaid he, of your huſband's 
love ;—I have known him divorce many, after he 
has cloathed and zwedded them; yea, and firip them 
wo; inſomuch, that, inſtead of a ſeweet /mell,. there 
was a flint; and inſtead of the girdle of truth, a rent; 
and inſtead of all ſct hair, baldueſs ; and inſtead of a 
lomacher, a girging of ſackcloth ; and burning, inflead of 
beauty (a) :— Mea, he told me, in plain words, I 
might loſe all my. dignity, perf ov ee e 
damned after all. 4 

I told him the mak fun my W 8 
to redeem me out of debt; and that he died for my 
a, in order to bring about this glorious match.— 
To which he anſwered, there were many in hell ſor 
whom he died, and many in hell Thee, 20 had 
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1 tredaed? and that my marriage covenant, and my 


King's diſcriminating love, were nothing but a fort. 
De decree— And further, that Jezebet the witch, and 
Babylon the harlot, were as dear to the King as E; and 
then went off with his fallen countenance. 
When he was gone, I found ſuch fear, darkneh, 
trouble, and anguiſh, as is inexpreſfible ;— doubt. 
ed of the faithfulneſs and love of my Lord the King, 
and faggered in my confidence of his conftancy ; for! 
knew if he made my marriage void, he would break 
through two covenants ; appear falfe to me, and 1 
deceiver; and if he divorced me, and married ano- 
ther, he would commit adultery; —if he loved all u 
well as me, he was no huſband at all in heart; and 
if he married more than one, he would be a Pohga. 
mit. But ſurely there is no unrighteoufnefs in my King ; 
No, far be it from hint that he ſhould do iniquity, or git 
me room to enter imo judgment with him (a). How: 
ever, my thoughts were hard of him ; my fpirit roſe 
againſt him; and jealouſy, more eruel than the grave, 
poſſefſed my foul + Finding this eruel fuſpicion of my 
Lord's love to my ſoul, -I could not help ſhewing it; 
IT acted, in effect, as ry _ in cow 1 ane 
che King's drr! conſt 21h 
My King ſeeing cb took nelle n notice _ me; 
frowned on me, and ſeldom ſpake to me; which i. 
ther appeared to confirm the priſoner's words, and 


added much to my grief; eſpeciuthy- the 1 of 


(a Job xxxiv. 10. 2 BN 1” 
5 4 ſuch 


— 
＋ 
—_— 


ff.. ęñꝗ . ⁊ ens eee. oem io tt 


— 


(tis) 


ſüch everaRing ſhame, which would attend one of 
my rank, when degraded, divorced; and baniſhed ; 
together with the reflection of all thoſe ſweet hours 


which I have enjoyed with my Lord the King; and 


of another woman appearing for ever in his pre- 
fence, and in my place and dignity.— Oh, ſaid I, if 
this could be the caſe, my fleeting days would drag 


| heavily on; my life hang in doubt befort me, and my 
foul would be racked with perpetual ſuſpence ; and, 
even in eternal baniſhment, I ſhould curſe and blaf- 


pheme the greateſt name, the faireſt perſonage, the 


ſweeteſt, and tendereſt companion, that ever the hea- 


dens revealed, or a created ſpirit enjoyed. | 
Being thus in the injured lovers? hell, er at heart 


of love, yet racked with cruel jealouſy, I aroſe, put 


off my ſackcloth, and, in the words of one deſperate, 
faid, I will go in, and ſand before the King, and if I pe- 
riſh, T periſh. As ſoon as I ſaw him on the throne, 
he ſaid, with a ſweet ſmile, what is thy petition, and 
what is thy requeſt ? aſk, and it ſhall be given thee, even 
10 the whole of my kingdom (a). That ſoft word brake 
all my bones (b) -I ſwooned and dropped;;—but he 
ſaid, ariſe my fair one, and come away {c) ; but I an- 
ſwered, heal the bones tobich thou haſt broken (d). He 
anſwered, bleſſed is ſhe that believed, I will perform what 


T have told her (e) : why book you ſo ſadly to-day (F) ? 
Have I not given Egypt for thy ranſom, as well as myſelf : 


(a) Luke xii. 32. ) Prov. xxv. 15. 
(e) Cant. ii. 10. % Pfalm vi. 2. 
(e) Luke i. 45. (F) Gen, 40. 7 
| I 2 | Tra, | 
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Ya, Ethiopia, Sheba, and Seba for thes ; , 1 thoy 


haſt been precious in my fight, and I have loved thee (a); 
and though I have threeſcore Queens and fourſcore concu- Ml © 
bines, and virgins without number, yet my undefiled is but Ml © 
one; ſhe is the choice, or choſen one of her heavenly 
_ mother (0). 
_ ,* Theſe words n e me; 1 3 Þ went to Ml” 
him, and he held out the ſceptre, and again aſked h 
hat I requeſted ; I touched it, and ſaid, thy verlag. 
ing ſelf, I beg to be given me at my petition, and to J 
ws thee as a portion to all my daughters when I die, 
at my requeſt (e). He ſaid, it is due; Twill bleſs him th 
" —  Bleſſeth thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee (d). He 
| then aſked, who had been making the heart of his l 
dove Jad, whom he had not made fad. The Queen 
ſaid, the enemy is this witked UNIVERSAL CHARITY; 1 
ſurely, if he had brought me to blaſpheme my Lord W 
the King” Ss name, he ad Never have contervailed 7 7 
King's damage. l 
TI permit ſuch to try hy 4 10 the me 8 bt x 
Juſtice ſhall take hold of bim, and thou ſhalt. appear 2 
witneſs for me againſt him. No weapon that is formed Ml. 
againſt thee ſrall proſper, aud every tongue that ſhall riſ il 
againſt thee in judgment, thou ſhalt condemu; Ibis is thy th 
| heritage, and thy righueouſurſs is of me, ſaith the King (2). r 
When the priſoner heard this, he put a bribe into / 
the hand. of - Carnal Reaſon, his cquyſclior, to plead l : 


(a) Iſaiah xIhi. 0 Cant, » 8 

(e) Eſther v. %% lla) Numb, ix. 9. 

(e) Ifaiah liv. 17 — | a ltd £545 
os TW” for 


for 


„„ 
for 1 but Reaſon whiſperingly replied, ſhe is of 


the ſeed royal, and thou ſhalt ſurely fall . ber (a) ; 
and Conſcience 2 WE tame. 7... 


Then ſaid the Judge to the Queen: : 

Judge. His offence is ſuch a complication of /þiri- 
fual crimes, committed againſt your Aajefly, as never 
have been brought into any court before. 

Recs J have uttered nothing but the trath my 
Lord. 

Judge. None 1 your Majeſty's 0 bm (9. 
80 ber Majeſty withdrew ; and the virgin, the daughter. 
of Zion, who came with her, deſpiſed him, ſhook her 
head at him, and laughed him to ſcorn (c). 

Clerk. Cryer, tell Mr. F REE-MAN to ſtand forth, 
and give in his evidenge, _ | 

Judge, Mr. FREE-uxAx, the King S 3 Fa 
you know the priſoner at the bar ?—Yes, my Lord, 
I know him ; his name is Love. Self, alias Univer 
$4L CHARITY. 

Judge. What do you know and 117 8 

| Free-man, Many things, my Lord. I was once 
in company with him, and I was ſpeaking to him of 
the amazing grace of our ſovereign Lord the King, 
and telling him, what a dreadful debt I had former - 
ly contracted: with his Majeſty, and my inability to 
pay one mite (d). I alſo told him of an aweful act 
of rebellion, which * had been guilty of in my giddy 


(a) Eſther vi. 13. © Iſaiah 1xiii. 8. | 
(e) Thaiah Xxvii. 22. (4) Luke v. 22. p 
I 22k on; 


ns) 
youth (a), and of my long impriſonment for it (0). 
1 told him alſo, of my being brought in chains to 


the court; and of the juſt ſentence that was paſſed on 


me for my abominable crimes, being found guilty (c); 
and alfo how I was put into the dungeon, or pit of 
the goal, where the law allowed none, under ſentence 
of death, ſo much as a draught of water (d). I alſo 
told him, I had petitioned his Majeſty, with many 
tears, to be propitious to me ; but I had little hope 
of ſucceeding ; for I knew Juſtice, with his flaming 
ſword, kept the key, and ſtood porter at the priſon 
door. Having lain long in this dreadful dungeon, 
without a goal-allowance ; ſinking perpetually in the 
mire; ſticking faſt, and. cruſhed with the intolera. 
ble ſentence of eternal death, I put up another groan- 
ing petition—O bring my faul out of priſon, that. I may 
praiſe thy name !—O let me not fink, nor let the pit 
Shut her mouth upon me (e)] Can the ' dead praiſe 
thee (! Can thoſe who go down into ſilence hope for 
thy truth ? I could put up theſe petitions better in the 
dark dungeon, than in the light, becauſe I dared not 
look up (g); though I longed, to turn my face to- 
wards his holy temple (kh); and, though out of the 
belly of hell I cried, yet my prayer entered his 
ears (i), and my gracious ſovereign came to this 


F © Fx 8 | | | f 8 
(a) Prov. xvii. 11. - (5) Pſalm lxxxviii. 8. 


(e Lam. iii. 65, (4) Zech. ix. 11. 
(e) Pſalm leis. 14, 15. 5 72 Pſalm lIxxxviii, 10. 


(g) Luke xvii. 12. ( Jonah i. 4. 
( Jonah ii. 7. ; 1 
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( 19 ) 


Lon's den, and eried with a loud voice, thy. Gods is able 
ij deliver thee. 6 
This word reached my very ee hs 2 8 
priſon, and came to the door of the dungeon (a), © 
and put his finger in by the hole of the door (b), and 
wrote ſomething on my ſpirit (c; my ſoul melted - 
like wax before the flame, under the impreſſion; and 
] received it ſo deep, it was as if it had been done. 


| c2:1h an iron pen and lead, in the rock for ever d); and 


ſoon a light ſhined into the priſon (e): I ran to it, in 
order to read the writing, and it was written thus 
Having nothing to pay, 1 frankly forgive thee all (F) 
] have blotted out thy debt as a cloud, and will re- 
member it no more for ever (: And at the bottom of 
the receipt there was the name of my CREDITOR, 
and the name of his RESIDENCE ; and, as I could 
not well underſtand it, I heard a voice, ſaying, I 
have wrote on him the name of my Gop, and the 
name of the city of my Gop (b). The name of my 
creditor was Love (D, and the name of the * 
RicnTEousNEss and PEACE GH. | $4 
Although this yielded me much comfort, yet 75. 
zice the porter, ſtandi the door with his * 
ſword, made me mix my i with craving we: 2 


(a) Job xxxvili. 17. a (3) Cant. v. Py 
| (c) Jer. xxxi. 33. | (d] Job xix. 23, 1 
(e) Luke i. 79. | t Luke vii. 42. 
(8) Ifaiah xliv. 22, . () Rev. iii. 13. 
(% John i. 8. LE (A) Heb. vii. 2 bl 
(1) Pfalm ii. 12. * Bs 
„ F I ſhould 


8 no 5 


1 fnould paſs bim, or bis by hit, I knew not; but 
this fear was removed, for the King came to the door 
 Biniſelf, and ſaid, I proctaim deliveratice to the captive, 
and the opening of the priſon doors 10 them that are bound, 
for this is the arceprable year (or Jubilee) of the Lord (aj. 
The porter tutned the key, and the lock flew back 
with ſuch violence; that the foundations of the pri- 
ori th66k ; and many in the thferndl regions were 
dlafmed, and armed themſelves with” indignation 
Khowing the priſoner was gone. 

When I came up out of the horrible pit, 26 had 
Juſt paſſed through the door-way, how was my foul 
futprized ! ! Juſtice, the porter, had put his word into 
its ſrabbard; the flame that waved on it was quench: 
ed (Y); his terrible brow ſweetly ſmiled on me; and, 
4 1 held the King by his tobes, Juſtice ſaid to him, 
by the Blood of thy covenant 1 have fent forth the pri 
fontr but of the pit, wherein was n water (c); and the 
the porter looked at me, and, ſmiling, ſaid, T an 
faithful and juft tb forgive thee thy fen, and to cleanſ 
thee from all unrighteouſneſs (d). I had let go the ſkin 
of my king's robe; the porter took notice of it, and, 
pointing with his finger do the King, ſaidÞturn to th 
Aug hola, ye prifener of thpe Ce); for I was not as ya 

out of the pri/on, though out of the horrible pit. 80 
the porter paſſed along the valley of Death's ſhadow, 
before the King, to open the onter door; and I go 


i. a end: ah Aw. © oo: a = -+- 


(a) Luke iv. 18, 19. (3) Gen, 1 Th 24. Zech. xiii, 7. 
(c) Zech. ix. 11, 4% 9 1 John i. N. 
0 Zech. ix, 12. Nahum i. 7. 
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E ) 
-# hold of the King's ſkitt (z). Then faid the 
King, I am the good ſhepherd, I know my ſheep, and am 
ben of mine. My ſheep hear my voice, and ta me the 
orter openeth (b) : 1 call my ſheep by name, and lead tbem 
ot (c). Then faid the King to me, I have revoked 
thy ſentence ; thou art paſſed from the ſentence of 
death, to life, and fall never more come into condemna- 
tim (d). I give my ſheep everlaſiing life, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them a ee | 
he that believeth hath everlaſting life (e). 
Then ſaid I, but am I exempt from impriſonment 
fir eder? To which he anſwered, the Son hath made 
o free, and you are free indeed (f); and, as a proof of 
b. it, I give this white fone (g); and that which is 
written on it is, JUSTIFIED FREELY BY GrAct, 
This I give thee as a witneſs, and it muſt be ſet up 
in thy cinſcience (); and on this ſpot of ground thou 
muſt ſet up a witneſs for me, that I may hereaftet 
remind thee of thy preſent love to me. If ever 
thou ſhouldeſt get cold, I ſhall tell thee to come to 
this Bethel, where thou anointedſt the pillar; « I like: 
wiſe, (as a proof that thou haſt overcome me by faith 
and prayer, and taken my kingdom by force) give 
thee a new name, which none know, but them that 
receive it (i); it is the name of Tſrael (4): Jucbb ob- 


(a) Zech. viii. 23. | (3) John x. 3. 


(c) John x. 3. | (4). John v. 4. 
e John Bs. V John viii. 36. 
8 Rev: li. 1 *s (5) 1 John v. 0. 

( Rev. R. 15. 0) Gen: xxxii. 28. 
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tained it, by prevailing with Gop and Man (a), and 
I give it to every overcomer (b), as an everlaſting name, 
never to be cut off (c). | 

Having mentioned theſe things to the priſoner, my 
Lord, he told me I might fall from this free grace 
and favour of my King; and further, that I might 
be taken again by the porter; feel the dreadful 
ſword, which I thought to have been ſheathed ; be 
cut aſunder with it as an unprofitable ſeryant, and be 
impriſoned again till I could pay the uttermoſt mite. 
I credited this falſe report, and fancied I ſaw the 
porter purſuing me with his drawn ſword, and rigo- 
rous brow, as before; {laviſh fear took hold of me, 
and I was entangled in the yoke of bondage (4). 

Many witneſſes, who told me I was a freeman for 
ever, I withſtood, and called their teſtimony an idle 
Lale (e); and ſaid, in my haſte, all men are liars; and 
I told the King that his promiſe failed, and that he 
had forgotten to be gracious. | Thus Mr. Univerſal 
Charity ſet up my infirmities as a ſtandard of truth ; 
and by the force of his arguments I was overcome, 
and by-him brought unjuſtly into bondage, or falſe 
impriſonment ; where I lay, till my King ſent a re- 
prieve the ſecond time; and told me Univerſal Cha- 
rity had taught rebellion againſt him f), and ſpoken 
lies in his name (g), and a falſe viſion out of his own 


1 (a) Pac xxxii. 1 f © Rev. 1 i. 15. | 
() Iſaiah lvi. 5. (d) Peter ii. 19. 
(e) Luke xxiv. 11. 0 Jer, xxviii, 16. 


G) Jer. xiv, 14. | 3 
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( 123) 
heart; and that he ran of his own head, but J ſent 
him not; and this is what I know of him, my Lord. 

Then ſaid the Judge, You are ſure. this is all 
true? 

Free. man. Yes, my Lord, I ſhall have cauſe e ever 
to remember it to my ſorrow ; it is truth, and nothing 
elſe but the truth, my Lord. and I have no more 
to ſay. 

Fudge. Tell Mr. Ae the King's vine 
to ſtand forth, and give his evidence againſt the Pri- 
ſoner at the bar. 

Then ſaid the Judge, Mr. A bopriox, the King 3 
witneſs againſt the priſoner at the bar, do you Eh 
him? "8 

Adoption. Yes, my "Pk 

Fudge, What is his name? 

Adoption. His name is Lovz-SEL F, but ſome call 
call him UnNivERSAL CHARITY 3 3 however, I _— 
him well. | 

Judge. Vaw: have na his indietment; is he 
guilty or not? 

Adoption. It appears neceſſary to . your 
Lordſhip the way in which I firſt became acquainted 
with him, that my evidence may appear the more 
plain and forcible. My firſt Father was heir to a 
vaſt eſtate that was given him by divine donation. 
Honour was laid upon him (a), and excellent Ma- 
jelty given him ; but he was to hold his eſtate and 


| ) Palm xlix. 12. 
dignity 


( 124 ) 
_ dignity upon certain conditions of honefly ſa). He 
being led away by his Wiſe, who had been deceived 
by an old oxtlazed Dragon, who had rebelled again 
his Sovereign, and loſt his or habitation ; this evil 
one led my father through the bounds of honeſty, and 
brought him to rob the garden, and teal the fruit o 
his bountiful benefactor. This he did to his coſt, 
and found the words of wiſdom true, that as he dig. 
ged a pit, he fell into it; and as he followed the 
ſerpent through the hedge, the ſerpent bit bim (b). 
My father not continuing in honour, became like 
the ſerpent that bit him ; and-all his children are by 
fin à generation of ſerpents, However, he loſt his ho- 
nour, his eſtate, and, what is ſtill worſe, the favour 
of his moſt bountiful benefactor; was expelled the 
preſence of his Sovereign, and fell under his juſt dif. 
pleaſure and heavy ſentence (c); baniſhed from the 
garden, and left to wander in a ſolitary way, I, my 
Lord, being one of this thief's children, wandered 
near thirty years in a waſte howling wilderneſs, and 
found no city of habitation; but at laſt I was informed 
by a voice from one, whom no eye ever ſaw, that 
the Son and Heir of my Father's, Lord, and So- 
vereign was appointed to difpenſe life and favour, in 
his Father's name, to ſome of the family of my poor 
diſhoneſt parents; and I was determined to make my 


caſe known unto him by a petition, let come on me 


(a) Gen. ii. 17. (3) Eceleſ. x, 8. 
(c) Rom. v. 18, . | 


what 


Wor 1 1 * reer 


6 
what would. So I coyered my face in token of guiit, 
He roſe up from my dunghill in haſte, and let my e 
ved zr made known unto him. 

11 I got his ear; he ſtood ſtill, liſtencd to my voice, 
nd aſked what he ſhould do for me. I told my caſe 
10 to SY and begged to be mad one of his hired ſer- 
Y He ſmiled ſweetly on me, and ſaid, Zhou were 
ft, 1 5 art found; 1 came into this wilderneſs to feek 
8d 70 ſave that which was loft. Thou haſt found grace 
be in my fight; I know thee by name; I am come to 

WW take the prey from the mighty, and to deliver the 
0 lawful captives; thou art a ſon by thy faith, an heir 
of my Father, and a joint heir with me : Believe the 
| truth, my word is truth; heaven and earth ſhall paſs, 
before my word fail. Thy inheritance is for ever; 
and as a pledge, to afſure thee thereof, take this kid 
and make merry with thy friends, and feed it Tee 
the ſhepherds tents. 

Seeing him going to depart, I ſaid let me go with 
thee, left I loſe my way in this wilderneſs, He an- 
ſwered me, and ſaid, thou canft not follow me nc. 
But I ſaid, O Lord, take me, leſt ſome evil beaſt de- 
your me. And he ſaid, I have made with thee a coue- 
aant of peace, and I will cauſe the evil beaſts to ceaſe 
out of the land, and thou ſhalt dwell ſafely in this 
wilderneſs, and fleep in the woods (a). I cried out 
again, O let me follow thee, why ſhould I turn afide 
from the footſteps of thy companions (%? But he 


(a) Ezek. xxxiv. 25. (5) Song i. 7. 
| _ anſwered, 


anſwered, go thy way forth by the footſteps of th; 
flock, and feed thy kid befide the ſhepherds' tents (aj; 
there, ſaid he, I cauſe my flocks to reſt at noon: 
there is goat's milk enough for the kid (5%, and ſtrong 
meat for thee, and wine too for Ron WEE + are of a 
gs heart. ” 

As ſoon as. the graticus Lord had left me, then 
came a man by me, with his hair oiled, and parted 
on the crown, with a dejected countenance, and 
words ſmoother than oil; I rotd him of the kind 
providence I had met with, the muſic I had heard, 
and ſhewed him the kid I had received; and farthe, 
I enquired for the ſhepherds? tents to feed it at. He 
ſeemed to fret inwardly about the kid and myfic, all the 
reft he underſtood, but a kid he had never received, 
nor had been ſo indulged as to make merry with hi 
friends (c); he told me alſo, that there was one ſhep- 
herd, who was an infallible feeder, and he had other 
under him ; but all befide him, and his, ran before 
they were fent. 80 I followed him, thinking ita 
kind providence to meet with-ſuch a director, not 
confidering what he was; but when J came to the 
tent, and ſtood a minute at the door, I heard one 
man ſay to another, Mr. Hypocriſy, with his Naz 

ritiſh head and fair ſpeeches, has beguiled the heart 
of that green countryman : He is gone aſter this hat- 
lot as an or to the ſlaughter, or as a fool to the correfiim 
of the flocks 5 and there he will ſtay till 'a dart ſtrike 


(a) Song i. 8. (8) Prov, xxvii. 27 
(e) Luke xv, 29. | | 
| | | through 


cm) 


through bis liver (a); and then perhaps he may eſeape 
ns a bird from the hand of this fouuler (b). 

Theſe words made me all eyes and ears; ſo when 
the old ſhepherd appeared, I ſhewed him my kid: 
He looked very grim at it; I told him I was come 
to water and feed it at his tent. He ſaid it was one 
of lan kind. As I ſtood by the window, and looked 
through, I ſaw the river of life glide by as clear as 
cryſtal, and likewife the fill waters of comfort. The 
river being at ſome diſtance from the tent, he ſent one 
of his ſervants to the river to fetch water ; and I ſaw 
him put on a pair of ſhoes, made by one Mr. Tradi- 
tions ; and he jumped into the river, and fouled the 
water with his feet, and then gave it to the kid, thick 
and muddy as it was; and as for the green paſture, 
he trampled upon it, before he carefie kid any. 
Then came to my mind this patfage : „ Seemeth it 
a ſmall thing unto you, to have eaten up the good 
paſture, but you muſt tread down with your feet the 
refidue of your paſtures? and to have drank of the 
deep waters, but you muft foul the legends with your 
feet (c).“ 

All this I obferved, Foy treaſured it up in my 
heart; and to try him farther, I aſked if my Lord's 
keys were committed to his care ? and he ſaid yes, 
to my care. Then I afked if he had got the key of 
the larder and vine cellar ; he anſwered yes, and of 
every = elle 1 aſked him to Ove. me. a little 


(a) Prov. vii. 3. 65 Prov. . 
6c) Ezek. xxxiv, 18. 


wine 


(128) 


wine that was erong (a), ſome well refined, wines on it 
tees well refined; ſuch as my bountiful Lord allowed; 
I begged it might be old, for I told him I had 90 
defire of new, I thought the old was better (b),.. 
This pert talk of mine did not ſeem to pleaſe the 
hypocritical hoſt very well ; however, he went to the 
cellar, but I N he bad loſt the key of know. 
Edge (c), ſo he could not enter in himſelf; and I that 
was going, he hindered for a time (4) ; however, he 
brought me up a little drop of mixture and gave me, 
but not ſufficient to make me forget my poyerty, nor 
my miſery (e). Then came this paſſage to my mind 
with power—* Thy wine is mixed with water (f).” 

I aſked him if he had any proviſions, ſuch as the 
ſcriptures called good; things full of marrow and fat 
neſs, He ſaid yes; but, when it came to table, i 
was nothing but huts, ſuch as he fed the ſwine 
with (g). I fain would have filled my belly with 
it, but could not. O, ſaid I, Boro many bired ſervant; 
hath my Father, who have bread encugh, and to ſpare, but 
I periſh with ey? my keanueſs, my leamefs, . Luo 
. 
| This poor way of Jving brought many diforden 
on me, and I loathed the light food of this houſe. 
Beſide, all my food here muſt be paid for; 3 1 muſt ei- 
ther pay it in 60, or in labour; that 1 is, I muſt 0 


(a) Prov. XXX}, 6. | : (3) Luvs k 39. 
() Luke xi. 3. tic bi. * 
(e) Prov. xxxi. 7» : We”, Thai i, 22. 
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form certain conditions ; there was nothing to be had 
without money, nor without price (a). So I took my 
final leave of him, finding him an unfaithful ſtew- 
ard (b), or rather a ta/t-maſier. Experiencing a ſe- 
vere hungering and thirſting after KRighreonſneſs, I went 
with my complaints to my moſt gracious Lord the 
King, and he told me he would not ſuffer the ſouls 
of the righteous to famiſh, I told him I could not 
feed at the tent. He told me they had made the 
commandment of Gop of none effect by their tradi- 
tions ; and, farther, he told me to beware of the doc- 
trines of the Phariſees, which are hypocriſy. From that 
time I ſaw through this Hoſt effectually; and I think 
he ated worſe with my Maſter's keys, than Judas 
did with his bag ; for, though Judas was a thief, and 


| bore the greateſt part for himſelt that was put therein, 


yet he only, by his covetouſneſs, pinched the belly 
of the diſciples, but this Univerſal Charity, by his 
hypocriſy, wanted to ſtarve both ſoul and body together. 
And thus, my Lord Judge, I have declared all I 
know, and nothing but the truth. 

Then ſaid the Judge, you are ſure you 155 him 
foul the waters, and mix, or adulterate the wine ?— 


Les, my Lord; and, moreover, my ſovereign Lord 


and King told me it was mixed ; and I am too good 
a judge of that ſort of wer to be deceived, my 
Lord. 

Judge. Cryer, tell Mr. Predeflination to ſtand 


(a) Ifaiah lv. 1. (6) Luke xvi. 1. 
K forth; 


(ou } 


forth, and give in his evidence againſt the prifonc 
at the bar. 

Judge. Mr. Predeſtination, the King's wienehs, 0 
you know the priſoner at the bar ? 

Pre. Yes, my Lord. 

Fudge. You have heard his indictment; what 

fay you, is he Saler of the things charged * 
him, or not? 

Pre. I ſhall give your Lordſhip my Kerbel of 
him, and how I became acquainted with him firſt, 
and afterwards my evidence, and hope your Lord- 
fhip will hear me patiently, ——Be it known, there- 
fore to your Lordſhip, that my anceſtors were peo- 
ple belonging to the ſeas, and had been for many 
years. They were natives of Paradiſe, a land not 
far from Meſopotamta ; the firſt trading voyage they 
made, was from the Cape of Good-hope to the city of 
Deftruftion, in the land of Shinar ; but they met with 
a contrary wind, and were caſt away, not far from 
the Fair-havens (a). Many of the family on board 
were irrecoverably loft (6) ; and I found the waters 
to overflow me, inſomuch, that all hope of ever being 
feved was emirely taken away. But a kind Providence 
put it ſuddenly into my mind to try to ſwim ; I then 
Jpread forth my hands, and found I could fevim, tho' | 
had never learnt (c); and ſoon I got my head above 
water, and drew near to the land, where I eſpied a 
very lofty mountain, or hill, it is called the ancient 


(a) Ad xvii. 8, ) 2 Cor. ir. 3. 
(c) Iſaiah XXV. II. | 
movi- 
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1 
metinutaia 3 upon the top of it I thought I ſaw a rock 
over-hang it: I looked at it, and perceived there 
were private fairs to aſcend by (a). So I got one 
foot on the firſt, and ſtood awhile to look about me z 
and on the left hand I ſaw fome hundreds of our fa- 
mily ſtanding, partly in the water, and partly out, 
in a moſt forlorn condition ; they had no covering, 
but a kind of net (6), and an old vail on their 
faces (c): They appeared to ſtand in a ſort of chaos, 
part earth, and part water ; and, above all the reſt, 
ſtood Univerſal Charity, the priſoner at the bar, with 
a fleece of ſheep's wool upon his back; he faw me 
ſtand on the crag of the rock ſd), and beckoned to me 
to come to him, which cauſed me to halt betepeen t- 
epinions ; and, indeed, my mind was as badly toſſed 
as my body had been on the turbulent billows I had 
Juſt eſcaped. | | 

I ſtood for ſome time in jeopardy, not knowing 
which courſe to take—if I fell back, I ſhould fink 
in the deep—if I turned to the left hand, I expected 
to ſtick in the mire—and if I went forward, I had 
this apparently inſurmountable hill to climb ;—and, 
finding my foot that bad hold of the ſtair wax 
weak, and that knee to ſtagger, I heard a voice, 
ſaying, How long halt ye between tees opinions Baal 
be God, follow him, but if the Lord, follow kim (ce). I 


(a) Song ii. 14. % Tfaiahlix. 6. 
(c) 2 Cor. iii. 14. (4) Job xxxix. 28. 
(e) 1 Kings xviii. 21, | 
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booked up, to ſee if I could diſcover the perſon from 
whom the voice came ; and, on the top of the moun- 
tain, I ſaw a beautiful man, with a cord in his hand; 
and he let it down to me, ſaying, I have drawn thes 
with the cords of love, as with the bands of a man fa). 
I ſaw it, but could not take hold of it; nor could ! 
keep my eyes from looking at thoſe who ſtuck in the 
mire! and, amoneſt all the reſt, J ſaw my wife and 
poor children : Tcried, up, up, get you out of that place; 

but T ſeemed as a, mocker Io them (b) : Then 1 Pointed 
to the cord, but they could not fee it. 

My caſe appeared now quite deſperate ; my knees 
were terak through faſling, and on my eye-lids ſat the ſhu- 

dow of death (c). Preſently I heard a voice, ſayin, 
come up hither (d); but T was fo feeble and fore broker, 
that I could not ſpeak. It came to me the ſecond time, 
ſaying, on this mountain will I make for you a feaſt of fat 
things (e). 1 looked on the right hand, and on the 
left, to ſee if I could mend my foot-hold, without af: 
cending the hill ; but there came another voice to me, 
ſaying, make thy calling and election ſure, for by doing 
this thou ſhalt never fall (F). EF fill looked about for 
ſome firm. foundation to ftand on, but could find 
none; at laſt there came another voice to me, ſaying, 
his foundation is in his holy mountain (g), and ſee that 
thou refuſe not him that ſpeaketh (H). 


(a) Hoſ. xi. 4. (3) Gen. xix.. 14. 
(e) Job xvi. 16, (d) Rev. ii. 9. : 
(e) Ifaiah xxv. 6. (f) 2 Peter i. 10. 
(gs). Pfalm Ixxxvii. r. () Heb. xii. 25. 
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1 took hold of the cord, and travelled up with 
much reluctance, and heavineſs of heart, often giv- 
ing a look, with a longing eye, on my wife and fa- 
mily, and others who ſeemed to tick faſt in the miry 
clay—yea, I fretted, kicked againſt the mountain, 
rebelled againſt the founder of it, and bedewed with 
many tears every ſtep I took ; but, neither rebellion 
againſt it, nor tears dropped on it, would in the leaft 
ſoften it, or make any impreſſion on it ; for the whole 
was a mountain of ſolid braſs (a), and the founder is of 
one mind, and none can turu him (b). 
I had not got above three ſteps up the ſtairs, when 
a man caught hold of my {kirt, and pulled me vio- 
lently, as if he wanted to pull me down; it was this 
Univerſal Charity, and he held fo faſt by my ſkirt, 
that I could not ſhake him off—weak and feeble as I 
was, I was forced to drag him up near the top of 
this lofty hill, which filled me with ſuch rebellion 
againſt the King, as I am aſhamed to mention. 1 
often looked back, and at times wept, till my bow- 
els yearned within me. Then I heard a dreadful 
voice ſounding in my ears, ſaying, he that loveth Fu- 
ther, or Mother, ar Wife, or Children, or his own life 
better than me, is not worthy of me ; and he that puis his 
hand to the plough, and looks back, i is not fit for the king- 
dom of Gop. | 
O, what my foul felt here, there are but few 
know! Univerſal Charity hanging at my ſkirts, un- 


]) Zech. vi. 1. 00 Job xxm. 13. 
K 3 utterable 
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utterable rebellion heaving in my heart, the ferro 
of the King flood in array againſt me, for looking back; 
the naufeouſneſs of my on wounds, which I got in 
the wreck ; the weakneſs of my knees, and my hands 
ſo feeble, I could not hold the cord: all theſe things 
together quite bereft me of my ſenſes—and I believe 
Nebuchadnezzar, among the beaſts of the field, had 
mote rationality and happineſs than I had. 
When I came within three or four ſteps of the top, 
I fairly fainted, for my flrength was ſmall (a). But! 
heard a voice, ſaying unto me, O my dove, that art ih 
the cleft of the rock, in the ſecret place of the flairs, let me 
Bear thy voice (b),—I anſwered, Lord ſave, or I pe. 
riſh (c); and immediately Univerſal Charity let go 
my fkirts. Then I heard another voice, ſaying unto 
me, Yerily I ſay unto you, there is no man that hath lift 
bouſe, or brethren, or fifters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my ſake and the goſpel's, but he 
ſhall receive an hundred-fold now in this time, houſes, and 
brethren, and fifters, and mothers, and children, and 
lands, with perſecutions ; ; and, in the ne to come, eter- 
| nal life (d). 

Theſe words much ETON" me, ſo I reached 
the top with more eaſe than I began; and I looked 
about, to ſee what new relations I was to have, 
agreeable to the promiſe, but I ſaw none.—PBut, 
ſoon after, I thought I ſaw dimly the form of a hand 


(a) Prov. xxiv. 10, (5), Song li. 14. 
() Luke viii. 24. 1 (A] Mark x. 29, 30. 
pur 
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put forth with odoriferous- ointment; I ſmelled it, 
for my ſmelling was better than my fight : Finding 
the ointment flick on my eyes, I rubbed it about, 
and heard a voice, ſaying, Aint thine eyes with eye- 
ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee (a); and ſoon I perceived a 
thick ſcale, or veil, drop from my mental fight, and 
I hoked out of obſcurity, and out of darkneſs ( ). 
Now I faw things clearly, and ſuch things as no 
mortal can relate, for they are unſpeakable, and full of 
1 glory (c). Then came this ſweet word to my heart, 
n while I ſtood on the top of the mount, and I will 
2 Atroy in this mountain the face of the covering caſt over 
all people, and the vail that is ſpread over all nations (d) ; 
and a command went forth from the King to array 
me in new apparel.—So a young man brought forth 
the beſt robe, a pair of ſhoes, and a ring (e): I looked 
up at him, and aſked him who he was; and he ſaid, 
I am Poſeph your brother (f)s fo I found he was one 
of my relations. | 
There went forth another command ben the 
King, which was give beauty for aſhes, the oil of joy 
for mourning, and the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of 
 heavineſs (g). This was brought by a woman; ſo 
ſhe put it on me, and ſmiled, and talked freely with 
me.—T aſked after her name, and ſhe ſaid, J, Miſ- 
dom, dzvell with Prudence, and find out knowledge of witty 


(a) Rev. iii. 18. (3) Iſaiah xxix. 18. 
(e) 1 Peter i. 8. (4) Iſaiah xxv. 7» 
(e) Luke xv. 2. Gen. xlx. 4. 


C) Ifaiah Ixi. z. 
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1 
inventions (a); I muſt be to thee as the loving hind, and 
pleaſant roe (b) ; my breafts of conſolation muſt ſatisfy 
thee at all times, and thou muſt always be raviſhed with 
my love, and not embrace the boſom of a flranger (c): 80 
I found ſhe was my new wife that was promiſed. 

Preſently after, there came a young maiden, and 
brought a belt, as I called it, and put round me; 
I aſked Wiſdom who ſhe was; ſhe told me her 
name was Virtue; fhe delivered girdles io the ner. 
chants (d): And ſoon after the came again with a bot. 
tle, or flagon of wine, and ſaid, give firong drink to 
him that is ready to periſſt, and wine to him that is of an 
heavy heart ; let him drink, and Fun his Poverty, and 
remember his miſery no more (e). 

When I had taſted this wine, I was ſo intoxicated, 
that I forgot my old Father. and Mother, Wife, 
Children, and all together.—Ah, ſaid I, this wine 
goes down ſo ſweetly, it is enough to make the lips of thoſe 
zwho- are aſleep to ſpeak ()! Then came this ſweet 
word to me, and in this mountain ſhall the Lord of 

Hofts make unto all people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt f 
zwines on the lees ; of fat things full of marrow ; of wines 
on the les well refined (g). So Wiſdom ſpread her 
table (i), and I ate and drank till I was like a boitle that 
bad no vent (i); and Wiſdom entertained me with 


(8) FOE. Vil 12.  - {b) Prov, v. 19. 

(c) Prov. v. 20. (4) Prov. xxxi. 10. 24. 
(e) Prov. xxxi. 6, 7. (f) Song vii. 9. 

C) Tfaiah xxv. 6, (5) Prov, ix. 2. 


(%) Job xxxii. 19. 
know- 
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how ledge of with arventions 5 but E fall hewef be A 
to relate them ali. Being filled with wine, I got up, 
and a young woman came to me, and aſked me to 
walk abroad with her; ſo I went to the edge of the 


mountain with her, and ſhe pointed right acroſs, and 


ſhewed me another hill, rather higher than that on 
which I ſtood; and told me, that hill and this had 
but one foundation; and ſhe pointed down to it, and 
I faw it, and aſked what the foundation was and 
ſhe told me, the baſe was the Sovereign power of 
the ETERNAL Gop—he reared thoſe mounts in elect- 

ing and everlaſting love to poor finners ; and his 
faithfulneſs and truth will keep them firm for ever.— 


O, faid I, my mountain flands ſo ftrong, I. ſhall never be 


moved (a). | 
She pointed again acroſs to the oppoſite moun- 
tain, and aſked me if I ſaw a blaze go up from the 


top of it; I anſwered yes. She pointed to a city _ 


eſtabliſhed thereon, which I ſaw, with her walls, gates, 
and foundations ; and I had many ſweet views of her 

light and glory. I aſked: her, if thoſe were the two 

mountains called Ebal and Gerizim, that we read of {b); 
but ſhe told me no :—This, on which we ſtand, is 
Eternal Election, or Abſolute Predeſtination ; called 
by Moſes an ancient mountain, becauſe it was caſt up 
and eſtabliſhed from everlaſting ;—and that high hill, 
with its ſhining top, is Glorification, which he calls 
a lafiing hill, becauſe it endures for ever. And the 


(a) Pſalm xxx. 6, 7. (3) Deut. xxvil. 12, 1 5 
feaſt 
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feaſt which thou haſt here been entertained with, he 


calls the chief things of the ancient mountains, and is an 
earneſt of tbe precious things of the laſting bills (a). 
Alas! faid I, how can people fight ſo deſperately 
againſt this bleſſed hill ?—Becauſe, ſaid ſhe, they 
never taſted the ſweet things of it; they may have 
gifts, and receive joy, but they are ſervants till; 


and ſuch are ſaid to receive joy by the ay. ide, not | 


on the mount: He that is eſtabliſhed here, will 
praiſe the mount, but thoſe that want to climb up am. 
ther way, find this mountain an impediment, there. 
fore they fight againſt it, and fo do the devils as well 
as they; and there are ſome miniſters of Carr, 
who have almoſt forgot the feaſt they once had on 
this mount ;—natural affections, and the fear of man, 
has brought a ſnare on many; and they preach ſo as to 
obſcure the mount, and aim to pleaſe the carnal and 


| great, which fills the houſe of | Gop with chaff, and 


occaſions all the bloody perſecutions that come to 
purge the floor from that chaff which they have con- 
tracted together.—God uſes the fan to purge away the 
chaff ; their work is not per ſect before God, nor do they 


declare his zphole counjel ; ſuch ſhall fuffer Hs in their | 


miniſterial labours, and be ſaved by fire themſelves (b. 
Theſe men begin in the Spirit, but dwindle too much 
into the fleſh again (c); then, at their laſt hours, they 
are delivered - the to Satan, for the deftruftion of the fleſh, 


(a) Deut. xi. 15. ic, n . 
( Gal. iii. 3. 2 | 


that 


(7 
that their Spirits may be purified in the fiery trial fa), and 


ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus (h, as Job was, for 


the deſtruction of ſelf-righteouſneſs, and Ty for 
the deſtruction of ſelf-confidence. 

Then ſhe pointed to the ſea which I had lately eſ- 
caped (c), and told me, that troubled ſea was the in- 
habitants of the world (d), and thoſe foaming bil- 
lows are ungodlineſs and wrong ſe); and the higheſt 
waves that daſh ſo violently againſt this mountain, is 
the deſperate pride of men, rebelling againſt God, 
called by David proud waves . Then ſhe pointed 
with her finger toward the ocean, and aſked if I did 
not ſee a light, I ſaid yes, but more ſmoke than 
light, I think :—Yes, ſaid ſhe, that is Sinai's mount, 
or, in a figure, the fiery Law of Gon, thrown from his 
right hand (g); Gop caſt it into the ſea when the f. 
cond trumpet ſounded. The firſt was a jubilee, but the 
ſecond ſounded for war againſt the people, who are 
heirs of that curſe the law reveals (); and all the 
wrath of the eternal Gop will be found to be in it; 
Fury is not in him, it is in that mount (i). 

In that mount 7s treaſured up all the treaſures of hail, 
which Gop has reſerved againſt the day of trouble, againſf 
the day of battle and war (); whenever that mount dif 
charges itſelf, the whole odor thunders mak utter _ 


(a) 1 Cor. iii. 13, W (OT Cor. v. 5. 

(c) Pſalm Ixix. 14. (4) Ifaiah lvii. 20. 

(e) Pfalm Ixv. 7. (J) Pſalm exxiv. 3, 4, 5. 
)] Deut, xxxiil.' 2, (% Iſaiah xxxiv. 5. 

(0 Ifaiah xxvit. 4. (%) Job xxxviii. 22, 23. 
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= vices, (which John the apoſtle could not deſcribe 


with a pen) and when once it breaks forth, thoſe 
who now contend for it, will flee before it; far it 
z2will throw its combuſtibles into every unrenewed 
heart; yea, it will make the wicked run like a fe 
zoheel, aud perſecute them with all its forms (a). But, 
faid I, is it not ſtrange that ſo many inſenſible 7 
ſhould be dancing round it And ſhe ſaid, Iſrael in 
the wilderneſs did the ſame ; it has ſet many on fire, 
ſo that they cannot reſt, yet they know it not ; yea, 
ſome are ſo burnt with it, that they have an earneſt 
of its whole contents within them, yet never lay the 
fin of unbelief to heart. This fulfils what Iſaiab 
faith, it jet them. on fire, but they knew it not ; it burned 
them, but they laid it not to heart (b). 

Vou have a full deſcription of the combuſtible 
treaſured up in that mountain, in the thirty- ſecond 
chapter of Deuteronomy; and when this world is 
ripe for ruin, that fire, which you ſee, will melt the 
elements; and all the inhabitants of the world, who 
| cleave to it for life and ſalvation, ſhall feel the ef. 
fects of its dreadful artillery for it will deſcend 
into hell with the wicked, as you read“ for a fre 
is kindled in my anger, (mark, is kindled) and ſhall burs 
amto the loweſt bell, and fhall conſume the earth with her 
increaſe, and ſet on fire the foundations of the mountains.” 
T will heap miſchiefs upon them, and I will ſpend mine ar- 
rows upon them (c). That fire burns in every ſoul 


(a) Plalm Ixxxiii. 13, 14, 15. 5) Ifaiah alli, 25- 
(e) Deut. xxxii. 22, 23. ge 


that 


CL 3 - | 

that is in black deſpair in this world, and if you 90 
down into hell, it burns there alſo. 

Then ſhe pointed toward the ſmoke of it, and 


aſked if I did not ſee a large body of people gaily 
drefſed —1 ſaid yes; ſhe told me that body was ſome 


of the great men of the world, called Atheiſts and 


Deiſts: Sin, ſaid ſhe, has ſeared their conſciences, and 
the ſmoke of the bottomleſs pit has blinded their eyes 3 
they are gone, you fee, 10 blackneſs and darkneſs, and 
that is an earneſt of outer darkneſs. Theſe ſhall, ere 
long, pray for the rocks to fall on them, and to the hills to 
cover them ; theſe have their hour under the power of 
darkneſs; they deny the Lord that bought us—and 
F they do theſe things in the green tree, what ſhall be done in 
the dry (a) ? | 

Then pointing again, ſhe faid, Do not you ſee a 
large rock near that vapour of ſmoke ?—T ſaid, yes, 
and many on it. She ſaid, that rock is the error of 
Arianiſm ; and when they go from that, they go ints 
the ſmoke ; they are, thoſe who trample on the atoning 
blood of CHRISTH;; and, by exclaiming againſt the 
Lord's divinity, they render it ineffectual to heal 
them; for the efficacy of the human blood ariſes 
from its union with the God-head (); ſo they, mak- 
ing him a creature only, exclude themſelves. from 
redemption ; for zo man can redeem his brother, nor 
pay a ranſom to Gop for him (c).“ However, their 
rock is not as our rock; they, though enemies to us, are 

(a) Luke xxiii. 31. (5) Heb, ix. 14. 


(c) Pſalm xlix. 7. 
Judges 
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Judges of this truth (a). On the right hand you ſes 


ſeveral little rocks, and ſome dry earth by them, 
thoſe are the rocks of Silly ; and many, truſting in a 
form of Godlineſs, others in a reformation; ſome in 
a bigotted and party ſpirit ; ſome in blind zeal; 
others in gifts; ſome in Church-memberſhip, and 
others in dry order only; there they ſtay, and have 
built thoſe little huts, which you ſee there; but, 


when the winds blow, and the floods come, they are 


generally waſhed wh building and all. Job cally 
theſe filly ones (b), and their rocks take their names 
from thoſe that inhabit them. Theſe which you ſee 
fo nigh the mount, are ſuch as ſtick in natural affection; 
only, and ſuppoſe it to be the Spirit of Gop ; and 
Univerſal Charity hammers out Gop's counſel fo az 
to pleaſe them all; and he that preaches zo pleaſe * 


can never be the ſervant of ChRIS᷑ (c). 


But ceme, turn thine eyes toward the Eaſt, don 
you ſee a croſs ?—Yes, faid I, and a man on it :— 
Then, ſaid ſhe, CuRIST hath been evidently crucified, 
and ſet forth before you (d). I looked at him till my 
fins againſt him came afreſh to my mind; and I 
mourned over him as one in bitterneſs for his firfi-born {e). 
She led me through one gate, called Imputed Righte- 
euſneſs Y, (this delivereth from the curſe) ; and then 


through another, called Praiſe (g); (this gate deliver- 


(a) Deut. xxxii. 31 - (8) Job v. =, 
(e) Gal. i. 10. (d) Gal. iii. 1. 
(e) Zech. xi. 10. ( Pſalm exvih. 19. 


(8 Iſaiah "IHR 8. 
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eth from enmity againſt God) : And, as I was weep 
ing and rejoicing, the ſaid, he that you ſaw on the 
2 cross is the foundation of your hope (a); God's foumda- 
in tion is in this holy mountain (V, and be loves the gates of 
|. Lon better than all the dwellings of Jacob (c. And now 
14 book through this glaſs, and you ſhall ſee, though 
ve but darkly, tbe gory of God, in the perſon of JESUS 
t, NCaaisr (d). And while I looked through the glaſs, 
re (though but darkly) yet I thought my face ſbone 
ls WY again (e); or, as Paul ſays, I was changed into the 
mage which I ſaw, from glory to glory, as by the ori 
of our GoD. 

Then ſaid the woman, you ſaw CarrsT crucified 
evidently ſet forth before you, but you ſaw no fumilitude, 
uu only faw a fire H, left you ſet up idols in your imagi- 
nation, as the Arians do, and then cannot tell which 
of theſe idols to addreſs; ſo they make CarisT @ 
creature, the Spirit @ phantom, and addreſs Gop out 
of CRRIST, and without the Spirit, as an object of 
worſhip ; which is nothing but a vain imagination, 
exalted againſt an experimental nn of the 
erer bleſſed Trinity. 

Then ſhe turned my face about, and I ſaw a wo- 
man richly clad in gold of Ophir (g). She told me that 
woman was Zion, or Hephzi-bah the Queen; the ſtands 
at the right hand of the King (b). Sol went and made 


(a) 1 Cor. iii. 11. (5) Pfalm lexxvij. 1. 
(e) Pfalm Ixxxvii. 2. (4) 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 

(e) Pfalm exix. 135. Deut. iv. 36. 

( Pſalm xlv. 9. (.) Ib, 


my 
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my obedieiice to her. Then ſaid my tutoreſs, him 
whom thou ſaw through the glaſs is thy Father; cal 
no man father, for one is your Father, even Gop; nor 
call thou any man maſter, for one is your Mater, ever 
CarisT ; and that Lady is thy Mother; thou muf 
never deſpiſe the law of thy mother (a), nor forſake her 
when ſhe is old (5). Thou muſt honour thy father and 
thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land, or that 
thou mayſt live for ever; and that is the ultimate la. 
titude of the law' $ ſpiritual meaning, for the lay is 
ſpiritual (c); and a ſpiritual man has a ſpiritual Fs. 
ther and Mother, 
Then ſaid J, pray what may xr, call thy name; 
She ſaid, I am Underſtanding, and Solomon tells thee 
to call Underflanding thy kinſwoman (d); and if thou 
communicate theſe things to others, all that partake 
of them will be thy fpiritual children; though ym 
| have ten thouſand infiruftors, yet have ye not many fathers, 
I have begotten you, faith Paul; and that fulfils the 
promiſe given you as you came up, that you thould 
receive father, mother, wife, children, brothers, 
ſiſters, and kinsfolk in this time, and in the world to 
come, life eternal. 

Thou art now a ſubject of that kingdom eſtabliſh 

ed on this mountain, which is city ſet on a hill that 
cannot be hid (e); and a citizen of mount Zion (/)! 
And all that I have 29275 in the dark, * thou on 


(a) Prov. ls 8. | 2) Prov. xxiii. 22. 
(c) Prov. i. 8. "(4) Prog. vii. 4. 5 


ſe Matt. v. 14. FFF Fl 
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e houſe top, and let your light ſhine before men; be 
faithful in the covenant, and thou ſhalt be ruler over 
many things ; and, in declaring this viſion, diminiſh 
yt a word (a). But, before thou depart, take this 
aichor, and caſt it into the unfathomable deep of 
| vernal Love, which thou ſaweſt ſhine in the marred 
viſage of him that hung upon the croſs—caſt it with- 
in the vail, and then it will be ſure and ftedfaſt (b) ; it 
will hold thy ſoul in a ſtorm ; and thou muſt make 
faſt the cord, (which drew thee up to the mount) to 
thy heart, which is love—keep thyſelf inthe love of Gop. 
An experience of is love ſhed abroad in thy heart works 
eth an hope within thee ; ſo thou haſt an hope ſet before 
tz, to employ thy expectation, and an hope within 
of the glory of God. This hope is an anchor in deep 
waters, but in a field-fight it is an helmet; hope 
wrought in the heart by experience is an helmet to 
the head againſt errors. | 

A man will ſoon give up all his knowledge, if it 
lies only in his head, to a forcible argument ; but 
the Devil himſelf cannot diſpute him wholly out of 
his experience or feelings. A heart furniſhed with a 
| dry ſtock of ſuperficial knowledge is one thing; but 
an heart changed, and fixed! in the love of God, is 
another. | 

But, before you depart, let me ſhew you ſome- 
thing elſe; do not you ſee a company of men at the 
foot of the mount, ne of whom dwell in thoſe 


(a) Jer. xxvi. 2. (50 Heb, vi. 19. ä 
| 5 1 | little 


- the attire of an harlot, and ſubtle of heart: In the tui 


0 746 ) 
little booths which you ſee, and others in thoſe hot 
in the earth; and ſome ſtand at the mouth of the 
caves with bows in their hands? They are archer; 
a ſect of ſuperfine Phariſees, with a few conditions 
promiſes from Moſes's law in their heads, but no- 
thing but the principles of fallen nature in their 
hearts. They are enſnared in holes, have made lies thir 
refuge, and under falſehood have hid themſelves. There 
are various troops of them, but each carries a boy; 
the Antinomian levels his arrow at the experience of 
the heart; the Arminian levels at the judgment; othen 
at the reputation; and all will be bending their bon 
at thoſe who aſcend the mount—they ſhoot at the 1h. 
right in heart. I muſt now take my leave of ther, 
but ſhall viſit thee again ſhortly. All that thou hat 
heard in ſecret, proclaim upon the houſe top; and I wiſh 
you good luck in the name of the Lord. 

As ſoon as my kinſwoman left me; I ſaw a very 
heavy fog come up from the ſea, which darkened the 
top of the mount, ſo that I could not diſcern where! 
was; the ſun ſeemed io go down over my head (a); the 
evening came on apace, and there met me a Woman it 


" light, in the black and dark night, ſhe caught hold of mt, 
and ſaid, I have peace-offerings with me; this day I hau 

paid my vows (H. So, with her much fair ſpeech, ſe 

forced me (c); and I went into the booth, and told 
: (a) Jer. — 9. | (5) Prov, vii. 14. 


(e) Prov. vii. 21. 


her 


her 


(9287) 


her company all the glorious viſion of the mount, 


and ſhewed them all the ornaments and favours 
which I had received, and the joy which I had felt 
from the wine which I had drank : I alſo told them 
of all my new relations, and of my being united to 
the Angels, and all the firſt- born whoſe names are written 
in heaven. Theſe words offended many in the com- 
pany—they opened their mouths againſt the founder 
of the mount, and the mount itſelf ; and hen they 


 firipped me, wounded me, robbed me, and took away my 


vail from me ; and one drew a bow at a venture, and 
wounded me in the head (a) : they then caſt me 
into a pit, and I ſtuck faſt in the mire, with ſeveral 


others, who had no anchor. 


In this miſerable condition, I heard a, voice, ſay- 
ing, the mouth of a ſpiritual whore is a deep pit, and the 
abhorred of the Lord ſhall fall therein (. O] the terror 
which this word brought to my ſoul, was ſuch as but 
few know! O, ſaid I, how unlike the inhabitants of 
the mount 1s this dark company Then I thought 
I heard a voice, ſaying, her congregations are in the 
depths of hell ; her ways are the ways to hell, going down 
to the chambers of death. Theſe words cauſed me for 
ſome weeks to loſe my ſenſes ; and, when my ra- 
tionality a little returned, I bemoaned my hard fate, 


and ſaid, wherefore is light given to him that is in mſery, 
and life to the bitter in foul (c)? 1 often reflected on the 


words of my kinſwoman on the mount, and ſaw 


f 


g FV (5) Prov. xxii. 14. 
ſe⸗ Job . 20s 


1 - how 


(148) 

how ſhe had foretold of theſe concubines ; but that 
only added to my miſery, for I was anſwered by 
this ſoul-piercing word: He that errs from the way of 
emaerſtanding, ſhall remain in the congregation of the 
dead (a). This word cut my cable aſunder, as J 
thought ; and my anchor removed as a tree torn up 
by the roots (D). My foul longed to lay hold of the 
cord, by which I had been drawn up the . but 
my feeling was gone from me. 

Being at my oits end, I bid adieu to all hope; but 
yet, in deſperate malice, I ſaid, I would mention the 
viſion of the mount even in hell, to the diſhononr of 
him, whoſe faithfulneſs had, {to my wicked and de- 
luded heart) appeared to fail. This is coming boldly 
to a throne of grace indeed, and God knows it was a 
deſperate caſe drove me to it; and very ſoon this 
ſweet word came to my mind: My loving-kinduefs I bil 
not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to 
fail (c). I then caught hold of the cord again, 
came up out of the pit, and aſcended the mount 
where I was before, and looked at the painted myſti- 
cal harlot with indignation ; and meditated and well 
underſtood thoſe words of Solomon: She has caſt down 
many wounded ; yea, many ſtrong men have been ſlain by 
ber. | 
And thus, my Lord, I have told you how. I was 

robbed and almoſt killed, which, that my evidence 


. (3) Job xix. 10. 
(c) Pſalm Ixxxix. 33. FX 


might 


t 
4 
f 
e 
| 
) 
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might appear the plainer, I thought good to relate 
the whole circumſtance ; eſpecially as all in the court, 
(a few only excepted) are ſpiritual men, and capable 
of judging whether 1 am a proper witneſs upon ſo 
important and eſſential a trial: And J further add, that 
Wiſdom, Virtue, Knowledge, my father, and new mo- 
ther, brethren, and ſiſters, together with all the inha- 
bitants of the mount, and my ſiſter Underflanding alſo, 
have put forth their voices againſt the priſoner at the 
bar,—And what I have ſaid, my Lord, I have given 
mine oath for the confirmation of ; and it is all con- 
ſiſtent with the unalterable mandates of the Celeſtial 
Realm. The Judge replied, he knew that. | 

Then ſaid Predeſtination, Here are above an hun- 
dred more witneſſes in the court. The Judge an- 
ſwered, We have heard enough of his blaſphemy, 
and have no further need of witneſſes. 


The IU DGE“ Ss SPEECH. 


Judge. Gentlemen of the Jury, you have heard the 
indictment of the priſoner at the bar, and the teſtimony 
theſe ſpiritual men have borne againſt him. I do not 
pretend to a greater knowledge of the juſt laws of the 
Celeſtial Realm than yourſelyes, but the Spirit of the 


Prophets is ſabjec ta the prophets ; therefore, I choſe to 


ſhew my judgment on the matter; and ſo I leave 
the deciſive verdict to that unerring Spirit that is with 
you,—You find he has operated on the ſouls of 

L 3 | {ome 


( 160 ) 


ſome thouſands, as a fayourer of, and contender for; 
the baſeſt of mortals; ſuch as Cain, Judas, Ahab, 
Eſau, Iſhmael, &c. &c. has armed them with indig- 
nation againſt thoſe who ſubmit to the ſecret decrees 
of the Moſt High; and thoſe who contend for elec- 
tion, particular redemption, free juſtification by faith, 
in an imputed righteouſneſs —for peace and pardon by 
faith in Car1sT's atonement—for final perſeverance in 
the promiſed frength of the Lord—and a ſafe arrival in 
glory through everlaſting love in CaR1sT.—l fay, he 
has called ſuch obedient ſubjects, children of the 
Devil, and the laws they adhere to, liſtening to Sa- 
tan; and that ſuch have a narrow, contracted ſpirit, 

and are oppoſed, contradicted, reprobated, and caſt 
out. But thoſe who are taught to fight againſt Goy's 
elect, are the only people poſſeſſed with the Holy 
Ghoſt ; whereas the Holy Ghoſt does not contend 
for apoftates, nor reprobate the obeflient, but makes in- 
terceſſion according to the will of Gov, (not contrary to 
it); he leads into all truth, but teaches none to 
deny it, 

You hear alſo, that Wade have been enſnared 
by this priſoner, and many finally deceived. But, 
will Gop pity and contend for traitors, when he 
comes to judge the world in righteouſneſs ? Surely, 
no; he will laugh at the calamity of the zwicked, and mock 
when their fear cometh (a. And though ChRISsT, as 

a man, wept over Jeruſalem, having natural affections 


8 
* as 


{a) Prov. i. 26. 


1 

as we have, to bear our griefs, yer, after the fleſh, we 
now him ſo no more (a) ; for, as God, he is clad with 
zeal as with a cloak, and the day of vengeance is in his 
heart (Y, and he will. daſh them in pieces like a potter”s 
veel. Nor will the Holy Ghoſt favour them; for, 
ſuch as contend for ſelf- righteouſneſs, ſinleſs perfec- 
tion, free-will, and power, he will ſurely abhor: He 


ſhall not always ſtrive with ſuch, ſeeing they are 


children of the fleſh (c); nor will this ſpirit of Uni- 
verſal Charity be found in all the elect Angels; they 
ſay, it is time to reap the world they will put in their 
fickle, and gather out the tares with chearfulneſs, and 
bind them in bundles to burn, as you read—not one ever 
put up his ſword, vill commanded of Gop, when 
ſent to execute vengeance on the wicked (d). Nor 
will this ſpirit of Univerſal Charity be found in all 
the redeemed of the Lok p, even when filed 2with all 
the fulneſs of Gon, and faſhioned: like the glorious body 
of CurisT. They will, in that great day, ſay to 
every free-will-monger, Lo, that is the man that 100k 
not Gor for his help (e} ; and to every fooliſh virgin, 
go, and buy oil for yourſelves; and will laugh at all who 
began to build at their own expence, becauſe they 
had not wherewith to finiſh (/: Vea, when the decifive 
ſentence is paſſed, and the irrevocable doom of mil 
lions for ever _ they wil acquieſce in 5 and 


(a) 2 Cor. v. . | 3) Iſaiah lix. 17. 
(c) Gen. vi. . - 7, .— FO aan. x10. 16 
(e) Pfalm lii, 6, 7. Luke xiv. 30. 


L 4 Pn fing 


(152) 
fing Hallelujah to it (a); and when the wicked periſh, 
there is ſhouting (b). 

Therefore, Gentlemen of the Jury, weigh wal 
the matter; conſider how many are, and have been 
deceived-—how thoſe eftabli/hed in predeſtination have 
been flaggered for a time, after their firſt ſettlement=« 
how. thoſe in liberty have been falſely impriſoned for 2 
time, and the Queen-Royal herſelf faggered in the 
faith of her Huſband's conſtancy ; therefore, I dif. 
miſs you with 'this weighty and ſolemn charge, 
given by him that never errs: When the wicked and 
the righteous come together to judgment, you ſhall 
condemn the wicked to bring his wickedneſs upon his own 
head, but ſhall juſtify the righteous, to give him according 
#o his righteouſneſs (c). And further, I aſk, whether 
you chuſe to bring in your | perſonal verdicts, or that | 
one ſhould be ſpeaker or foreman for all? 

They anſwered, one {hall ſpeak. for the whole. 

Judge. Who ſhall ſpeak for. ye? | 

They anſwered, David, the penitent. 

Judge, Gentlemen, I diſmiſs you; and may be 
that ſitteth among the congregation of the Gods be 
with you; for you are, in theſe matters, in God's 
ſtead. I ſhall be on the * to-morrow, 
at twelve o'clock, 


So the Jury withdrew, i order to FAN up their 
_ verdict. 


1 


(a) Reb: ix. I, 3, 3 % 1b) Pins: a ak - 


(c) 1 Kings viii, 32; 
The 


68 
The JURY's CONSULTATION. 


Paul the Aged. * The priſoner is altogether carnal ; . 
and the carnal mind is enmity againſt Gop; it is not ſub- 


jeft to God's law, nor can be; and this he has ſhewed 


by his fighting againſt his ſovereignty ; yea, he has 
wholly contradicted that doctrine, which I received 
as a revelation from heaven ; therefore, as he has taught, 
and laboured to maintain, another doctrine, in plain 
contradiction to mine, whether he be Univerſal Cha- 
rity, or an Angel from heaven, J ſay let him be accurſed (a) ; 
yea, let him be anathema maranatha (5). 

John the Divine. I agree with Paul in judgment; 
for, whoſoever tranſpreſſeth, and abideth not in the doc- 
tue of CHRIST, hath not Gop (c). In this the cbil- 
dren of Go are manife fe ft, and the . of the 
Deui a.. 

Jude the Zealous. He has gone in the way of Cain, in 
perſecuting the elect; he has ran eagerly after the error 
of Balaam, for the reward of human applauſe ; and, 
as he has withſtood the doctrines of the Loxp, let 
tim periſh in the gainſaying of Norah (c). | 

Luke. J acquieſce with you, my holy brethren ; 
the priſoner is one that has juſtified himſelf before 
men, but Gop knows the hypocriſy of his heart. 
He has gained much applauſe by errors; but the doc- 


(a) Gal. i. 8. (3) 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 


/) 2 John . (4) 1 John iii. 10. 


(e) Jude 11. 


( 

 trine of free- will, which is highly eſteemed among men, i 

an abomination in the fight of Gop (a): And it is plain 
the choſen flock of Gop hates him, and his ways 
too; therefore, I ſay, zoe unto him, for all men (but 
the ſaints) ſpeak well of bim; and /o did their forefather 
10 the former falſe prophets (b). | 

Iſaiah. I approve, brethren, of your W 
let the potſherd ſtrive with poſſlierds of the earth, but uit 
70 the potſherd that ſtrives with the potter (c). God ſays, 
he hath oppoſed 1/rael my ſervant, Jacob, whom I han 
choſen, the ſeed of Abraham, my friend; and ſurely they 
that firive with Facob, and the men g frath hal 

periſh (). 
Markt. Well bath Iſiah prophef zed of that hypocrite 
he has bonoured Gop at. times with his lips, but his 
beart is far | from him, as a Sovereign ; however, it 
vain he worſhips Gop, for he has rebelled againſ 
Gop's laws, and * . doctrines the commandmelk 
of men (e). 

Job. I perfectly agree with my nen bro- 
ther Iſaiab, againſt the priſoner's friving with hi 
Maker ; I think he is condemned both by precept 
and precedent ; for, whoever hardened himſelf again 
Gov, and proſpered ? If Gop gives quietneſs, wid 
then can make trouble (g)? and if he ſhuts up, who cas 

hinder him ( God 4. up. a it and there is u 


"af Luke xvi. 1 5 a) Luke 3 vi. 26. 
(e) Iſaiah xlv. 9. (4) Iſaiah xli. 8. 17, 
(e) Mark vii. 6, 7. job i „ 
( Job xxxiv. 29. Job xi. 10% 


opening 


6 
„ epening (a); befides, be has ſpoken wickedly for Gow, 
in and talked deceirfully for him (: Yea, he hath uſed the 
ys WM ungue of the crafty (c). Every faint ought to know, 
ut us record is on high (d); and, as he has fought againſt 
the ſecret records of eternity, let him xno there is 4 
judgment (O. 
t; Jeremiah. Surely, the Lk never ſent Univerſal 
Charity 70 make people truſt in a lie; the Lord faith, 
aa him off from the face of the earth, and let him 


ve de this year, for he hath taught rebellion againſt the 
0% WY Lozp V. 
ul Maithew, He is neither a hands nor a ſhepherd; 


he only acts the part of a /ſculliom—makes clean the out- 
feof the cup and platter, but fights againſt the edding 
garment ; which plainly proves he never had hat gar- 
ment on himſelf therefore caſt him out (g). 

Peter. I agree with you all. A man that preaches, 
mt ſpeak as the oracles of Gop (); but he has brought 
in damnable herefies (1), therefore be . and 
let not his judgment linger. | | 

David. You have all ſpoken comedy to the laws 
of the Celeſtial Realm; and I ſay, ſet a wicked man 
over im; and let Satan fland at his right hand. When © 
lie ſhall be judged, let him be condemned; and when he 


(4) Job xii. 14. (Job xiii. 7. 
(c) Job xv. 5. *,_ (4) Job 9. 2s | 
(e) Job xix. 29. (Cf) Jer. xxviii. 15, 16. 
() Matt. xxii. 12, 13. 1 Pet, iv. 11. 
(i) 2 Pet, . | ! 
| Cries 


Cas) 
eries mercy, my Lord Judge, tet his prayer become 
fm (a). 
Aeg. Whet Gov's glittering PR and ” bi 
hand take hold on judoment ; let him render vengeance ty 
bis enemies, and reward them that hate him M. 


The Jury being all agreed to a man, came ne inflan, 


ly into the court. 

Fudge. Gentlemen of the un to yout 
names. Paul the aged, one; John the divine, tuo; 
Peter the champion, three; Luke the phyfſcia, 
four; Matthew the evangeliſt, five; Jude the ze 
Jous, ſix; Mark the apoſtle, ſeven ; Ifaiah the won. 
derful, eight; Jeremiah the laborious, nine; Job the 
patient, ten ; n the meek, eleven; _ the 
penitent, twelve. 

Judge. You, Gentlemen of the * beingi im. 
panelled for our ſovereign Lord the King, to ſerve 
in matters of life and death, have heard the trial of 
the priſoner at the bar, what ſay you, is he guilty of 
the many crimes for which he ſtands here indicted, 
or not? | 

Foreman, He has not been kept back & from preſump 
tuous ſins, therefore he is not innocent, nor n but 
guilty of the great tranſereſſion (EH | = 

The Judge lifted up his eyes 10 10 and, uttering 
a ſhort prayer, concluded with theſe words: Lt 


my ſentence Come forth from thy preſence { 4 1. | 


(a) Pſalm cix. 6, 7. (5) Deut. xxxii. 41. 
(e) Pſalm xix. 13, (% Pfalm xvii. 2. 


The 


12970 


The SENTENCE. 


1 6 doe. Mr. Univerſal Charity, a mongrel mon- 
Wer, partly beaſt, and partly devil, thou haſt for 
t, many years paſt covered thyſelf with the fleſh and 
ſin of many thouſand Arminians, and mingled thy- 
our WM elf with their ſouls, ſo as to deceive many of them, 
10; WH 2rd teach them to deceive others; thou haſt operated 
on them, taught them to fight againſt the Moſt High, 
and to withſtand his firm decrees ; haſt taught them 
to oppoſe his loyal ſubjects in behalf of rebels, traitors, 
and apoſtates—yea, thou haſt impriſoned falſely the 
Loxy's freemen, and ſtaggered their confidence, 
though not their foundation; thou, haſt here been 
tried fairly by the beſt of laws, and by a jury of the 
beſt of men, and haſt been found guilty. 
_ Univerſal Charity. Mercy, my Lord Judge. 

Judge. Mercy is ſovereign, and thou art caſt for 
deſpiſing of it; beſides, the prayer of the wicked is 
an abomination. | : 

Univerſal Charity. Tranſportation, my Lord Judge. 

Judge. No, no, you would do as much miſchief 
abroad as you have done here. Therefore, I, the 
* Judge for the King of all Kings, commit Uni- 
* yerſal Charity, a falſe ſpirit, embodied in ſinful 
* fleſh and blood, who has been aſſiſted to deceive 
** ſouls by the helping hand of natural affections, 


* firſt, ro the priſon from whence he came, and to 
rde 


| ( 158 ) 4 

C be guarded and kept in hold by every ſound (i 
& vinift in the whole world; and that his rough par. 
* ment be taken off from him, by way of degradz, 
« tion; and he not ſuffered to deceive the poor - foul 
ce of men. And when the laſt glorious day come 
& which ſhall cover the earth with the knowledge g 
5 (30D, as the waters cover the ſea, that then thy 
cc priſoner be brought forth out of the priſon, 
and be ſet in the full blaze of the Glorioy 
« Sun of Righteouſneſs, that every ſaint may ſee 
* him, lay their hands upon him, and put hin 
& to death with the ſword of Gop's Spirit; au 
« then utter a parable over the rebellious, and ſay uu 
& them that ſtand by :—Thus ſaith the Lok D Goy, 
< ſet on' a pot, ſet it on, and alſo pour water into it; 
« gather the pieces thereof into it; the thighs ai 
* ſhoulders, and fill it with the bones: Make it bal 
& well, and let them ſeethe the bones therein, Then 
& ſay, Moe to the bloody city Babylon, which he bs 
& built; and woe to the pot whoſe ſcum is therein, 
& and whoſe ſcum is not gone out of it. Bring it a 
« piece by piece, and let m lot fall upon it (a). 
< Let the prophets of Gop ſhout, ſaying, Me lau 
&« had death in the pot (b). Then put his bones to. 
« gether, and hang the Skeleton on the tree of know 
* ledge of good and evil, where four ways meet, as 
« caution to all who turn to the right, or to the 


(a) Ezek, XXIV, 3, 47 57 . | (b) 2 Kings iv. 49+ 
1 left 


C250: 


| cc left from truth ; and as a warning, to ſtop thoſe 


& on the broad way,—And write the following in- 
ce ſcription on his Gibbet: TEHISs 1s THE FounDER | 
c or Two MrysTICAL BABVLONS. And there let 
« him hang till mortality be ſwallowed up of life; 
ec then let the Skele/on and the Gibbet be ſwallowed 
« up with it, and never be found any more.” 
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Dark Paſſages of S R IPTURE. 


L E T T EIN EL 
| Fa Wincheſler- Row. 
» dear Brother and Fellow-Labourer, 5 


wilderneſs, © 


RACE and peace be multiplied unto you, - 
and to the winnowed flock at B. whom I tove 

in the truth, and for the truth's ſake. As I have re- 
ceived no anſwer to my laſt letter, I ſuſpected ſome- 
thing was the matter ; howbeit, I ſhall pray for them, 

for they need my prayers more than I need an anſwer 

to my letter. Your letter has grieved me in part, 

and cauſed my ſoul to weep in ſecret before Go, 
in behalf of thoſe few mo which I left 1 in the 


Id 


N himſelf; but he had better condemn him- 


* 162 * 


1 N. is a man I love in the bowels of Canis, 
but he is unſtable as water; in judgment he ſhall never 


excel, I had a very hot contention with him during 
my ſtay at B. the laſt time I was there, about a very 
capital error. He is a ſimple ſoul ; and ſuch gene- 


rally fall a prey to thoſe who lay in wait to deceive, 


He only dropped a word, which I caught hold of, 
and cloſely withſtood him, and foiled him, till he 


could not get out with truth; and. by that word! 


ſuſpected there was a troop in ambuſh, but he could 
not marſhal them before me; and to engage further 


on ſuſpicion, is to beat the air. 


But, though I love him as my own 8 I wil 
withſtand him in any error, till I die, If he comes 
to contend, I hope never to ſacrifice a grain of truth 
to his deluſion, nor give an inch of the ground of 
truth to the Devil. I muſt tell you that I think this 
man is ſent as a ſcourge to you ; I ſaw many little 


- failings in you which I was ſorry for. Your little 
ones ſeemed very diſorderly, and you made youtſelf 


too cheap to bring any honour to your office ; you 
alſo ſeemed at caſe, and not to be ſtudious enough, 
A man who preaches, in our days ſhould have his 


head, eyes, and heart, in the Bible day and night: 


It is while men ſleep the enemy ſows tares, and goes his. 
rey. I had ſome room to ſuſpect you had not been 
faithful enough among them; and, indeed, a man 


who makes himſelf too cheap, and is in the leaf 


uncircumſpect, cannot be faithful, without con- 


ſelf, 


62639 e 
keit, than deal deceitfully in the covenant; becauſe it 
vr is an injury done to the honour of Gop. 


WH But this cry of falſe fire, I hope, will alarm the 


"WW watchman, and awake him out of his lethargy, You 


muſt aſcend your watch-tower. now, and ſtand in your 


e. ward whole nights; I hope Gop will work by you 
o, yet, When the branch is purged, it brings forth 
be I fruit; the flock will ſee, now, truth from etror; rhe 
UB tart of the wiſe is a wellſpring of life, and thoſe of undr- 
id ſanding Twill draw it out. I thought your miniſtry 


er vas too much fraitened'; but now you will ſound an 
alarm, and declare the whole counſel of Gov. Go 


ll i often reveals the true faith in the midſt of conten- 


will allow none of theſe to ſhoot the gulf. | 
While this wind blows, you muſt | prophecy to the 
wind alſo, and pray for a gale from 'the' everlaſting 
bil- pray for ſupporting grace, divine fortitude, 
and a diſcerning eye wait patiently, watch the hand 
of Gop, and you ſhall ſee his wonders in the deep, 
As for the chapel, the flock, the deceiver, and the 


; and defend you; therefore ſtand in the truth, and 
truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler. Does he 
preach up faith : ? then you muſt preach up the Krit 


tion, and rides upon the ſtorm, in order to flay the 
rough wind, in the day of the ea wind. This is a wind 
from the high place of ſpiritual wickedneſs ; and I hope, 
under grace, both to fan and cleanſe. A veflel of 
mercy may be blown to and fro, but eternal election 


deceived are the Lord's. Truth will cut her way, 


(„ 


of it (a). Does he tell them what faith is thin you 

muſt tell them what faith does. Examine all its feat 
in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews ; ſuch as the riſe 
of faith, the progreſs of faith, the difficult work of 
faith, the fight of faith, the victory of faith, its holy 
triumph, and its purifying efficacy, Shew then the 
diſcerning eye of faith, the promiſes it obtains, the 
union it brings about, the anſwers it gets to prayer (d), 
and the ſweet love it works by. 

Does he preach up an aſſent to the truth i in the 
judgment? then you muſt infiſt on faith in the bear 
unto righteouſneſs, or to the juſtification of the ſoul 
before Gop. Does he preach up reliance on the 
written word of God ? then you muſt preach up the 
neceſſity of the word dwelling in the heart richly, and 
being written there by the Spirit of the living Gop— 
the kingdom of Gop is not in ord, but in port, 
I charge you to demand of him, in Gop's name, « 
reaſon of the hope that is in him; and remember it 1s 

experience that worketh hope. But here let me caution 
thee, for many have been deceived here by rotten 
hypocrites ; it is not the experience of the law ter. 
rors, (mark me) I mean if they work alone, ſuch 2 
Cain, Eſau, Saul, Judas, Ahab, and Pharaoh had; 
„ for their experience worked deſpair. Nor is it the 
experience of church trials, ſuch as oppoſition, per: 
ſecution, ſlander, and abuſe ; I mean ſuch as Alexan- 
der, who was once ſtoned for preaching, yet afterward: 


. a» = _— _ 


(a) Nw, 13. VVV r John v. 14. : 
with- 


( 165 ) 


W withſtood the truth. This experience is common. to 


rotten-hearted preachers, as well as ound; and it often 
worketh apoſtacy, inſtead of hope. This is not be- 
ing perſecuted for the ſake of Righteouſneſs, already 
obtained by faith, but rather to obtain one; as you 
ſee by his foul revolt afterwards. | 
Nor is it the experience of providential bleſſings 
on the body; ſuch as feeding the Iſraelites with 
manna, the multitude with loaves and fiſhes, who 
followed the Lamb of Gop for nothing elſe; and 
ſuch as the two lepers in the famine of Samaria had : 
theſe experiences in graceleſs ſouls, worketh exceſs 
and ingratitude, inſtead of goſpel hope. Nor is it 
the experience of bodily afflictions, nor family trials; 
ſuch as thoſe had who never ate zwith pleaſure (a); theſe, 


in graceleſs ſouls, often work rebellion, not goſpel 


hope, All the above trials are curſes to ungodly 
finners ; but bleſſings, when ſanctified, to the righte- 
ous. But it is deliverance from darkneſs to light, 
from guilt ta peace, from a ſenſe of wrath, to the 
enjoyment of love; from bondage to liberty, from 
the finking dreadful curſe of Gop, to eternal life. 
It is the experience of this change that worketh a 
joyful and lively hope of Gop ; the Spirit applying 
light, pardon, peace, liberty, love, and eternal life 
to the ſoul ; which are received by the Spirit from 
Cunisr, and ſhewed to the foul and applied, is Crit 


Jormed | in the heart the aps G glory. 


(a) Jobs XX1, 25. 


My nM 


* 25 


y faith's applying the revealed word, Cngisr Ks 
Holy Ghoſt, he is formed in the heart, as he was in 


the finner, and will give up the ghoſt when he dies; 


Hlefed e. 
Some hope in the law, others in a ſet of principles 
in the head, without any change of heart; others 


more in terror than love; but Cyri1sT revealed in 


atonement and righteouſneſs, for his juſtification be- 


adders in the paths, and bite their horſes heels, till 


fall alone, than take legions with them ; but moſt of 


( 166 ) 


begotten in the ſoul; and by the operation of the 


„ +> Gage of 


the virgin's womb. All other hopes are as dead x 


but this hope has to do with the general reſurrection, 
and anchors in the godhead, within the vail of 
Carisr's fleſh, and holds every veſſel of mercy faſt, 
in all the ſtorms of life; and expects the glory of 
God to be revealed to it, at the appearing of the 
great Gop and our Saviour, which Paul calls that 


hope in an external form, or ſhew of religion ; others 
in a reformation obtained under a preacher who deals 


the word is the ſaint's ground of hope; and the ſpi- 
rit of faith revealing CarisT to the ſoul, as his only 


fore Gop, agreeable to Gop's promiſe, is a moſt 
ſure and bleſſed hope. When our own name or cha- 
racter is reproached, we may act the part of the 
Dove; but, when any falſe preacher, mounted on 
the ſpirit of error, comes among us, to invade Gop's 
honour, we muſt be Dans—ſerpents in the ways, and 


their riders fall backward. Such preachers had better 


them 


6 
them ſend their errors in many ſouls before them to 
judgment, and leave ſome to propagate, and bring 
their bane after them; but, whether before or be- 
hind, they cannot be hid from Gop. 

In preaching, preach as contrary to him as Gop's 
word will allow you; and as far as you diſcover his 
error, ſet truth againſt it ; and every text you han- 
dle, obſerve minutely every bleſſing or threatening 
contained in it—deſcribe the finner and the ſaint, and 
divide the word rightly between them; if it is a new 
covenant bleſſing, trace it in its freeneſs from the 
fountain—T mean the election of Gov, founded on 
the ſovereignty of that all wiſe and abſolute diſpoſer 
of all things. Follow it from that fountain through 
the meritorious life and death of a bleſſed Saviour, 
and infiſt upon an application to the heart by Gop 
the Holy Ghoſt ; yea, infiſt upon the experience of 
it, the enjoyment of it, and practice of it in life; and 
by theſe means the flock will ſoon ſee whoſe lamp 
burns the brighteſt ; and ſearch out the feelings of 
rhe flock, and appeal to ſcripture, and to conſcience 
in Gop's fight, and let every ſentence come forth 
from him. And if they laugh at feelings, they never 
were quickened at all ; they have only a name to ge e 
while they are dead. | 

If you ſet the Sun of Righteouſneſs againſt that an- 
dering flar, your flock will ſoon ſee the true light 
from the falſe; the light of the righteous Hall rejoice, 
rohen the lamp of the wicked ſhall be put out (a) but 


(a) Prov. xi. 9. Job xviii. 6. Matt. xxv. 8. | 
M 4 Four 
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your lamp ſhall burn brighter and brighter (a). The 
light that ſhines in falſe preachers, is but darkneſs at 
beſt in Gop's fight (5) ; and that lamp comes out of 
the mouth of Satan, yea, every ſpark that a ſinner 
kindes comes from the ſame quarter (c). But re. 
member, it is Gop who ſends. the deluder, though 
Satan furniſheth him with falſe light (d). Gop made 
all things for himſelf ; yea, even the wicked far the dq of 
evil. No man dares to vend any infernal wares in 
God's market, till he has licence from Gop (e). 
But, though Gop ſends them, you muſt bear witneſ 


againſt them, to clear yourſelf of their blood, and 


then leave them to God's judgment without excuſe; 


and, likewiſe, you muſt feed the flock alſo, that they 


may have ſtrength to perfect praiſe, to the glory of 
the Lamb of Gop, and to ſtop the mouths of theke 
enemies and avengers of Satan's quarrel. 

Does he preach up the full aſſurance of faith ] I 
is a bleſſed comfortable grace, the choiceſt piece of 
filver of the ten, except love; but it may for a time 
be loſt, I mean in a dark night; but the ſoul that 


has ever enjoyed it, will ſweep the houſe, and ſeck 


diligently till he find it again ;—and we often hear of 
the joy of ſuch. But, as there is a counterfeit aſſu- 
rance, we muſt learn to know the image and ſuper- 
ſcription of the real, It is coined by the Holy 

(a) Pſalm xviii, 28. Prov. iv. 18, ) Luke xi. 35. 
(c) Job xli. 19. Iſaiah l. tt, ca) 2 Theſſ. ii. 11. 
(e) 1 Kings xxii. 22. FE. | 
Ghoſt; 


ag 
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Ghoſt (a); and is a ſweet feature of the Saviour's 
image (b); the ſuperſcription is comfort, love, unity, 
and experimental knowledge; and the enjoyment of 
it is, rich bleſſings promiſed to faith (c); it is like» 
wiſe attended with diligence and hope (d); it is at- 
tended with a true heart and a purged conſcience (e); 
and it is attended with peace and quietneſs—this i is to 
be its effects for ever (. 

If his aſſurance is not e with theſe 
effects, it is the carnal confidence of a preſumptuous 
fool; and this confidence may be found in a man 
void of faith; and it is compared to a broken tooth, 
that never could crack a promiſe (g); or a foot out 
of joint, that never moved a ftep in the narrow 
way (5); yea, this confidence may lift him up to the 
heavens in appearance, and his head may touch the 
clouds, yet all ſhall give up the ghoſt when he bows 
his head to the King of Terrors: And many ſimple 


ſouls, who have ſeen him on earth, ſhall ſay, (when 


they miſs him at the general doom) where is he (i)? 
If his aſſurance, which he preaches, deſtroys peace, 
unity, and love ;—if it divides and ſcatters the flock, 
if it condemns the broken and contrite heart, it comes 
not from above; it is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſk : for 


(6) .2 Th kh (b) 1 Cor. xv. 49. 
(c) Coli. 3. . (d) Heb. vi. 11. 
ſe) Heb. x. 22. () Ifaiah xxxii. 17. 
(s) Cant, vi. 11. . (5) Prov. xxv. 19. 


(i Job xviii. 14, and xx. 6, 7. | 
where 
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awhere diviſion, flrife,' and envy is, there is every evi 

Remember the private and public warnings J gare 
you, and the flock alſo, at my departure ; and if you 
flinch from God's truth, let me never fee your face 
again. N. is a man that I love, and judged favour. 
ably of; and indeed he has been a friend to me in 
many reſpects; but my belly is not my God; if it 
had, I ſhould not have been ſo poor as I am : I hope, 
by Gop's grace, to ſacrifice both his love and friend- 
ſhip, before I will ſacrifice one grain of truth to his 


error. We muſt pity and pray for their ſouls, but 


give no ground to the Devil. If he calls on me, you 
may depend upon it, by Gop's grace, I will with- 
ſtand him to the laſt, 

Thy Father tells thee 70 be wiſe, and make his heart 
glad, that he may know how to anſwer them that reproach 
him (a). That ſweet word has often melted my foul, 
the Lord is good indeed to unworthy me, bleſs his 
holy name ; and thou ſhalt be more than conqueror thro 


His love in CRHRISTH JESUS; if thou wield his ſword: 


valiantly, my prayer ſhall be in thy calamity ; but it is 


our ſpiritual Aaron alone muſt ſtay thy hand if 


| Amalek is defeated, | However, fight boldly, and 
be ſure to guard the rear rank; he began the 
battle at the feebleft of the hoſt at firſt, and ever 
ſince has laid hotteſt at the ber“; but God hath 


(a) Prov. xxvii. „„ . 
1 ſworn 
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ſworn that he roi! have war with him for ever. 
] hope to ſhout for the battle, but never to hear 
the Philiſtines ſay, the Ark is taken, Fare thee 
well; faith and patience be with thee, while I re- 
main | 
Affectionately thine, 


(29) 


CET TERM 


Wincheſter-Row, 

Dear Brother and Fellow Labourer, 
Oving-kindneſs- crown thee both in thy ſtudy, 
and in thy pulpit. Your's I gladly received, 
but ſhall return no thanks for the encomiums you 
have put on my experience, judgment, and penetra 
tion. If we experience life, it is the breath of the 
ſecond Adam; if we have knowledge, the Lord is 
the light of our candle, the key of the myſtery ;— 
and, in the open viſion of faith, we diſcern and em- 
| brace his revealed mind and will concerning us; 
therefore to him be all the glory from everlaſting to 

everlaſting, 

Let them feed on applauſe, and fig of merit, who 
| are perſect in the fleſh ; but, for my part, I hope to 
live and die a finner, and a monument of free grace 
and mercy, and to all eternity muſt remain a debtor ; 
and, as ſuch, I will never join the chorus with any 


who fing that ancient god-dethroning, ſelf-exalting, 


and ſoul-damning ditty, entitled free-agency, This 
ſong will be read by many at the day of doom (q, 
but will be condemned by the Judge of quick and 


(a) Matt, xxv. 44. | 
dead, 


l, 


„ 

gead (a). Sovereign mercy will raſe it from the mind 
and memory of every ſongſter in heaven; and retri- 
butive Juſtice will make conſcience cry it down in 
hell: Therefore, let me ſing the ſong in time, that 
grace will allow in eternity, I will fing of mercy and of 
judgment; my mind, my underſtanding, and my me- 
mory received this ſong under the twofold impreffion 
of the Holy Ghoſt; and I believe it will never be 
eraſed from my ſoul in this world, nor, be prohibited 
to be ſung in the next. 

Indeed, my brother, I know not how to reſolve 
your queſtion ; you have ſet me a hard taſk ; to give 
you a true portrait of a refined Antinomian, requires 
a more ingenious limner than I am ; nor are you the 
firſt ſaint this character has puzzled. You ſay, he 
15 circumſpect in his walk ;” true; Satan is often en- 
tombed in a painted ſepulchre, and has deceived 
many innocent ſheep, by wearing a ſheep's ſkin. 
You ſay, he has a great gift; this he may have 
alſo, and ſpeak zwith the tongue of men and of angels: 
Gop ſometimes gives a tinkling cymbal, to pleaſe a 
baſtard child. Do not be deceived by his running; 
he is not always on the winning fide who runs the 
faſteſt ; but he is a winner who runs the beſt—2be 
firſt are laſt in the Chriſtian race, and the laſt are firſt : 
The prey is not always caught by the ſeoift of foot, 
but by the cripple in ſpirit (b). 

Law terrors he may have had alſo, and yet be a 
ſtranger to Juſtification ; falvation lays not in Mſes's 


(a) Luke xiii, 26, . (3) Ifaiah xxxiii. 23. 
e 


654 
rod, but in Chrif's balm; it is Moſes that gives the 
wound, and Chrift the cure. Many have ſaid I am 
wounded, who. never could ſay IJ am healed ; there. 
fore enquire after his health—aſk how the atonement 
operated on his conſcience—when he began to a. 
mend—what views and thoughts he had of the great 
phyfician—and whether he received joy only (a), or the 
oil of joy (6). This nice diſtinction is very neceſſary 
in examination ; joy may lift a man up, but the oil 
of joy works upwards and downwards ; it ſoftens the 
heart, and lays it compoſed in deep humility ; bur 
raiſes the mind and affections to Heaven: He vil 
| know ſomething of this, if ever he was made whole, 
If you feel his pulſe faithfully, you will ſoon find it 
beat high with anger; and, indeed, you muſt not 
wonder if he ſhould call you a quack, and leave your 
By their fruits we ſhall know them.” True; bit 
Chriſtian fruits are two-fold—there are fruits of the 
- ſpirit within, and the fruits of faith without. Paul 
aſks this queſtion, Have you received the Holy Ghoſt (c)? 
Now, ſays he, the fruits of the Spirit are theſe (4), 
| Know ye not, that Chrift is in you, except ye are repro- 
\ bates? If ye have not the Spirit of Chriſt, ye are none of 
his (e). Give me a reaſon of the hope that is in you. A 
ſinner's heart, under the curſe of the law, is like the 
earth under the ours of God—it brings farth nothin 


fa) Matt, Xitl. 0. () Ifaiahlxi. 30 ; 
(c) Ads Zi. . (d) Gal. v. 22. 
(e) Rom. viii. . | 
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but torns; and u can gather grapes of thorm? In- 
deed, you need not wonder at the apoſtacy of ſo many 


of them. What is an Antinomian?' In ſhort, a 


ſuperfine Antimonian is one who is an Evangeliſt in 
the head, a Phariſee in the foot, a Believer in tongue, 
but an Infidel in heart; he is one of Satan's bellmen ; 


he cries up the letter, but eries doum the ſpirit 3 his 


buſineſs is to condemn the meek, but juſtify the pre- 
ſumptuous- The operation of the Holy Ghoſt is 
laughed at, and called inward tickling—to have a 
ſingle doubt of final victory in the fight of faith, is 
certain damnation; but to harden one's conſcience, 
and caſt off all fear, is to be more than conqueror. 


Theſe noble Bereans take us to the law and 10 the teſ. 


timory, and when we come to that bar with them, 
their main buſineſs is to diſpute us out of tbe law 
written in our hearts, and out of the teſtimony of @ good 
conſaence ; and thus the kingdom ſtands only in word, 
and that is to be exalted above the power. This turn- 
ing things upſide down, God eſteems as potter's c/ay(a/; 


and toes; part of iron, and part of clay, is a Kingdom - 
partly ſtrong, and partly broken (b), The firſt ſtep theſe 


gentlemen take in their apoſtacy is, to cavil againſt 
the power of godlineſs: it is a rare thing to find one 
of thoſe foxes in my Maſter's corn. field, without a 
coal of contention fied to is tail. The bufineſs 
of a contentious man is to kindle firife ; and Solomon 
lays, ade muſt ſpit upon it; but when we ſhall put it 


out, I know not. Do not let their fiery zeal deceive 


(a) Iſaiah xxii, 16. (3) Dan, ü. 42. 


you; 
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you; if a man gets a notion into his noddle, he myf 


defend it with ſomething ; and if he has not ſpirin 


weapons, we may expect him to defend it with the 
f of wickedneſs : my head has been threatened er: 
NOW. 355 1 

A Chriſtian who enjoys communion with Car1sr, 


is compared to @ Dove, and his lonely moments are 


often the ſweeteſt ; but an Antinomian is like a ſez. 


_ gull, the buſieſt in a ſtorm. However, God allow 


us to contend with them, until they are ſeated in ir 
ſcorner s chair, and then to leave them as irreclaim. 
able: he that reproveth a ſcorner, getteth himſelf a bi. 
Look back, my Brother, on all in D. who ran ſo 
well in appearance, but are now ſtumbling at the divi. 
nity of our Lord, that Rock of offence look, I ſay, 


was there one of them all, who could give an ac- 


count of the pardon of fin, of a godly ſorrow, and of 
the witneſs of God's Spirit? A Wee e * a 
daily croſs were wanting. "PS | 

On a proper refle&ion you nd ſay with 0 
Pſalm, when he reflected on the profeſſion of Ahi- 
tophel, he had no changes, therefore he feared not God. 
I need make no apology, knowing that your regard 
for me will oblige you to ſpread your ſkirt over every 


blot. I will ſend you an account how we go on in 
London in my next. Oh, my Brother, the ſweeteſt 


religion is CRRIST crucified in a broken heart! be i 
this thy lot and mine. £2 | | 
; 1 remain affectionately 

Thine in Goſpel Ties, 
W. H. 


pr 


. 


7 3 5 "ws q Row: * 4 
M das Buer and 2 labourer, 


"OUR's J received, but cannot agree with 
your ſentiments in this particular; I never 
can be brought to believe, that a man of eminent 
learning and natural abilities, while he remains deſti- 
tute of the ſovereign grace of God, can be of any 
uſe to the houſehold of faith. Chriſt's kingdom is 
ſpiritual, his wiſdom is a myſtery, and his houſehold 
is faithful ; and how can a carnal, earthly infidel be 
of any real ſervice to ſuch a hidden myſtical ſpiritual 

Ibelin every e San can „ beget its like: 
An Arian may beget an Arian, an Antinomian may 
beget an Antinomian, a bigot may beget a bigot, and 
a legaliſt may beget a legaliſt ; but I never will be- 
lieve a ſerpent can beget a dove, or that a goat can 
beget a lamb. A divine offspring, from a carnal 
conception, muſt be a child of confuſion ; and all 


| fuch, inſtead of being the /alt of the earth, are but 


the fuel of it; as the gigantic race of antideluvian 
profeſſors witneſs. They are called mighty men, 
OE. N | mon- 
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monſters in mind, 0 monſters in practice, or fs. 
ners againſt the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Spirit dif. 


dained to take poſſeſſion of, or always to firive with: 
though their fathers were ſons of God by profeſſion, 


yet their mothers were the offspring of him who was 
of that wicked one, the, Devil, and flew his brother, only 
® becauſe he was righteous. It is impoſſible for the ſpi- 


Tit of mammon, and the Spirit of Chriſt to be co-partnery 


in the work of God; God fays of them, their Withed: 
neſs was great. | 


A man brought up a at an acitenyy, if he is fty 


dious, of a quick wit, and has a natural genius, ma, 


with theſe human abilities, blaze for a time, and ap- 
pear, in the atmoſphere of the Chriſtin world, as 1 


comet does in the ſtarry heavens ; ; but, if grace pte. 


vent not, he will, ſooner or later, drop into ſome 
flood of ungodlineſs; and we often ſee the falſe zeal 
of ſuch ſoon quenched ; and ſuch are too frequently 
ſcen afterwards to appear under the direction of {it 


prince of the power of the air, as wandering /tars, only 


to guide the veſſels. of wrath, that are laden with 
error, and bound for deſtruction (a). I have known 


the awful apoſtacy of ſuch, almoſt ready to electiiff 


the buildings of mercy (5); poor, humble ſouls, who 


have trembled at the found of their fall, have ſhewed 


me ſeveral perſons, who they affirmed were converted 


by the inſtrumentality of ſuch men. 1 thought it at 


that time prudent to conceal my private opinion, 


(a) Rex. viii. 10. (6) Adts.v, were, nd 
| an 


1 
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and to watch this wonderful progeny; and when 1 
have got into company with them, have been more 
confirmed in my ſentiments than ever; for, not one 
of them all appeared to me to be a proper child: 
They ſeemed with big heads (a), ricketty joints (5), 
ulld, unſcriptural notions (c), confyſed ideas (d), and 
a language Half Hebrew, and half Aſhdod ; I though® 
if Nehemiah had been preſent, he would have pluckt 
off their hair, and curſed them in the name of the Lord (e) : 
However, I fear all fach children of Zion will, in- 
frat of well-fet Bair, appear in baldneſs H. | 

This laſt letter of your's Has called upon me to ex- 
plain my ſecget thoughts on a ſubject, which I have 
never mentioned to any ſoul ; I therefofe hope you 
will excuſe me if I do not fall in with your judgment 
in the paſſages which I intend to comment on; they 
appear to me full to the purpoſe, and ſufficient to 
clear the point in hand: Leviticus xx1. 16. And 
the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, ſpeak unto Aaron, ſay- 
ing, whoſoever he be of thy ſeed in their generations, that 
hath any blemiſh, let him not approach to offer the bread 
bis God.“ Blemiſh fignifies a foul ſpot, a ſtain, a 
ff thing corrupted, or a defection ;, and fuch preachers |, 
ho we read of (g), they are ſaid to walk after the fleſh, in 
ed ne tufts bf uncleanneſs, to deſpiſe the mild government of 
ed the King of Kings; they preſumed on the mercy of 


n, (a) Prov. xe 8. (3) 1 Kings xviii. 21. 
(e) 1 Peter i. 18. (d) Pſalm v. 217 

| (e) Neh. xiii. 24, 25. V Ifaiah ili. 4. 

nd g) 2 Peter ii. 10. | | | 5 
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God, though they walked in the fleſh ; they were 
free-will mongers, and could ſpeak againſt the dignity 


and ſovereignty of the incomprehenfible Trinity, and 


that without fear. They ſpeak evil of the things of the 
Spirit, which they under/land not; their eyes were filled 
zwith adultery ; they beguiled unſtable fouls ; they were 
called the follozwers of Balaam, wells without water, 


clouds carried away with a tempeſt, and yet preached 


great ſwelling wwords of vanity—yea, preached liberty io 


others, wwhile Satan led them captive at his will, Theſe 
are ſpots and blemiſhes, ſays Peter; they diſhonour'the 
bleſſed goſpel; they pollute the church of . Chriſt, 


and ſully the glory of God in his rightequs cauſe [a), 


A blind man, or à lame, or he that hath a flat noſe, 
or any thing fuperfiuous Y. N ot a blind man ſhall 


offer the bread of his God; that is, he fthall not 


preach Chriſt, the bread of life (c). A blind man 
ſeeth not the depth of his corruption, nor feels the 
plague of his own heart; and ſuch will deny the 
dreadful fall of man. A blind man ſeeth not the 
ſpirituality of God's law, and therefore can never 
handle the law lawſully ; for he #nder/lands not what le 
ſays, or whereof he affirms (d). A blind man ſees not 
the holineſs, juſtice, and unchangeableneſs of God, 


in his law; and, as he is a ſtranger to the terrors of 


God, he is not a fit perſon to perſuade men (e). 


(a) 2 Peter ii. 10,22, ) Lev. xxi. 18. 
(c) John vi. 54. 5 . (4 1 Tim. bo 7. 


(e) 2 Cor. v. 11. | 
| How 


: c 14) 


How can a blind man fee the glory of God, in * per- 


fon of Jeſus Chriſt (a)? And if he has not ſeen Chriſt 


for himſelf, how Thall he ſee him for another? He 


muſt be looking to Jeſus, before he can point him 
out (5). All that a blind man can ſay is only, lo! 


here! and lo, there! and all the eſtabliſhment - 
flocks can get under ſuch ſhepherds, is only to halt 


between tewo opinions (c). 
Not a lame man,” verſe the eighteenth. It doth 


not mean a broken ſpirit; No: for God bleffeth 
him who geeth, forth weeping, aud bearing precious ſeed ; 
and ſays, he ball doubtleſs return with rejoicing, bring- 


ing his ſheaves with him (d: But it means a man broker 
in jugment (e). What can a crippled judgment do 
with a divine parable ? The legs of the lame are not 
equal, ſo is a parable in the mouth of fools . A mi- 
niſter of Chriſt is to Arengthen the wweak hands, and to 
confirm the feeble knees (g]; but how ſhall he do it, 
who, like Mephiboſheth, is lame in both his feet? 
If he has not made ſtraight paths for his ozon feet, he 
can only turn others out of the way of healing (k). 


Chriſt ſends his ſervants to bring in the halt, the lame, 


and the blind (i) but we are not to ſet about this 
work with our carnal crutches; the Holy Ghoſt 
makes us ſing like a Philomel, and leap a as an Hart A) 


(a) 2 Cor. 1 iii. 18. * (+) Heb. Xthe 2. 

(e) 1 Kings xviii. 1. (4) Pſalm exxvi. 6. 
(e) Hoſ. v. 11. Prov. xxvi. 7 
( Iſaiah xxxv, 3, N (6) Heb ik tay the 
(:) Luke xiv. 21. (“) Ifaiah xxxv. 6. 
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« Not a man with a flat noſe,” verſe the eighteenth, 
A man, with a ſtoppage in his noſtrils, cannot diſ- 
tinguiſh an odour from a ſtench. Zion's garments ſmell 
of myrrh ; but if Chriſt never breathed the breath of 
eternal life in his noſtrils, he will not diſtinguiſh the 
odoriferous grace of God (a), from the infernal per- 
fumes of erroneous hy pocrites (b). He muſt have a 
noſe in the body myſtical If the whole were ſeeing, | 
 zohere vere the ſmelling (c) 8” This 1 kngp, if he can · 
not ſmell out the gracious, the Wan will ſoon 
ſmell out kim (d). jy +. 
% Not a man who, hath ay thing ſuperfiuons,” — | 
Not one in Popith prineiples, who has got works of 
ſupererrogation; ; that is, more works than the law of 
God requires. Not a man perfect in the fleſh, for 
he has more perfection than the Goſpel gives or re- 
quires (e). Not a man wiſe in his own conceit (J), 
for he is wiſe above what is written (2). N Not a man 
that holds univerſal redemption; 5 becauſe h he has got 
more redemption than the Bible, and will apply that 
to the goats, which belongs to the ſheep only (I). 
Not a Phariſee, for he is ſelf-righteous overmuch (i); 
not a free-thinker, becauſe a 2 of the goſpel 


zs to bring in every thought to the obedience of Chriſt (&). 
Not a free-agent ; becauſe he is to preach free, ſove- 
(a) Heb. xiv. 6. (3) Prov. vii. 17. K »* 
(c) 1 Cor. xii. 17. (d) Iſaiah iii. 4. 
(e) Gal. iii. 3. Y Rom. xi. 25. 
C 1 Cor. iv. 5. (% John x. 15. * 


() Ecclef, vii. 16. (#) 2 Cor. x. 5. 0 
> A reign 


15 > 
reign cries; and its reigning pow er (a). Not a ſelf. 


ſufficient man; for he will cry down the ſovereignty of 


God b, and juflifys the wicked, which is an abomina- 
tion(c). Not a man ſwimming away only with a 
flood of natural affections; for he will think God is juft 


lite himſelf (d), and will preach the eternal love of the 


God-head, as univerſally fixed on all the human 


race; this is denying the Bible, which tells us thou- 


fands are in hell already (e), and not one there but 
the object of his hatred (f). All theſe principles we 
bring into the world with us, and they are a ſuperfluity 


of naughtineſs (g) ; theſe old things muſt be done away, 


before we can be new creatures. The old man is 
but a very poor divine at beſt, and will be a bad in- 
ſtrument to proclaim the el a new heart, a 
new ſpirit, and ſelf-. deniaau. | 
© Not a man that is brokin handed or - brats fred 
Aman broken handed cannot work, and he that is 
| broken footed cannot walk A prieſt under the law 


was to receive and kill the ſacrifice, and to wave it 


before the Lord; and if it w-as offered for himſelf, he 
muſt lay his hands upon the head of it} and confeſs 


his fins over it to God; he was to go to God to en- 
quire for the people, and then to come out and lift 


up his hands, and bleſs them in the name of the 
Lord; ene a ceremonial prieſt needed both 


(a) Afaiah of 11. 17. (3) Luke xix. 14. 
(e) Prov. xvii, 1 5. | (a) Pſalm l. 21 
(e) Ezek. xxxi. 16, 17. —Xxxii. 21, 22. | 
"V7 Prov, xxii. 41, Gen. xxvii. 41. (2) Iſaiah i. 21. 
a N 4 feet 
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feet 4 hands; and a goſpel miniſter muſt be bot 
a wayfaring man and a labourer (a); he muſt walk by 
faith (b), and by faith, lay hold on eternal life : Free. 
will is a withered arm (c), and fleſhly confidence is 

a foot out of joint (d). * 
Not a man.crook-backed.” —Sucely.; it is not a * 
formed body that is here meant in this paſſage; Gal 
is us reſpecter of perſons, neither does he delight in any 
man's legs. Paul the apoſtle; was a deformed man, 
and the devil tempted him enough about it (e), and 
fools often deſpiſed him for it (. Every unrenewed 
man is one of Adam's crooked generation (g); 2 

their ways are as crooked as their ſpirits (B). 

worſt crook in man is his ſerpentine, — 
ſtubborn, and perverſe will; if his will is reſigned to 
the will of God, he is an upright man; but if he i; 
ſelf. willed, he is a curſed child, therefore a very im · 
proper channel to convey bleſſings to others. If the 
ſelf - willed are to be ſcattered in Iſrael, and di uided ir 
Jacob (i), they are not very fit perſons to call the 
elect to the unity of faith. She me a free · will perſon, 
and I will ſhew you a rebel yea, a rebel againſt the 
ſovereignty of the King, the laws of his Kingdom, 
and every Wan of it. * POP not . 


[+ #7 3 
| (a) 2 Tim. ii. 6. fs | "a. 2 cds 2 N 
(c) Iſaiah Ixiv. Jo | fd) Prov. xxv. 19. 
(e) Gal. iv. 14. „„ ‚ Ü 


(2) Deut. xxxii. 0 Phil. ii. 15. (5) Prov. ii. 15. 
09 Gen. xlix. 57 6 ” Te = 8 
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if they loſe the uſe of their limbs, every foot may cruſt: 


Xe} 


backed, nor bowed down with a legal yoke ; if he is a 


miniſter of Chriſt, he muſt go upright (a). 
C Not a dwarf ſhall offer the bread of his God (b),”%— 


Surely it doth not mean one of low ſtature, in a goſ- 


pel ſenſe ; if it did, Paul would have been excluded, 


for he was very ſmall, or elſe they would not have 
been able to have got him out at a window, or let 


him down in a baſket (c). A dwarf is one» tinted 
by illneſs; or ricketty, for want of good nurſing. I 
have ſeen poor infants crawling on their knees at three 
years old, when, if they had been properly nurſed, 


they would have been on their feet at fifteen months. 
We have many bad mothers in our days, who, like 
gfiricher, are hardened againſt their young, and leave 


them for the ſun and ſand to hatch” forgeting that, 


them (4). Many ſuch dwarfs we have in Zion's fa- 
mily, and it is much owing to bad nurſing. Some 
nurſes live on milk themſelves, and uſe nothing but 


milk for others; theſt are unſkilful in the word of righ- 


teouſneſs, they are babes ; and a family nurſed by babes 


muſt be kept all their years in"infancy. © | 

Some there are who are afraid to reprove, or re- 
buke, for fear of diftrefling"the weak; though God 
has commanded it, in order to make them ſound in 


the faith (e). Others are afraid to preach up the 


election of God, leſt their followers ſhould grow li- 


(a) Lev. xxvi. 13. 4 Chron, xxix. 34. (3) Lev. xxi.. 20. 
(e) Ace ix. 25. » WM Job xxxix . 
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centious; as if the predeſtination of God for ou 
eternal welfare were nothing but a trap a). I knoy 
ſome who ſeldom mention the imputed righteouſne 
of Jeſus Chriſt, for fear of crying down inherent righ. 
teouſneſs ; but, if all ſelf-righteouſneſs is no better 
than filthy rags, the leſs we have of it the better: 
Rags are not worth ſpeaking of, therefore we ought 
to nale mention of the Lord's righteouſneſs, and of his 
only (b. Some db not chuſe to preach up too much 
of the final. perſeverance of the ſaints, leſt it ſhould 
ſtop them from ſtriving; but Fe/hly tri vings for muſ. 
tery will not be crowned, becauſe they do not firive law. 
Fully ſc . Nothing on earth is ſo bad for a ſoul as 3 
legal miniſtry; it keeps poor ſouls in perpetual bond- 
age; legal travel is attended with no growth—hoy 
mall a foul grow, till it is born again? Legal fear 
makes a — in the womb {d), but an le 
 eafts out fear e). „„ 
I once was in company with a womart!, who fi 
Aden a very legal preacher, and her huſband is in the 
ſame ſpirit ; ſhe was ſorely wounded in her conſcience 
with the terrors of God, till ſhe laid fege tothe king- 
Anm of heaven; it ſuffered ' violencey and ſhe took it 9 
Force (J); being filled with Tight, love, andliberty, 
| the broke forth in raptures to ber huſband :, this 
burning lamp fo dazzled his eyes, that he ſuſpectel 
the flame to come from the infernal regions, and told 


(aa) Jer. xxvi. 2. ) Plalm hxxi. 16. 
® (c)-2 Tim. ti. 5. ® (4) Hoſ. xiii. 13. 
(e) John iv. 18. " OO Mex. 
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her ſhe was oF HR but ſhe continued Gil to blaze. 
He went and fetched other members of the ſociety, 
and they declared the ſame 3 then the miniſter. was 


defired to examine her ; he alſo declared ſhe was de- 
juded. So ſhe pinned Her faith to the prieſt's judg- 


ment, and reſted the Holy Ghoft as a deluder; and 


very ſoon ſhe loſt all her joy and peace in believing ; 
and to this day (for ought I know) fits in the ſhadow |. 
of death. Job calls this rebellion againſt the light, for 


luch know "not" the wy thereof (a). Milton calls it 


* forcing asp of grace itſelf, and binding his 
conſort's liberty ;* and I think none but a fool will. 
call this preaching up the new birth. That man 


who cruſhes, the very vitals of godlineſs, is but a 


poor preacher of the kingdom of God. I told her 


if ſhe ever recovered i it again, ſhe muſt ſmuggle i it. 


T heſe- eldex-ſons, who never tranſere eſed at any time, 
cannot bear much muſic and dancing; they want a kid, 
as 2 reward for their labour; but they may cry my 


leanueſs, my leanneſs long enough before they ſhall get 
it, The ſhackles of a ſlave, and the wings of a dove, 


are tuo things that will no more unite together, than 
inn and clay. 1 know ſeyeral ſouls at this time, Who 
have long fat under theſe dwarfs, till their diſtreſs of. . 


ſoul, has drove them elſewhere for food ; and when 


God has ſet them at liberty, many arcows have been 
ſhot at them from the pulpit ; and many bitter words 
from the „ flock, . becauſe Ghrift had made 
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tem free indeed. But T hope they will and faſt in 
that liberty which Chriſt hath given them, and ng 
be again entangled with the heavy yoke of bond. 
age (a): A dwarf 1 not approach to Offer the 
| bread of his God. | 
„ man with a Memilh in bis eyes ()“ ſhall be 
prieſt, becauſe he cannot ſee afar off, and therefor 
can never be a proper perſon for a ſcer, while his on 
underſtanding is hood-winked (c). “ Not 4 ma 
zoith the ſcurvy”—no, if his own blood be foul, hei 
liable to infect others; therefore he muſt be purpi 
vith hyſſop himſelf; and then he may ſay, as the pro- 
Phet did, from his own experience; J will clear 
their blood, that T have not cleanſed, for the Lord dwell 
| n (d). Nat a man ſeabbed (Sh. No, one feb 
bed ſheep will ſpoil the whole flock, as ſay thoſ 
who ſpeak im proverbs ; ; and a ſcabby ſhepherd is1 
reproach to the flock. God knows we have all to 
many ſpots; but this reacheth us humility ; and 
God keeping them from breaking our, ſheus u 
where our ſtrength 155 (J). The worſt running 
ſores are errors propagated, and the worſt dry ſcab 
e may pronounce ſuch utter 
unclean, for the plague i rs in their head (g). 
A man that hath his ſtones broken (n), ſhall nd 
be a prieſt. * Do not be offended at my quoting the 


* 


(a) Gal. ii. 4. (3) Lev. xxl. 20. © 


() Matt. xv. 14. (4) Lev. xxi. 20. i iii. 21. 
(e Lev, xxi. 20. (F) Cor. xu. T 


) Lex. xüi. 44. (5) Lev. xxi. 20, 21. 
1 | | paſſagt, 
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paſſage, every word of God is pure (a). In a goſpel 
ſenſe, this cannot mean a perfon bodily deficient, 
No; the eunuch is not 10 call himſelf a dry tree (b). Some. 
have made themſelves eunuchs, fon the kingdom of heaven's 
ſake (c); and he was one of this fort, to whom God 
ſent a perſonal meſſage (d). Secret members are in 
ſcripture called -uncomely parts (e); yet where they 
are inſtrumental in bringing forth a numerous pro- 
geny, there is put on them more abundant honour. A bar- 
ren womb was a dreadful re xoach, among men // 
though God is diſpleaſed with them clio evil entreat 
the barren that bears not (g). Sometimes God has de- 
nounced a man childleſs, in a way of judgment, and 
ſometimes not (5); there muſt be ſpiritual ſecrets 
in the body myſtical, in order to increaſe the ſpiritual 

Iſrael of God (i). 7 read of the ſecret of God's eter- 

nal election being with the righteous (; and I read 

of the incorrupiibie ſeed of God being in the ſouls of 
real believers (1). I likewiſe read of God's irrevo- 

cable decrees being pregnant, and bringing forth (m) ; 

therefore that man who denies the irrevocable de- 

crees of God, denies Zion's fruitful womb, whoſe. * 


(a) Prov. xxx. 5. () Iſaiah Ixi. 93. # * 
(e) Matt. xix. 12. (d) Acts viii. 34- 6 

(e) 1 Cor. xii. 23. (f) Gen. xxx. 23. 

g Job xxiv. 22 ( Jer. xxii. 30. 


(i) 1 Cor. Xii, 22, 23, 4. 28, 26. 

(4) Pfalm xxv. 14. Prov. iti. 3 2. Jer. xxiii, 18. 
(!) 1 Pet. i. 23. 1 John iii. 9. | 

(n) Zeph, ii. 2. . 
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" offspring is to be as the dew of heaven (a); and that 
man who calls himſelf a Father in Chriſt, and yet is 
without the election of God in his heart, is no more 
than a ſpiritual eunuch, and ſhall be dealt with as x 
dry tree (0. When poor Zion has no better inftry. 
mental Fathers than theſe, ſne may be ſaid 7o prin 
under a mill-Rone (c); but ſhall never be ſaid to briꝶ 
forth three meaſures of meal with true leaven in it, or a 
body, ſoul, and ſpirit, with the grace of a Trinity! in 
them (d). _ © 1 * 
Errors occaſions Fl rrying Lomb, and mock the 
babes of Chriſt» with a dry breaft (e). I have bean 
in company with many of theſe ffrange daughters of 
Jeruſalem, ſome of whom groaned, like fouls in 7: 
ſpftitual travail (J)] but it was only a falſe concep- 
tion; and if they ſeemed to bring any thing forth, 
all the divines in the world cannot tell what it is; 
for there is neither feature, gender, nor member; 
and who can call it a ne creature, without applying 
the phraſe to a frail (, I believe a man with an 
alarm in his conſcience, may ſound an alarm till many, 
find themſelves at Sinai; but if God ſend not a free. 
man to ſound a jubilee trump, they will compaſs that 
mount long enough (Y). A man with the fire of wrath 
in his heart may cry fire till many be awakened; 
but if * by grace is not preathed, * will, 
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(a) Pfal. ex. 3, 4. Hoſ. iii. 14. (4) Luke xxiii. 3. 


rer. 10, (4) Luke xiii. 21. | 
(e) Hol. ix. 14. (J) Iſaiah xxvi. 18. 


) Palm ki. . (0) Deut. i. 6. 


like 


ce 


9 | 
like Lot's ſons, lay down in the flames. It is true; 
many damned ſouls will ſay, we have caſt out devils 
in thy name; and though they have, yet it is never 
ſaid, the Holy Ghoſt flows through the channel of a 
viper: no; the golden oil, goes in à golden pipe (c). 


A real ſpiritual convert is God's ſeal; but he ſets not 


his ſeal of approbation to the work of a har, (how- 
ever Satan may plead this); for I read, he has gone 
out of his 0w0n head: it is true, Balaam ſpake by the 
Spirit, but he only uſed his tongue; he let Satan 
rein in his heart, only he made bim lay ſtill till he 


had done with him; his heart was at the high place, 


while the Holy Ghoſt uſed his organ of ſpeech; and 
if he had pleaſeq, he could have done all this by the 


honeſt mouth of the aſs; for the aſs was the honeſteſt 
1 


prophet. = - 
Believe me, I do not ſpeak againſt the learning of 


any ſpiritual labourer in Jeſus Chriſt's vineyard : no; 


I love them dearly, and can ſee eye to eye with them 


in a meaſure; and often hear them own, with heart- 
felt compunction, that God is a free agent, and can 
raiſe up an inſtrument to be a ſpiritual preacher of 
the goſpel, who can proclaim light, life, pardon, 
peace, love, and liberty, without being a maſter of 
arts: and I know, aſtronomy, geography, philoſo- 


phy, anatomy, botany, &c. have little to do with the 


conſcience of a day. labouring man. Gd /ath choſen 
the poor of this world rich in faith ; therefore, he that 


(a) Zech. iv. 12. 3 
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preaches the 201/dom this world teaches, makes the croſs of 
Chriſt of none effect to ſuch, and can be no better to they 
than a barbarian (a); and that man who preſumes to 
make human learning an eſſential in the* miniſtry, 

condemns the greateſt part of the prophets, and 
apoſtles; yea, and even Chriſt himſelf (5); and 
ſuch ought to tremble, for they caſt a reflection on 
the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, and limit the coke One 
of uc (). , 

About twelve months ago, &young man offered 
himſelf to preach at Margaret - ſtreet chapel for me: 
he came with his hair frizzed like the tail of a pes 
fowl, and ſo white, that you might have thought he 
had ſlept with his head in a meal-bag, and dreſſed in 
robes of popiſh dignity. He knowing me to be an 
illiterate man, Choſe a text and diſcourſe for the put. 
poſe, and entertained my poor hearers about Moſt 
being inſtructed in all the wiſdom of Egypt (d). So the 
wiſdom of Egypt played her battering rams againſt 
apoſtolic ignorance (e); and what ſucceſs ſuch di- 
vines can have, I ſhall leave to your judgment to 
determine; as the word of God has not commanded 
Egyptian wiſdom as an effential to the ſacerdotal 
function. I think he might as well, have ſpent his 
trifling artillery at the devil, as at my ignorance of 
ſchool learning, without being guilty of een 
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(a) 1 Cor. fi. 9, 11. () John vii. 13. 
(c) Pfalm Ixxxviii. 41. Mark xiii. 17. John Xvi. £3. 
(e) Acts iv, 13. 
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(4) Acts vii. 22, 


(03 

If Moſes was forty years old, before it came into his 
mind 10 vifit his brethren (a), and had been all that 
time a pupil in Egypt, it is evident his tuition kept 
him from the church of Chriſt? I know not who 
was the chief tutor in Egypt; but it is certain it 
was not God; for he ſays, he went out into the land of 
Egypt, where he heard a language that he underſtood 
wt (b; and, as the wiſdom of Egypt diſpleaſed 
God, he brought his choſen people out from among that 
people of a flrange language (c). If my congregation 
had been as blind as that preacher, they might have 
gone away perſuaded, that none could preach the 
myſtery of the Croſs, till they had been inſtructed in 


magic art; but they ſaw through him; ſo he had 


his work, and they had theirs. He cried up the 
wiſdom of Egypt, and they cried down the fooliſh- 
neſs of him. 

God called Amos, the heldfitian .to 1 ogy in the 
King's chapel (d); and Peter from the fiſhing-ſmack, 
to confound the Fewiſh doctors: And I was called from 
the coal-barge, to tell finners that Jes is riſen in- 
deed, and hath appeared id me. And this advocate for 
Sies wiſdom was called, or rather, he ran from the 
apothecary's mortar ; but, why he ſhould uſe his 
fefile againſt my coal-/ack, I know not; however, if 
theſe men of ſuppoſed learning lift up their heels, and 
kick againſt God in his inſtruments, they may expect 


(a) Acts vii. 3. (5) Pfalm Ixxxi. 56 
e) Plalm exiv. 1. (d) Amos vii. 13. 
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would think, as I do, that pride of dreſs, the faſhions 
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to be checked for it; and, whoever. he be, that 


cries up the wiſdom of this world in a pulpit, only 
exalteth folly ; and God will make ſuch feel his rod ; 
He keeps his 2%ip for a reſtive horſe, a bridle for a fro. 
ward aſs, and a rod for the back of fools (a). But 1 
am informed, fince that time, he is more mild ; and 
ſays, I might be of uſe in a ſmall eee in 
the country, but not in London. 

Indeed, my brother, if thou waſt to ſee this young 
quack in his parſonic robes, and fancied order, you 


of this world, affected ſpeech, delicacy, and effemi 
nacy, are not very proper weapons to vanquiſh Devils 
with. A coarſe coal-heaver is as likely an inſtru · 
ment to lay God's axe to the root of barren ſinners, 
as a lady's pin-ſticker. If he was to appear with a 
little more of the goſpel champion, and leſs of the 
lying-in woman, it would be better for'him, as God 
cuudemns cottiſh effiminacy in men (). However, 
I ſhall leave the youth to his mortar ; for if I ſhould 
bray him with a peſtle among wheat, it would be labour 
in vain; for none but God can n make lis fool] You de- 
part from him (c). 
1 do not deny, but a man <6 805 and 5 
may be of uſe to inform a perſon's, judgment, or to 
explain the meaning of texts in the original lan- 
Suage; but I never will believe a well without water, 


(a) Prov. xxvi. 3, © (b) 1 Cor. vi. 9. 
(c) Prov. xxvii. 22. 185 3 
Ss ” a cloud 


( 19g ) 


1 cloud without rain, an inſtrument without life, or 
a lamp without oil, can convey what they have not 
in them. God uſes not ſuch inſtruments to convey 
the precious gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; the golden oil 
flows through the golden pipes (a). Our faith muſt not 
and in man's wiſdom; for God will deſtroy the wiſdom 
of the wwiſe, and make their underſtanding fooliſhneſs. 
And if the foundation be deſtroyed, we all know the 
ſuperſtructure muſt fall. I did not think to have 


ſent you ſo long a letter, but I know you will bear 


with me. Tender my reſpects to your wife and fa- 
my, "RO I retains, 


- AﬀfcQtionately thine in the Lord, 


e W. H. N 


(a) Zech. iv. 12. 


0 0; LET. 


Wincheſler-Roy, 


To N. my own Son in the Faith, 


R ACE, mercy, and peace be with thee, 
from God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is our hope. Your's I received, and 
muſt confeſs I have long had a ſecret thought of 
God's ſending thee forth in his vineyard—yea, I have 
at times indulged this thought for theſe three or four 
years paſt, but thought it prudent to conceal it from 
you, leſt, by ſpending my breath, I ſhould puff you up, 

However, I watched you narrowly, and the hand 
of God with you; and I ſoon diſcovered a found 
judgment in you, light to ſee, and life to feel the 
difference between the killing letter and the quicken- 
ing word ; the bondage of the law, and the liberty ot 
the goſpel: may the Lord increaſe thy light, life, 
and knowledge more and more. I alſo diſcovered 
the ſevere diſcipline which our divine tutor uſed 
with thee; and I believe he has for ſome years in- 
ſtructed thee with a ſtrong hand; which I truſt you 
have, and ever will find to be of great uſe, becauſe 
it keeps us from ſaying a confederacy to every rotten 


preacher who ſays a confederacy. It likewiſe empties 
| us 


fin 
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vs from veſſel to veſſel, ſo that we ſettle not upon 
our lees, or drop into fleſhly eaſe in Zion. It keeps 
us in jeopardy every hour; makes us leave thoſe 
things which are behind, and mind, and walk in 
what we have obtained, and yet be preſſing forward 
after what 1s attainable. It keeps our eyes fixed on 
the prize, and makes us daily ſeek after every cha- 

tacteriſtical mark of an high, holy, and heavenly | 
calling; in ſhort, by theſe trials we live, and in all theſe 


Jungs is the life of our ſpirits : ſo God is pleaſed 10 revive 


us, and cauſe aur ſouls to live by the faith of his dear 

Son. x 
And now, my ſon, what ſhall I fay in anſwer to 
your requeſt ? You know I am no great judge of 
miniſterial abilities, (as to that part of them which 
pleaſes the world in general); my underſtanding has 
never been drawn through an academical alembic, 
therefore can give you no account of the qualifica- 
tions required by the diſſenting board. God can, 
and often doth, make a very unlikely tongue the 
gen of a ready writer, without ſending the quill to 
Oxford to be cut. I by no means approve of your 
going to the academy in Wales; if Jehovah the Spi- 
tit, (called a clover tongue of fire) abide on thee, thou 
haſt no cauſe to go ſo far tq have thy tongue cleft. 
[ have very narrowly watched ſeveral who have gone 
to that univerſity ; and, as far as I could diſcern, I 
law ſome of them, who went there, apparently with 
implicity, humility, tenderneſs, watchfulneſs, and 
* _ (c++ 


e 


ſelf-diffidence, have not returned till they had got 
rid of the greateſt part of that valuable cargo. They 
have in general come back men of conſiderable con. 
ſequence in their own eſteem, and have expected 
more homage by far than ever Paul did. It is true, 
they have appeared with more of the word, but leſ 
of the power ; and you know the kingdom of heaven i; 
not in word, but in power, I ſpeak not this of all; 
no, there are ſome whoſe miniſtry, uſefulneſs, and 
life are dear to me: but ſeveral whom I know, at 
their return have appeared in the element of the 
Chriſtian world, as clouds without water, juſt to 
pleaſe thoſe who are weather-wiſe, and who can look 
no farther than the face of the ſky ; but are without | 
any ſanctuary ſhowers for the parched ground (a), 
| Yea, I have often obſerved, while they have been 
mimicking the ſcholar, Jehovah the Spirit hath evi 
dently with-held that aſſiſtance from them, which he 
hath bountifully beſtowed on the experimental, un- 
affected, honeſt, illiterate blunderer. I ſtand not 
alone in my judgment; many, who are bleſſed with 
a ſpiritual palate, will own with me, that much of 
the wine broached by many of them, is too much 
tainted with the old bottle. 

I could earneſtly wiſh, my ſon to tread in the ſteps 
of his poor, unpoliſhed father, without wanting to 

appear what he is not. If God calls a fool to preach, 
it is to diſplay his own wiſdom in that fool. If he 


(a) Prov. xxv. 14. Jude 12th verſe, 


ſends 
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ſends a very weak inſtrument, it is that his ſtrength 
may the more perfectly appear in his weakneſs. If 
he ſends one, who has long appeared baſe in the eyes 
of the world, it is to diſplay his ſovereign, renewing, 
miraculous grace, to the confuſion of the honourable. 
believe I was made the Father of near thirty fouls, 
before I could diſtinctly read any one chapter in the 
Bible. You are a living witneſs of this truth; the 
whole congregation to which you belong, are all, 
(two or three excepted) the ſeals of my miniſtry ; 
therefore it is evident, my want of human learning 
Ras been no impediment in the Spirit's way. Natu- 
ral and acquired abilities have a tendency to lift up 
ſuch as you and me; and where-ever ſelf is concerned 


in the building of e it is wm at FOR erpence of 


Chriſt's honour, 
If we are deficient in the chat of ſpeech, it 
is that the Croſs may appear the more effectual, and 


to convince our hearers, at their faith is not to fland 


in man's wiſdom, but in God's all-mighty power. An 
experimental preacher is no more than a golden pipe, 
through which the divine olive-tree conveys the gol- 
den oil; or an inſtrument by which men believe, bur 
have no dominion over their faith ; becauſe planting and 
watering are all in vain, unleſs God gives the increaſe : 


therefore the Holy Ghoſt tells us, Paul and Apollos 


are nothing; then ſurely you and I muſt be n di- 


minutives, two-fold leſs than they. 


I muſt confeſs my journey from D. to H. was a 


very * one, and our converſation was ſweet 


on 4 toge- 
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together, until you mentioned your thoughts of a 
college. I told you my thoughts in a meaſure ; but 
the next day, as I went from H. to Richmond, I 
pondered it over in my mind: Alas! ſaid I, how 
ſhall I endure to ſee my ſon, whom my ſoul loves, 
who is no more than a poor S. or maſter C. up in a 
pulpit, like maſter Jacky juſt come from ſchool ; 
with his head daubed with pomatum, and covered 
with flour, and his body enrobed in a ſacerdotal 
veſt? How ſhall I, with any degree of patience, 
look on my ſon, whom my ſoul loves in the bowels 
of Chriſt; whom J have nurſed, ſuckled, and ſwad- 
dled for five years together, without deteſtation and 
abhorrence? I can love and revere thy grace, but 
dare not ſuckle thy pride; for, if pride ſhould ob- 
ſcure thy grace, how ſhall I find a feature of Chriſt 
to fix my affections on? Goſpel love can never fix, 
but on ſome feature of the Saviour; and ſpiritual 
pride would repel, as a ſhield, every endearing affec · 
tion of a ſpiritual Father. 

Thou knoweſt at this time I am as good, if not a 
better ſcholar, than any of my flock at G. and if my 
pride at any time prompted me to expreſs a great 
ſwelling word, haſt thou not ſeen how they have 
looked up at me ? as much as to ſay, What doth 
our barbarian paſtor mean by that? But my ſon's 
pride may object, and ſay, Suppoſe I ſhould be called 
to preach in London, as you was? Well, ſuppoſe 


you ſhould ; thou needeſt not become a collegian on 
that 


( 


that account; becauſe the Lord's army is marſhalled 
into 7þree ranks in London. The firſt rank conſiſts 
of nobility and gentry; and theſe being learned, 
God ſends gentlemen of eminent learning to preach 
to them. The ſecond rank conſiſts chiefly of me- 
chanics, ſome of good education ; and God ſends ſuch 
mechanics to preach to them. The third battalion con- 
fiſts of ſervants, journeymen, a great number of old 
chairwomen, together with ſome ſcavengers, lamp- 
lighters, and hod- men. Now you and I muſt be 
ſtandard-bearers to this battalion of infantry ; and 
we are protected by the ſame laws, fight under the 
ame banner, and no leſs beloved of the King than 
the firſt rank. You will ſay, our temporal pay is 
leſs; true, but our ſpiritual pay is often ſeen to be 
more. Thou wilt ſay, country people are not ſo 
bitter againſt the gownſman. Neither ſhun the croſs, 
nor court it. But carnal wiſdom may plead the uſe- 
fulneſs of the gown to draw people; to which I an- 
ſwer, all nets manufactured by human wiſdom, are 
too weak to hold a finner. Caſt the Lord's net with 
the hand of faith, and pray for the wind to blow, 
and doubtleſs you will have a draught. Strive not to 
pleaſe a few light, bigoted Phariſees with a gown and 
band ; their applauſe will puff thee up, and pride 
may blind thine eyes, until thou mayeſt appear in 
thine own ſight almoſt a maſter of arts; but every 
diſcerning Chriſtian will ſee thee in another light. 
Go on as thou art; bring no carnal props to OE 

| rae 


E 
the ark of God; an unpoliſhed preacher is leſs capa. 
ble of deceiving. Many appear in gowns and bands, 
with refined language, which are no more than mere 


inſtruments, without ſpiritual life, deceiving the peo. 


ple with'an empty ſound ; and, although they are 
called goſpel miniſters, yet it is to be feared they 
neither know Chriſt, nor themſelyes: better Judges 
than I fay the ſame. 

Not long ago, I went to hear one of theſe gentle. 
men, in his parſonic robes; he preached a very ſound- 
worded diſcourſe. I admired his ſpeech, ingenuity, 
and ' fluency ; in ſhort,, there was nothing wanting 
but an union. Soon after this, a gentleman lent 


me a book, (which I had never ſeen before) called 


Benjamin Keach's Metaphors. I had not read in it 


long, before I ſaw, word for word, all the ingenious 
* diſcourſe which I had lately heard; and how that di- 


vine appeared in my eyes afterwards, I ſhall leaye 
you to gueſs. I told a friend, who went with me, 


that if theſe gentlemen were kept from hearing gol- 
pel miniſters, and too poor to buy commentatoſ, 


they would be forced to act the part o 


t of a Jobrney man 
ſhoemaker, when he has ſpent all his caſh on St. 


| W 1 mean, ſtand till for want of ſtuff. 


Some few of the learned goſpel miniſters in Lon- 
don, have i in humility come down in their ſtyle of 
ſpeech to the weakeſt capacity; while others, (ſome 


of whom were as low and mean as myſelf) are climb- 
Ws TP in pride, to that pinnacle from which the 


learned 
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learned. have in humility deſcended. Do not miſ- 
take me, I am not againſt any ſervant of Chriſt con- 
ſulting the judgment of an ancient father, or quot- 
ing from him; but I ſay, all who run unſent of God, 
Jet them get their matter and manner from Benjamin 
Keach, or elſewhere, God has quartered them at the 
ſign of the den of thieves ; and, ſooner or later, they 
ſhall turn back in the field of battle, for God is . 
them who ſteal his word (a). 

It is better, my ſon, to feel and enjoy what we 
cannot find language to expreſs, than to expreſs what 
we never felt or enjoyed ; therefore aim more at life 
than language. If we muſt be grammarians, let us 
get at it by the dint of hard ſtudy and obſervation ; 
and let us preach as much ſcripture as poſſible, for 
the Bible is excellent language. Learned miniſters, 
if under the influence of grace, will not deſpiſe us in 
our proper ſphere ; a nobleman's butler does not de- 
ſpiſe an under-groom in his ſtable ; but, if he will be 
meddling with the fideboard, he cannot be ſaid to 
abide in his place wherein he was called :—you know 
te pp 44 >: 

However, if my ſon is determined to appear in the 
character of a dignified clergyman, I hope thou wilt 


go to ſome place, where thou haſt not been known; 
and be ſure never to letgny one know thou waſt once 


a es = oe 5 craft of St. Criſpin, 1 hope thou 


OT Jer. XX111, 1 31, 32. 


wile 
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wilt take in good part what I have ſaid, and you ſhall 
have my opinion of miniſterial abilities in the next 
letter. Remember, I have long ſtyled thee my own 
ſon in the faith, and hope thou wilt be like-minded, 
Neglect not the gift that is in thee ; let not every 
wind of error, nor the north wind of the law deter 
thee : He that obſerveth the winds ſhall not ſow ; and 
thoſe zealouſly affected Wy falſe clouds ſhall not reap 
much 820 


Ever thine in goſpel love, 


(a) Eceleſ. xi, 4. 


FE. L. E T. 
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Wincheſter-Row. 


To N. my beloved Son. 


WIS H thout mayeſt proſper and be in health, 
even as thy ſoul proſpereth; and that in this, and 
in every thing, thou mayeſt commit thy ways unto 
the Lord, and he ſhall direct thy ſteps; leave it with 
him, and he ſhall eſtabliſh thy thoughts: wait, look, 
and expect, and he ſhall bring it to paſs. 

But now to comply with my ſon's requeſt, in giv- 
ing him my thoughts of miniſterial qualifications. 
In doing this, I do not-intend to arraign thee at my 
bar, but ſhew thee how I have arraigned myſelf at 
God's bar. There are ſome who run to this work, 
without being ſent of God; and they may ſeem to 
outſtep him that is ſent, becauſe they, like Ahimaaz, 
rim by the way of the plain; but whether Cg road 
be rough or ſmooth, he has got the tidings in his mouth (a). 
Theſe forward gentlemen are, like Noah's raven, the 
firſt that goes out, and the laſt that comes back ; for 
they often end with the world: but we muſt imitate 
the dove ; go to the everlaſting and ever-green olive- 


(s) 2 SAM, xviii. 23. | 
tree, 


„ 
tree, and take one of thoſe leaves which are for the 
Healing of the nations; and if wg carry the medicines, we 

1 ſhall be found out by them who have need of healing. 
But a man who runs unſent of God, cannot expect God 
to ſcreen his head in the day of battle; he is likely 
to get no better anſwer from God, in time of trial, 
than the prophet did, when he fled from Fezebz], 
nh. doft thou here, Elijah ? 
A goſpel miniſter has ſome of the ſame trying 
work, to make his calling to the miniſtry clear, as he 
had to make his effectual calling and eternal election 
ſure; and when a man has done this, he has full li- 
berty to appeal, both to God and man, as Moſes did, 
when rebels invaded his office, and rebelled againſt 
his authority, Thave not done this of mine own mind (a). 
God ſent an aweful judgment to convince all Iſrael, 
that Moſes was no impoſtor. | 
* A minifter muſt not be a novice (b).“ It doth not 
mean an ignorant man in natural things; for God 
| Choſe an illiterate Peter, to confound a wiſe Sanhe- 
drim; an ignorant man, made wiſe unto ſalvation, 5 
often God's inſtrument, to confound the wiſe in their 
own conceit ; but it means, he muſt not be a novice 
in grace; he muſt have humbling grace to counter- 
balance his ſpiritual pride, or elſe he will be lifted 
up as the devil was, and fall into the ſame condemna- 
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ee 


tion for pride as the devil did (c). He muſt be tie i © 


(a) Num. vi. 28. (3) 1 Tim. ili, 6, 
(e) 1 Tim. iti, 0, | | 


E 
- Wl © huſband of one wife,” no polygamiſt (a). What 
e wall a ſoldier of Carisr do with a troop of wives? 
They are not allowed to ſpeak in the church. Moſes 
| had but one wife, and ſhe was trouble enough ; but 
y when ſhe ſtood in the way of God's command, he got 
|, rid of her: and he did right; for if ſhe would not be 
„ an help- meet, ſhe ought not to be an hindrance (6). 
He muſt be one given to hoſpitality ;” given to it by 


g grace; he muſt put on, as the beloved of God, bowels 
0 of mercy, as the bowels of God have ſounded to- 
n WT vard him; and feed Curisr, if he is hungry; and 


| give him drink, if he thirſteth ; and take him in, if 
, he is a ſtranger : this hoſpitality convinceth the world 
lt that we do not make gain of godlineſs, nor truſt in 
» Wh uncertain riches. Net given to filthy lucre.“ No; 


|, WH for how can he be a preacher of the true God, who 
| is an idolater himſelf ?”” * Not given to zwine.” One 
t bo is not drunken with wine, or applauſe ; one who 


d thinks ſoberly, and lives ſoberly. 
e- No chapter in the bible is ſo full to the purpoſe 
i5 in hand, as the 8th chapter of Leviticus. The con- 
ir ſecration of Aaron has been the bar at which I have 
ce often arraigned myſelf. And here obſerve, Moles 
r- Wh vas to be in God's ſtead, and Aaron, as a. miniſter, 
dl vas to be to Moſes inſtead of a mouth (c); and now 
a» vill hew you how Moſes, in God's ſtead, conſe- 
he crated Aaron, who as a miniſter, was mouth for God. 
* Take Aaron fd); here is his call. No man taketh 


(a) 1 Tim. iii. 2. (c) Exod. iv. 16. 
1 (%) Exod, iv. 24—26, and xviii. 2, (d) Lev. viii. 2. 1 
| | this 
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this office upon himſelf, but he who is called of God, 
as was Aaron. Maſes waſhed him (a). If Chriſt 
waſh us not, we have no part with him. But, ſays Paul, 
he ſaved us from our guilt, by the waſhing of re. 
generation, and renewing us by the Holy Ghoſt. 

* He put on his coat (a). We muſt be clad with 
zeal, and with the whole armour of God, before we 
can be called prieſts cloathed with ſalvation (5), 
„ Gird him with a girdle (c).“ This girdle, typical 
of truth, is to ſwaddle our minds, that we give not 
a looſe to vanity; to be carnally-minded, is to be 
dead; to be earthly- minded, or covetous, is to be 
brutal and idolatrous. A mind corrupted with error, 


is a mind in conjunction with Satan; ſuch carne 


minds conceive fin, bring forth iniquity, and increaſe 
tranſgreſſors among men. We muſt ever draw the 
{word of God at ſuch, for we muſt not ſuffer a witch 
to live (4). The Lord preſerve my ſon from all 
theſe things! To be ſpiritually-minded, is life and 
peace; therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, 
watch, be ſober, and hope to the end (e). 

. +. Cloathed him with a robe.” We muſt be cloathed 
with the robe of imputed Righteouſneſs ; all out 
righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, and no ambaſſador 
of the King of kings muſt appear at court in rags; 
no, nor yet take the Saviour's new cloth to patch 


(a) Lev. viii. 6. 1 Pſ. exxxii. 16. 
(c) Lev. viii. 7. (4) Exod, xxii. 18. 
(e) EQ. 1. 13s . Wn 


his 


his 
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his old fig-leaved garment : this is to make the rent 


worſe than before, and to be guilty of ſpiritual 


wickedneſs, or to be wicked in ſpiritual things. 
God cloaths his miniſters as he did Iſaiah, with the 
robe of his righteouſneſs ; and we muſt bring forth 
this robe to every returning prodigal. This righ- 
teouſneſs ſhall juſtify us, and all them that believe 


in it. God ſaved Noah the eighth perſon, a preacher 


of Righteouſneſs (a). The Spirit of Chriſt in Noah 
preached imputed righteouſneſs to the antideluvians 
an hundred and twenty years, as to ſpirits in priſon, 
or ſouls in Satan's ſtrong hold, and under the ſen- 
tence of God (). A carnal mind is like the ſpider, 
turning every myſtery into bane; and has no cover- 
ing but her own web (c) ; but we know the leproſy 
is both in the warp and the woof ; therefore wear no 
garments of linen and woollen together (d). 
Put an Ephod upon him.” —The Ephod being the 
outer garment, holds forth a holy, innocent life and 
walk, In this Ephod God was conſulted : we muſt 
lift up holy hands at the throne of grace. The 
ephod was bound to him by the girdle. If truth 
braces our minds, our feet, tongue, and hands will 
be kept within bounds. All external ſhew of ſanc- 
tity, without the ſpirit and word of truth, is only a 
devil Og | 


(a) 2 Peter ii. Zo | (3) I Peter 111. 18, 19, 20. 
(c) Tfaiah Iix. 5, 6. (a) Lev. xix. 19. 


(e) Ley, viii. 7. 


P « Put 


(0e 


c Put the breaſt. plate on bim a). — The breaſt plate 
of judgment, and the breaſt · plate of righteouſneſs are 
recommended by Paul. We muſt, in this world, be 
judged by the law, and be juſtified by the goſpel, 
before we can be ſaid to paſs from death to life, and 
have a right to the promiſe of never coming into con. 
demnation; which we have when we are juſtified by 
grace in the court of our own conſcience, Whey 
we are arraigned by a juſt God, at the bar of the 
law written in our hearts, we ſoon fee our ſins, and 
feel the ſentence of death due to us on that account; 
and are brought at length to own it juſt. Then ve 
begin to hear a ſtill, ſmall voice ſound behind us, in 
an act of ſovereign grace; God turns our face toward 
it, and the Holy Ghoſt enlightens our underſtandings 
to ſee Chriſt crucified, the end of the law for righte- 
ouſneſs clearly revealed, and freely held forth in an 
unconditional promiſe. © We ſee a ſuitableneſs in 
him, and feel our need of him; but the Spirit con- 
vinceth us of unbelief ; therefore we eagerly catch at 
him, but cannot bring him in. We ſee what a love- 
ly, ſweet, bleſſed friend of ſinners he is, to thoſe who 
are intereſted in him ;—we fix our longing eyes on 
him, wooe him, but he appears coy, and ſtands at a 
diſtance; then the thoughts of our having finned 
againſt him, and fear of miffing him, lays our ſouls on 
the rack, and we perpetually keep ſinking, until the 
Spirit of God influences the mind with divine con. 


(a) Lev. vii, 8. 


fidence. 


ce. 


> Ca 5 
fidence. Then again we attempt to feel after him; 
and, finding ſtrength in the hand of faith, catch faſt 
hold of him, crying out, I will not let thee go till 
thou bleſs me. The hand of faith holds this Jew by 
the ſkirt, and the eye of faith peeps up at-his face; 
and there we ſee a reconciled God glorified and ap- 
peaſed, in the marred viſage of a crucified Saviour. 


But, he ſeeming to hang back, the Spirit of God 


helps our infirmities, and dictates a petition : O 
Lord, forſake me not utterly.” —At laſt he yields, 
ſaying, © Turn away thine eyes from me, for they 
have overcome me ;* and into the heart we bring 
him, with all that he has and is, crying out, © I had 
utterly fainted, unleſs I had believed to ſee the good - 
neſs- of the Lord in the land of the living.” And 
from that moment we are as ſure never to be damned 
as there is a God in heaven. And now our eyes pre- 
vent the night watches, that we may converſe with 
him; fearing to ſleep, leſt he ſteal away unawares z 
and if at any time we chance to fleep, and in the 
morning find him gone, we are little better than 
raving mad, becauſe the tempter comes in his room. 


This ſets us to ſearch the ſcriptures for armour and 


artillery ; and imputed righteouſneſs we ſoon find is 


a breaſt-plate, ſufficient to repel the force of every 


condemning ſentence. A little of this experience 

makes a man a ſound preacher of D 8 righte- 

ouſneſs and juſtifying faith. 
% Put in the breaft-plate urim and thummim (a) ;” 


(a Lev. viti; 8. 
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light and perfection. To conſult God by urim, is 
to go, by the light of the Spirit, to the Father of 
lights, and fountain of light; and ſo to pray by the 
Spirit, and with the underſtanding alſo. A preacher 
of the goſpel muſt be turned from darkneſs to light, 
before his light ſhine before men, or, with any pro- 
priety, be called a burning and a ſhining light; and 
thou muſt have thy candle lighted by a coal from 
Chriſt the true altar; no ſtrange fire, no; nor any 
flame kindled by the Devil's ſteel ſtriking on a ſtony 
heart, and caſting ſparks of pride into a fleſhly 
mind; vainly blowing it up like a jack-o'-lantern :— 
ſuch are the Arminians, wandering ſtars, now ſhin- 
ing here, now there ; how is a veſlel of mercy to 
make her port, under ſuch wavering planets ? How. 
ever, this I clearly ſee, the farther they go, the darker 
they get. I knbw ſeveral, who are ſunk ſo deep in 
deſpondency, that neither ſun, moon, nor ſtars have 
appeared on their ſouls for many years together; and 
no ſmall tempeſt lays on them; but it is meet that 
ſuch who keep hacking the cable of truth, ſhould loſe 
the anchor of hope; and thofe who wilfully depart 
from realities, ſhould end in a fable. But the path 
of the juſt is as a ſhining light, which ſhines brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day. 

% Thummim (a) ſignifies perfection. To conſult 
God by thummim, is to go to him in a perfect Sa- 
viour; viewing ones ſelf compleat in Chriſt, and 


(a) Lev. viii. 8. 1 
ſtripped 
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ſtripped of all confidence in the fleſh: to be like 
Noah, perfect in his generation, is to be of the ſpiri- 
tual fraternity of God by regeneration. To be per- 
fect as our heavenly Father is perfect, is to be 
changed, and renewed by the Holy Ghoſt, and to 
bear the ſpiritual image of God the Son; our hea- 
venly Father being Spirit only, and nat fleſh and 
blood, as we are. All perfection in the fleſh, which 
we daily hear of, is an abſolute denial of the dread- 
ful fall of man; a giving God the lie, in his word 
of truth, and a contradiction of the whole cloud of 
witneſſes, It leads us, firſt, to ſelf-admiration ; fe. 
condly, to independency of God; thirdly, to ſelf- 
confidence; and, fourthly, to ſelf-deification. Theſe 
were the firſt ſteps that ever Satan took, when he left 
his own habitation; and when truth detected him for 
truſting in a lie, he rebelled, and aimed at Divine 
ſovereignty; adding this rebellion to his ſin, all holi- 
neſs and happineſs left him; he was arraigned, and 
charged with folly (a); caſt out of heaven into the 
bottomleſs pit; bound in the chains of his ſin; and 
reſerved to take a final judgment, with all his ange- 
lic aſſociates; and with all that part of the human 
race, who ſhould credit his ſuggeſtions, tread in his. 
ſteps, and believe and die in his lie (5). 

By what I have ſaid, we may ſee who is the author 
of this wonderful doctrine of ſinleſs perfection. How- 


(J) Job iv. 18. () Jude ver. 6. Iſaiah xiv, 12. Job ir. 18. 
Heb. ii. 5, 6, 7, 8. Prov. v. 22. Job viii. 44 5 
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beit, let us walk in the Spirit, and mind the things 
of the Spirit ; and he ſhall change our vile bodies, 
and faſhion them like the glorious body of Chriſt ; 
all mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up, when he, who 
only hath immortality, ſhall appear; all that die in 
goſpel faith, leave their fleſh to reſt in hope (a). 
Fleſh and blood can never inherit the kingdom of 
God; therefore, all who are made perfect in the 
fleſh, all who truſt in the fleſh, glory in the fleſh, 
walk in the fleſh, and die in the fleſh, ſhall awake 
in the image of Satan (5); and that to everlaſting 
ſhame and contempt (c). Such doctrines are dif: 
honourable to the divine ſanctifying unction from 
above, who alone anoints, ſanctifies, and makes 
ſouls meet for heaven, However, if theſe dead flies, 
by ſelf-holineſs, endeavour to render the Divine Phy- 
fician's unction unſavoury; it is juſt in God to let 
them fly into the Devil's web (d). But you, my 
ſon, have not ſo learned Chriſt. 

I will ſend thee the reſt of my thoughts in the 
next letter; fare thee well: may the God of Abra- 
ham, before whom I have walked, bleſs thee with 
the precious things of heaven; even the pretiaus fruits 
brought forth by the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; and ie 
precious things put forth by the moon—the church ; and 
the chief things of the ancient mountains of eternal elec- 
tion; and the precious things of the lafling hills of glori- 


(a) Pſalm xvi. . (5) Pſalm lxxii. 20. 


( Dan, xi. 2, (4) Eccleſ, x. 1. i 
fication; 
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fication 3 and the precious things of the earth, and ful. 
wſs thereof ; together with the breaſts of divine conſola- 
tion, and the bleſſings of Zion's fruitful womb ; and the 
god coill of him that develt in the buſh, be on the top of 
the head of him, zvho, by grace, is ſeparated from his 
fleſhly brethren (a) ; while I remain thy eng and 
n father in Chriſt Jeſus. 


W. 


(a) Deut. xxxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. 
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W incheſter-Rox, 


KL dear Son, 


OUR's I wok with great delight: 
approve much of your letter; you ſeem 
therein to put away childiſh things, and appear 
quite a man in divinity, I ſhall not anſwer that 
letter yet, as I intend to continue my comment on 
this chapter, which I hope you will not be diſpleaſed 
at. You know we have many dignified miniſter, 
who appear in the pulpit ſcripture-corrupters ; there- 
fore, do not marvel if God *turns coal-heavers into 
commentators, 

* Thummim and Urim,” or light * — we 
proved to be Chriſt, the true light, and that Saviour 
who is perfect; ſo let the Thummim and Urim be 
with the Father's Holy One, whom God hath proved 
at Maſſah, or with temptation; and with whoſe un- 


+4 paralleled love to ſinners, Juſtice ſtrove at Meribah, 


with whom he diſputed and quarrelled (a); until 
vindictive Juſtice had | pent his ſhafts in the Savieur, 
and retributive Juſtice appeared i in the behalf of fin- 


(a) Deut. xxxi. 8. 


ners. 


g Luke x. 17. 


G 

ce And he put a mitre on his head (a).”- „his 
= was ornamental. The beſt ornament for a mi- 
niſter is a head ſtored with inſtructions from God (5). 
That miniſter, who cordially embraces Chriſt, our 
wiſdom, in his affections, and extols him with his 
tongue, ſhall never know the want of an ornament of 
grace to his head (c). © Even upon his fore-front 
did he put the golden plate.” Saving, purifying, 
and tried faith, which is more precious than gold 
which periſheth, will caſe over our foreheads with 
divine fortitude - againſt every oppoſition ; even as 
the adamant is harder than a flint, fo doth God make 
his ſervants' foreheads againſt the foreheads of the 
wicked ; without this plate we ball bo awed W the 


fear of man (d). 
The Holy Crown.” +l crown is an 3 ornament 


of ſtate, worn by ſovereign princes. Chriſt hath 


made us kings and prieſts unto God (e); and as 
kings we muſt reign over the fleſh, and keep it in 
ſubjection; leſt, after we have preached reigning 
grace to others, fin reign over us {f). It is requiſite 


alſo, that devils ſhould be ſubje& to us, through 


Chriſt's name (0. It muſt be ſoul · diſtreſſing work, 


to preach ſalvation from the tyranny of Satan, while 
the preacher i is led captive by him at his will; but 


(a) Lev. vill, gs (3) Prov. i. 8, ge 
(e) Prov, iy. 8, 92 (d) Ezek. iii. 9. 
(e) Rev. i. 6. 1 Cor. i ix. 27. 


we 


( 218 ) 


we have ſome ſuch living contradictions. If Satan 
reign in us, we mult not pretend to pull this cocks. 
trice out of his den ;'if 'we put our-hand there, he 
will aſk us that old, taunting, inſolent queſtion, (tho 
coupled with an honeſt confeſſion) “ Jeſus I know, 
but who are you (a) ?” That ſoul muſt be weaned 
from the love of ſin, and "refreſhed with the breaſts 
of divine conſolation, - that plays on*the hole of the 
aſp (). A preacher, who reigns over the world by 
faith, can with comfort preach that faith which over. 
cometh it: this world is like fire and water, excellent 
ſubjects, but terrible ſovereigns. If the Lord crown 
my fon with loving-kindnels and tender mercy, he 
will be able to preach ſovereign mercy to others; 
and the love of Chriſt will conſtrain him to it (c); 
and the ſeal of God communicated to ſouls by our 
preaching of faith, is a crown put on our labours, 
and a ſoul · ſatisfying proof of our being miniſters of 
the Spirit (q); and we may call uch une ſouls our 
joy and crown in the Lord (e). al 0.608 
Aud Moſes took the aiming oil ( 1. 4 pe 1 
the Holy Ghoſt; which is the promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, received by Jeſus without meaſure, and ſhed 
abroad in a meaſure in every believing heart. Aid. 
anointed the tabernacle, and all that was therein (60. — — 


(a) Acts xix. 14, 15. mY Ifaiah xi. 8. 

(e Pſalm ciii. 4. 2 cor. v. . (4) 2 Cor. iii. 6. 

C Lev. viii. 10. 
C) Lev, viii, 10. | F 


This 


621909 
IThis anointing was typical of the oil of gladneſs, 
chat firſt anointed Chriſt to his Kingly and Prieſtly 
office; and all believers who are in him, the true 
Temple of the God- head, or in which God dwells, 
are anointed with the fame oil; yea, every veſſel of 
merey, from the bowls to the faggons, to a 
them (a). 4 0 | 

« And be . the ker vic times , ). rbis 
altar was a type of the divinity of Chriſt, which 


| andtified the humanity, and ſtamped infinite dignity ' 


on all he did; though he was born of a woman, and 
born under the law, yet his divine nature thought it 
no robbery to be equal with God the Father (c). 
The humanity being united to the God-head of 


hu, and to be a divine and everlaſting righteouſneſs 
to juſtify us poor ſinners (4). It was through the 
eternal Spirit he offered himſelf to God; and his hu- 


blood was ſufficient to appeaſe the wrath of God, and 
purge us from ſin (e). The altar was ſprinkled ſeven 
times with oil, to-ſhew that the ſeven Spirits of God, 
or all the ſeven- fold gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were 
upon Chriſt {f}, This bleſſed Jeſus was ſanctified, 


anointed God the Son with Gud the 12 85 Þ Ghoſt; 


(@ Zech. xiv. 20, 21. 1 7 0 >” 2 viii. 11. 
(e) Phil. ic 0 ] qèᷣw \ (A) Dan. ix. 2. 4. 
(e) Heb. ix, 14. Rev. i. 14. Iſaiah xi. 2. 


and 


Chriſt, made his obedience ſufficient to honour the 


manity being offered on the altar of his divinity, his 


and ſent into the world by God the Father, wo 
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and by his own blood Chriſt ſanctified himſelf fro 
our fins, to him imputed; and that for our ſakes, 
that we might be ſanctified through the truth: a 
we muſt, as miniſters, ſanctify this Lord God d 
Hoſts in our hearts, and let him be our fear, and le 
him be our dread (a). We are ſaid to ſanctify hin, 
when we preach him as the Holy One by the Hoh 
Ghoſt, and judge him holy in all his ways (5). We 
are ſaid to juſtify him, when we preach him as the 
only righteouſneſs of every true believer, and judge 
him righteous in all his ſovereign acts of mercy and 
judgment (c). And we are ſaid to glorify him by the WW; 
Spirit, when we worſhip. him, acknowledge ourſelves 
indebted to his grace and providence for all that we 
have and are; as alſo when we fear him as a Sovereign, 
honour him as the everlaſting Father, and love bim 
as a friend, who loveth at all times; and give all 
the glory of our ſalvation to him. 

* And he poured the anointing oil upon his head d). — 
Before the apoſtles were to go forth to teach all nx 
tions, they were to be endued with power from on 
high ; they were to wait for the promiſe of the Fa- 
ther; and on the day of Pentecoſt our divine media 
tor poured that ſacred unction on them all. We 
have received an unction,“ ſays John. Now, he 
that hath anointed us is God,“ ſays Paul (e); and 
has the Lord anointed thee, my Son? Thou mayeſt 


(s) Iaiah vit. 13. 0 n e 
(e. Matt. xi. 19. k | (4) Lev. viii. 12. 
(e) 2 Cor. bs 21. | 
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urn with a falſe zeal, and ſhine with a falſe light, 
ut wilt never burn with love to Chriſt, till this oil 
urn in thee. Begin not to build till thou haſt got 
aterials from heaven; all daubers with untempered 
ortar, however high imagination may carry the 


builders did, and cauſe many to mock, faying, 
to finiſh ;” and the reaſon is, becauſe he began at 


from Sinai, and apparently alarm many by crying 
Wire; and then trump them all to ſleep again, as Lot 

ad : © Up, up, get you out,” is not ſufficient ; Lot 
was led out by the arm of Omnipotence, and we 
muſt preach * the arm of the Lord.“ No man can 


85 preach the law lawfully, till he is made a partaker 


of the Holy Ghoſt, The law is ſpiritual, and what 
does a carnal heart know of a ſpiritual law ? I know 
it is common among Arminians to fay, © up, and be 
doing; ariſe, and ſhake yourſelves from the duſt ;” 
x if they were the reſurrection and the life, and 
could command the dead. However, Peter went 
other way to work; he told them, ſuch as he had, 


told them Jeſus made them whole ; he declared the 


To cry, up, and be doing, to ſouls twice dead, is like 
ſetting people to work without victuals or tools; and 


(a) Luke xiv. 28, 29, 30. 


wilding, will ſurely leave it ridiculous, as the Babel- 
this man began to build, but had not wherewith | 


his own expence (a). Thou mayeſt ſound an alarm 


he gave them; he lent them his hand of faith, and 


faith of Jeſus gave them that perfect ſoundneſs. 
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how ſuch will perform their taſk, every true bel. 
knoweth becauſe he hath tried his ſtrength, but nen 
found the ſtrength of God's grace till he had ſpenthy 
own (a). Theſe gentlemen, when they get inn 
Moſes's chair, are little better than Pharaoh's ta; 
maſters, bind grievous burdens on others, but uil 
not lend a finger to help up with the load; and | 
know ſome of thoſe burden-bearers are may to en 
out with Cain, © it is too heavy for me to bear! 
If the Spirit of God doth not lead a man into truth, 
he muſt err; and every time an erroneous man take 
| 2 paſſage from God's book, he is guilty of a breach 
of God's command—*© thou ſhalt not ſteal (0). 
Falſe preachers multiply curſes to themſelves ; every 
ſuch preacher, who wilfully perverts any plain text 
of ſcripture, or doctrine in it, to ſupport an error, i 
curſed for removing his neighbour's land-mark ; and 
he that makes not Chriſt the door of entrance, the 
way alſo, and the end, brings another curſe on hi 
head, for caufing the blind to go out of his way; 
and all theſe curſes ſhall come on him who takes 
away the plain meaning of God's word, (if grace 
prevent not); yea, all the plagues in the book (c). 

If my ſon be anointed with the unction of God 
the Holy Ghoſt, he will leave a ſweet ſavour of 
Chriſt behind him in every place ; therefore be je 
filled with the Spirit, and, as the ſcripture 15 * 


(a) Deut. xxxii. 36. | ' (3) Jer. xxiii. 30. 
(e) Rev. xxii. 19. | 5 


6 gut 
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% out of thy belly ſhall flow rivers of living water.“ 
All divinity-got by ſtudy, and kept up by reading 
commentators, without the Spirit, is a well without 
water (a); but, if the Spirit be in thee, he ſhall be 
a well of water ſpringing up into eternal life. Thou 
mayeſt wade into it until thy ancle bones receive 
ſtrength; then thou wilt be able to walk by faith: 
it makes the lame man to leap as an hart (6). It 
will ſpring up till it comes to thy knees; then thou 
wilt not ſtagger at the promiſe through unbelief; for 


feeble knees. It will ſpring up to thy loins :— 
| when the loins of our mind are ſtrengthened by the 
Spirit's might, and we are renewed in the ſpirit of 


obeyed, and ſuffered for us, becomes our meditation 
day and night; our minds are in heaven, and we are 
ſtrengthened to bear the Croſs: and it will ſpring up 
into eternity, and carry us into the fountain of living 
waters from whence it came; and there we may 
ſwim in the river of pleaſure; but eternity is a river 


oil, becauſe it ſupples, heals, and burns; may God 

waſh and anoint my ſon more and more (d). 
If this well be in thee, then men of underſtanding 

will draw it out (e). If thy heart is eſtabliſhed with 


(a) 2 Peter ii. 1 7. | (5) Iſaiah xxxv. 6, 7 
(c) Ezek. xlvii. 16. (d) Ezek. xvii 9. 


grace, 


it ſtrengthens the weak hands, and confirms the 


our minds by the Holy Ghoſt, then Chriſt, having 


we can never ſwim over (c). And thus the Holy 
Ghoſt is called water, becauſe it purifies and refreſhes; 


ein 


grace, thou wilt be a good ſteward of the manifol{ 
grace of God (a), If this anointing be upon thee, 
thou wilt anoint others in the name of the Lord (6), 
If the quickening word and Spirit reſt on thy ſoul, 
thou wilt hold forth to others the word of life (c). 
If thou art ſatisfied with the breaſts of conſolation, 
thou wilt be a ſon of conſolation, and comfort others 
with that comfort with which thou art comforted of 
God (d). If the Holy Ghoſt hath made thee free, 
thou mayeſt preach liberty to others, without being 
a ſervant of corruption (/. A man muſt be born 
again, before he can be a miniſter of the Spirit; he I 
muſt have the hidden treaſure in his earthen veſſel, 
before he can bring good treaſure out of the heart /) 
he muſt feel the morions of the Spirit, before he can 
be ſaid to ſpeak as he is moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt (); he muſt be a partaker of the fruits, before 
he can be a keeper of che vineyard (+) : mind what 
I fay, and the Lord give thee underſtanding in al 
things. | 

Pardon my honeſt dealing with thee, it is an awe- 
ful thing to be an inſtrument without ſpiritual life, 
giving uncertain ſound (i). A lamp without oil 1s 
a flaming zeal, kindled by falſe fire, and a ray of 
him who is transformed into an angel of light ff. 


(a) 1 Peter iv. 10. 0) James v. 14. 


(c) Phil, ii. 16. (d) 2 Cor. i. 4. 
(e) 2 Peter ii. 18, 19. (/) Matt. xii. 3 5. 
(g 2 Peter i. 21. (4) 2 Tim, ii. 6. 
(i) 1 Cor, xiv, 8. 0) 2 Cor. xi. 24, 15. 


A falſe 
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A falſe dauber, without eſtabliſhing cementing grace, 


will fink the deepeſt under the greateſt of ruins (a). 
A myſtical cloud, without rain, only obſcures the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs (5): A well without water 
only aggravates the ſoul's thitſt (c). Believe me, 
there is a falſe zeal (d), a falſe gift (e), a falſe 
light OH), a falſe ſpirit (g); a falſe miniſter (), a falſe 
flock of profeſſors (i), a falſe Chriſt (#4), and a falſe 
God (1); Let not what I have ſaid diſcourage my 
ſon; no: I have complied with thy requeſt as far as 
I have gone; I wrote it juſt as it came flowing on 
my mind; it may ſhake thy confidence, but thou 
wilt only root the deeper: I know Chriſt will heal 
thine ear agaih, if I have cut it; | 

Thou mayeſt perhaps ſee in theſe letters, as in 4 
glaſs, many falſe preachers, when I am dead and 
gone; but I am perſuaded better things of you; 
though I thus write; and things that accompany 
ſalvation, I have never been permitted, from the 
firſt, to entertain a fingle doubt of thy intereſt in 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 and I am exceeding glad to think God 
has given me à hope of ſeeing two of my own ſons. 
in the faith, appearing in the vineyard of Chriſt, be- 
fore I go hence and be no more ſeen. O! tread in 


(a) Luke vi. 49. (3) Jude, v. 12 

(e) Peter ii. 17. (4) Rom. x. 2. 

(e) Prov. xxv. 14. ) Luke xi. 35. 

(z) Micah ii. 11. 6 2 Cor. A. 1. 
(i) 2 Cor. xi. 5. () Matt, xxiv. 24. 


OY Theſſ. ii. 4. 
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the ſteps of thy father, my ſon; go forth in a plain 
unaffected way. It has vexed my very ſoul when ! 
have ſeen poor men, of low rank, in powdered hair, 
filk breeches, popiſh ' robes, long bands, cramp 
words, affected actions, wanton eyes, and borrowed 
matter; attended by a company of light, frothy, 
drefly profeſſors, as void of humbling grace as the 
Devil is of hope. It is ſuch; who creep into houſes, 
and lead captive filly women ; led away by divers 
luſts and pleaſures; ever learning, but never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth (a). 

I have been in company with ſome of theſe young 


men, and all that I heard them ſay was about a cer- | 


tain woman, (as if Chriſt were dead) declaring how 
much the goſpel was beholden to her. It amazed 
me, becauſe I was fully perſuaded free grace brings 
every believer in a debtor (2), and is indebted to 
no one. I would revere every true Chriſtian at the 
Saviour's feet; but if they put themſelves, or are by 
others put into the holy place of Chriſt, where they 
ought not to ſtand, we are to pull them down as an 
abomination (c). However, they who: contend fo 
vehemently for a Queen, give me ſame reaſon to 
ſuſpect their hearts are not right with the King. The 
Lord grant we may tread in Paul's ſteps, make Chriſt 
all in all; for God knows he has got mavy mean 
ners now-a-days. rs 


| 00 2 Tim. iii. 6. (5) Rom. viii. 12. 
(c) Matt. xxiv. 25. DE oe > | 
I deſire 


(] 

1 defire thee, in the name of Chriſt, to go once 
a-week to thoſe poor ſouls at G. and I will pay thee 
for thy time when I come down ; deny me this re- 
queſt, if thou dareſt: and look for no inſtruction to be 
effectual but the teaching of the Holy Ghoſt (a). 


_ Goſpel miniſters, fitted by carnal inventions, are juſt 
| as uſeful as the prophet's ſons we read of (5) ; fifty 
| of whom had got ſtrength enough, at the ſchools, to 
catch the prophet Elijah, if the Holy Ghoſt ſhould 
let him lip, or the flaming equipage break down on 
| the airy road. Surely a chariot paved with ever- 
| laſting love, and covered with atoning blood, axle- 


treed with Omnipotence, and conveyed on the wheels 


of eternal election, is ſtrong enough to carry a ſoul 


to Abraham's boſom, without the pliable ſpring of 
an arm of fleſh, The poor ploughman, who was but 


a few days old in grace, bluſhed at their carnal 


offer (c); and if he were here, we ſhould make him 
bluſh again, for we have many ſtrong men. Some 
are for ſteadying the ark with phariſaical conformity, 
leſt the rough paths of tribulation ſhake it too much; 


and others are holding up the arm of free-will, as if 


it were omnipotent, to catch at thoſe, who, by rid- 
ing too high in the chariot of unconditional and 
eternal ſalvation, may get overthrown : Howbeit, no 
ſuch paſſengers have ever yet been beholden to any 
of thoſe proud helpers (d) ; and 1 am ſure 18885 never 
will. 


00 x Cor. ii. 13. 05) 2 Kings ii. 16. 
| (c) 2 Kings li. 5 (a) Job ix. 13. 8 
„„ N And 
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And now may the ever-bleſſed Spirit of all holy 
unity unite our ſouls to Chriſt, and to each other; 
that he may be to us as the precious ointment on the 
head, even on Aaron's head, which ran down to 


his beard, and went even to the ſkirts of his cloath- 


ing, as the bleſſed dew of Hermon, which fell on 
the choſen mountain of Zion; where God command- 
ed the beſt of bleſſings, even the Spirit of life for 
evermore (a). Amen, and amen, ſays thy affec- 


tionate father in the unalterable bond of everlaſting 


W. H. 


( a) Pp ſalm CXXXile 


I. E T. 
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L ET THR. 


Wincheſler-Row. 
Dear Brether in Chriſt, 


T7 OUR's I received, and am glad the fan has 
1 been amongſt you; the floor is now purged, 
and the hypocrites are gone. Let them go ;—he 
that has the moſt chaff, has got the worſt crop. 
That man who ſweeps God's houſe, and runs away 
with the uncircumciſed and the unclean, gives great 
room to ſuſpect that he is a miniſter after the order 
of Satan; though God ſhould uſe him as a fan, and 
his errors as a wind, to purge his floor, and blow away 
the chaff. If God is with thee, they that are of God 
will hear thee ; but they that are of the world, will 
hear no doctrines but the commandments of men, 


If your flock is pure, they will Know the ſhepherd's 


voice; and the purer the doctrine is, the better they 
will feed upon it. There is no ſuch thing as keeping 
a herd of hypocrites together, without dealing de- 


| ceitfully in Gog's covenant ; they muſt have ſmooth 


things propheſiè to them: “ prophecy deceits,” was 
the command of their forefathers, and poſterity ap- 
prove their ſayings, and love to have it ſo (a). 


(a) Jer. v. 31. 1 
| Q 3 — Theres 


TE 
Therefore, that preacher who feeds them, muſt do it 
at the peril of his ſoul; for a falſe witneſs,” that 
ſpeaketh lies, is one of the abominations that God 
hates (a). 

I am ſorry to find you nettled, becauſe the giddy 
youth, at the head of a party, triumphs in your af- 
fliction; you muſt commit him, by prayer, to the 
mercy of that God who has promiſed, he zhat is glad 
at calamities ſhall not go unpuniſhed (b). A man, in 
ſearch after his own glory, or any other branch of 
ſelf-ſeeking, who wants to raiſe a party by a falſe 
zeal and bigotted ſpirit ; who will, in behalf of any 
non-effential point, divide and ſcatter a flock, and 
break the bond of peace, and the more perfect bond 
of goſpel love, which binds all the body myſtical to 
the head, and to each other; I fay, ſuch an one, 
(notwithſtanding all his 'talk about goſpel order) is 
the author of confuſion, and appears the oppoſer of 
him who is the author of peace. He that gathereth 
mt with me, ſcattereth. 

I have narrowly watched the Mins conduct with 
ſeveral, who ran away at the head of a party; and 
ſoon ſaw many of thoſe, who firſt cried out Hoſanal 
to their leader, were the firſt alſo who cried awe) : 
with him, crucify him. But this be ſure of, that as 
he meaſures to others, ſo ſhall it be meaſured to him; 
and, as he gave the firſt offence, hE ſhall have the 
greateſt meaſure of trouble; z as he metes to others, 

(a) Prov. vi. 19, . Prov. 20. 5. 


ſo 
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ſo ſhall i it be meaſured to him; preſſed down, ſliaken 
together, and running over, ſhall men meaſure into 
his boſom in this life. I have watched the hand of 
God in this matter, and ſeen it in the moſt minute 
circumſtances; yea, in more than a thouſand in- 
ſtances. If Jacob will appear to be Eſau, Leah ſhall 
appear to be Rachel ; and if he takes the advantage 
of his father's blindneſs, the ſore- eyed wife ſhall de- 
ceive him in the dark. But you will ſay, Jacob had 
a right to the bleſſing; true: but Jacob had no 
command from God to tell hes to get it. David 
lay with Uriah's wife in ſecret ; and Abſalom ſhall 
lay with his wives upon the houſe-top, in the open 


| face of the ſun; David cut off the life of Uriah, and 


Joab ſhall cut off Abfalom, David's favourite; and, 
though the Father gives a charge concerning the 
young man, yet a living gallows ſhall receive him; 
and his fine head of hair ſhall ſerve inſtead of a halter 
to hang him in the oak. Mercy ſhall be ſure to 
David's ſoul, and the rod as ſure to David's ſin; for 


the Lord God of recompences ſhall ſurely requite (a). 


Whoſoever he be that appears a red to others, is 
ſure to make one for himſelf ;- and if God does not 
pay him double in this world, he will pay him triple 
in the next. To pray for ſuch, is the way to get an 
anſwer in our own boſom, and to heap coals on their 
head; therefore pray for him in private, and with- 
ſtand him in public, for his way is perverſe before 


(e) Jer. l. 56. 


Q 4 the 
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the Lord. But be ſure never to rejoice when evil 
finds him, nor ſuffer thy lips to ſin, by wiſhing a Curſe 
to his ſoul (a), | 

Thou muſt never expect to ſtand on the tongue 0 of 
hypocrites, nor take a falſe flight on the wings of 
fame; if we receive the witneſs of men, the witneſ 
of God is greater. That matter we get from God, 
in anſwer to the humble prayer of faith, put up un- 
der a ſenſe of our ignorance, and inability for the 
important work, we may, (if ſcripture bear us out) 
venture to deliver it: God will never give us a ſtone 
for bread, a ſerpent for a fiſh, or a ſcorpion for an 
ego. If a man lack wiſdom, let him aſk it of God, 
who giveth liberally and upbraideth not. The mat- 
ter I obtain this way, I am bold to preach, though 
it differ from the preſcribed rule of commentators, 
Paul owns he knew but in part, and propheſied i in 
part; and thoſe who have undertaken to explain the 
whole Bible, were not infallible ; nor can I believe 
wiſdom died with them (b). Give heed to the more 
ſure word of prophecy, until the day ſtar ariſe in your 
heart, and then follow that; it will lead you to every 
myſtery where the Sayiour lays; and when you have 
found him, hold him forth to poor ſinners, without 
money, and without price, as a good ſteward of the 
manifold grace of God that is treaſured up in Chriſt 
Jeſus. pes ' 


8 W „ . _ _ a, 


(a) Job 51 . (b) Job; . 
A fermon 


( 233 ) 

A fermon borrowed from commentators, is but a 
dry breaſt ; it is neither wet with dew, nor warm 
with love. All that a man learns by rote, is too 
weak to hold his ſoul in a ſtorm ; but one fingle 

romiſe, brought home with power to the ſoul by 
the Holy Ghoſt, fixeth the heart for ever. If you 
know the pardon of your fin, the liberty of God's 
Spirit, and enjoy union and communion with Chriſt, 
you are wiſe to ſalvation, though you never read 
any book but the Bible ; and he that is a ſtranger to 
heart-work, is but a novice, though his head be 
ſtuffed with ten thouſand comments, 


Grace be with thee, ever thine, . 


* 
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LE T T E R VIII. 


c 5 EO _ Wincheſter-Roy, 
Dear Brother in Chriſt, | | 


* WISH thee abundant ſucceſs in thy labours; 


and approve much of thy proceedings. It was 
the holy reſolution of the apoſtle Paul, not to build 
on another man's foundation, or rejoice, (as ſome in 
our days do) in another man's line of things, made 
ready to their hands, Paul's holy ambition led him 
to ſtrive to preach, where Chriſt Jeſus had not been 
named, that he might fee the Spirit communicated, 
and truth eſtabliſhed by his own inſtrumentality. He 
was for plowing as well as ſowing; and, as a wiſe 
maſter-builder, he was fond of laying the founds- 
tion; and others were as fond of building hay, 
ſtraw and ſtubble thereon; but that work was done 
at their peril. Aim more at being a father, than a 
nurſe ; Paul ſays, though ye have ten thouſand inflruftors 
in Chriſt, yet have ye not many fathers ; ] have begtt- 
ten you (a). 
I have obſerved ſome who are very fond of -break- 
ing through all bounds, into another man's labours; 
and with a party ſpirit, and a fiery zeal, will draw a 
wonderful train after them, both bad and good ; and 
if they can chain them up in a bigotted ſpirit, and 
get them to hate the poor paſtor that at firſt begat 
them, then they ſay, we have eſtabliſhed a church 


(a) 1 Cor. iv, 15. This 


„ 
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This Paul calls zealouſly affecting them, but not well (a) ; 


and if the father of this runaway flock exclaims 


againſt thoſe thieviſh meaſures, as Paul did, (when 
he called them deceitful workers} then theſe ſcatter- 
ing gentlemen call it being perſecuted for righteouſ- 
neſs' ſake. However, Peter is of another way of 


thinking; he calls it being buffetted for their faults; 


and tells them to take it patiently; hinting thereby, 
that they juſtly deſerve it. I have often thought, 
that if ſuch miniſters were to go into a barren ſoil, 

and cultivate their own land, they would cut a very 
poor figure in. the miniſtry, - However, they rather 
chuſe to get amongſt a ſim ple flock with warm hearts, 
5 they think ſuch are eaſily deceived by a falſe zeal ; 

and he that is ſo fond of warming his hands at ano- 
ther man's fire, gives one room to ſuſpect he is one 
of Solomon's ſluggards, who will not plough up a bar- 
ren foil, by reaſon of the cold ; therefore he ſhall beg in 
harveſt, and have nothing—nothing but other men's 
labours. I have watched ſome of theſe poor ſimple 
fouls, who have been thus led away; and all their 
work appeared to be condemning thoſe as diſorderly, 
who were more righteous than themſelves; boaſting 
of their order, prejudiced againſt others, bitter againſt 
thoſe who ſtood faſt in liberty, and enjoyed the love 
of Chriſt ; yea, ſome whom God hath called by me, 
who were as dear to me as my own. life, have I beheld 
with many tears, being grieved to ſee the Saviour's 
blefſed image ſo defaced on them; inderd they ſeem · 


(a) Gal. iv, 17. 5 
e 


63690 


ed to have no more features than an oyſter. This 
taught me to underſtand Paul's meaning by the fol. 
lowing paſſage : © But I fear leſt by any means,“ 
(mark, any means) © as the Serpent beguiled Eve 
through his ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould be cor. 
rupted from the fimplicity that is in Chriſt (a).“ 
Indeed, poor ſouls, thus led into prejudice, ſtripped of 
ſimplicity, taught the art of ſcorning, and prohibited 
hearing, and communing with warm-hearted ſound 
miniſters of Chriſt, are as much prieſt-ridden, as a 


blood-thirſty Papiſt on his pilgrimage, or walking 


bare-footed, doing penance. Chrift's yoke is eaſy, and 
his burden light; but all other yokes are made of iron: 
however, the yoke of prieſt-craft, as well as others, 
will be defiroyed by ſuch as enjoy God's anointing (þ), 
If God's grace reign and rule in the heart, there will 


be good order in the affections, and ſuch cannot walk 


diſorderly before men; | but if the heart be not 
changed by grace, let them appear in as much order 


as they will, or talk ever ſo much about it, they 


are but refined phariſces at moſt ; and ſuch are ſaid 
to dwell nigher the gates of hell than either publi. 
Cans, or harlots. 


As to their doubting of your being ſent of God,] it 


is nothing; if God has ſent thee, he will bleſs thee; 
and let his hand be known toward thee, and his in- 
dignation toward them that hate thee for his ſake. 
Diſſenting churches have ſent out many into God's 
vineyard, whom God never owned, but hath diſco- 
(e) 2 Cor, xi. 3. (6) Ifa, x. 27. 
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vered them, and ſent them back into the world 
from whence they appeared to come. The apoſtles 
thetnſelves caſt lots to chuſe a miniſter in the place 
of Judas, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was 
numbered with the eleven apoſtles. Thus the lot 
of men fell on Matthias, but the Saviour's lot fell on 
Saul of Tarſus; and he, into whoſe lap the Lord's 
lot fell, muſt be one of the chiefeſt apoſtles. 'This 
was the Lord's doing, and it was marvellous in the 
eyes of many. 

If God giveth you to ſee clearly your intereſt i in 
his everlaſting covenant, and alſo a door of utterance 
to ſpeak ſoundly and boldly, and goes before you in 
providence to open a door for you, to communicate 
the word of life to others, ſends many finners to hear 
you, and opens their hearts to receive the glad 
tidings, and you can ſee ſinners renewed in mind, 
and reformed in life, theſe are full proofs of your | 
being ſent of God; and you may ſay, as Paul did, 
lam a preacher not of man, nor by man. I have 
choſen you, and ordained you, ſays the Saviour ; 
and, as a free agent, he often ſhews his abſolute prero- 
gative now-a-days, in the ſame way: but ſuch as 
God ſends are, by ſtiff gentlemen, ſtigmatized with 
the name of irrregulars, as if the God of all good or- 
der dealt in nothing but irregularities. However, 
ve believe a man commiſſioned from heaven to | 
be in divine orders, though he ſtands aloof from 
prieſteraft, Do nothing without conſulting Chriſt, 

wear 


* 
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vet earneſtly his approbation, rejoice in no teſtimony 
but his, watch his hand all the day long, and if God 


mony only, you will be nothing but a reed ſhakey 


thoſe dividers: and ſcatterers, you, will ſee their joy 


ſtand faſt in Chriſt Jeſus, your face will ſhine, and Wil © 


T9 
wear no yoke but his, have no maſter but him; e: 


appears on thy fide, thou haſt no cauſe to fear what 
fleſh and blood can do unto thee. Stand' faſt in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and you will be as an iron pillar, ande 
brazen wall; but if you are looking for man's teſt: 


with the wind. I can truly ſympathize with you; 
for I have had enough of this falſe fire eaſt among! 
my ſheaves, which I have ſowed in tears, and reapedin 
joy (a). But this be ſure of, that all thoſe perſons 
who communicate a narrow contracted ſpirit to 4 
flock, or fix prejudice on the minds of fimple ſouls, 
who divide the affections of a ſociety, and ſcattet 
diſcord among them, are ſeedſmen of Satan; for God 
hates that man, and holds him in abomination, who 
ſoweth diſcord among brethren (6). If you watch 


counterfeited, their love feigned, their matter bor- 
rowed, and their way into God's fold to be by hy: 
pocriſy, crafrineſs, and the cunning art of the devil 
Surely we may get into the fold by Chriſt, without 
taking counſel of devils. If God giveth thee a di: 
cerning eye, you will ſee a fallen countenance (which 
is a certain indication of a guilty conſcience) through 
all the maſque of their feigned love; but if you 


(a) Pf. cxxvi. 5, | (8) Prov, vi. 19, 


God 
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God will appear the health of your countenance (a); 
and that, with the power which attends the word, 
will eſtabliſh you as a miniſter of Chriſt, in the con- 
ſciences of thoſe diſcerning Chriſtians who hear. 
you (5). The light troop that followeth him ſhews 
of what ſpirit the leader is. It has been a grief to 
my very foul when I have ſeen a perſon, whom I had 
great reaſon to believe was a hypocrite, fond of me; 
alas, ſaid I, ſurely I am of the world; for this worldling 
loves me! but ſoon God has turned his heart to hate 
me, and to, deal ſubtilly with my ſoul. I bleſs God 
for the world's. hatred, and I bleſs God for a ſaint's 


| love, Be not aſtoniſhed at his gifts; a muſician can 


play at any time, if he has the uſe of his hands; and 
aminiſter, with a gift only, is compared to an inſtru- 
ment, without life, giving ſound : he ean play when 
he pleaſes, if he has but the uſe of his tongue. Mow- 

ever, Paul knew. what it was to want a door of utter- 
ance ; yea, and what it was to go bound in the ſpi- 
tit; and Ezekiel knew what it was to be dumb before 
a whole audience, and what it was to have his mouth 
open to him that eſcaped; and if this man is never 
burthened with the croſs, if never bound in ſpirit, 
if never on the mount, if always alike, he has no 
changes; therefore he fears not God, he only ſtands 
in the teſtimony of men, feeds on human applauſe, 
and is furniſhed for the pulpit by Mr. Brown's Com- 
ments, and Mr. Keach's Metaphors. I have nothing 
to ſay againſt the divinity of thoſe good men, but 


(a) Pf. xlii. 11. (2) 2. Cor. iv. 2. 
0 vou 
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you muſt get your divinity from Chriſt, as thoſe good | 
men did; or elſe you muſt confeſs at laſt, as the provi 
phet's ſon did, Alas, Maſter, it was borrowed ! "TM 
have heard ſome preach ſound diſcourſes, which 1 
have admired, and when I have been in converfatiogl 
with them, they appeared never to have experience 
any thing they ſaid : ſuch are ſubjects of blame, aud 
objects of pity. Leave off that way of gadding 
from houſe to houſe, to fill your belly ; be in prayet 
and in ſtudy day and night: he ſavours moſt of Chill 
in the pulpit who lives the neareſt to him in private, 
If the love of the Father, the grace of the Saviour, # 
and the teſtimony of the Spirit be in you, you will be 
ſound in the Trinity, without being forced to buf 
volumes of commentators ; but if you err in the fou. 
tain, every ſtream will run corrupt. What God e. 
veals in his word, ſtand in; and where God hat 
fixed you, there ſtand faſt, and give place to none; | 
and ſee that you do not diſgrace in life, what you te. 
commend in word; and when you ſee ſheep-ſtealeß 
come tumbling over God's hedges, do not act the? 
part of a dumb dog (a), but bark, and bite too; 
for God makes us ſharp-threſhing inſtruments, having? 
teeth (5): as flails, we muſt keep beating; and 26 
we have teeth, we muſt uſe them; but only with 
the wolves, and the foxes, who come to teal the 

lambs. Grace be with thee. 4. 59 
Ever thine, W. H. 


(a) Ifa, Ivi, 10. (3) Ia. xli. 15. 


THE END. 


